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Connecting people…at First United Methodist Church

“I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of
these, my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me.” Matthew 25:40

Summer is behind us, I can
hardly believe it! Before you
know it we will be scooping
white stuff from our driveways.
Tell me it’s not so! Where has the
year gone? October brings us
world communion Sunday on
October 6th, the Crop Walk on the
13th, the A-MAZE-ing Family
Fun event on the 20th and our
Charge Conference on the 27th.
Things are really heating up, even
with the cooler weather!
I am so enjoying being your
pastor. Now that we are in year
five of my ministry with you, I
count it all as blessings. I have
grown to know you and love you.
We are doing ministry together.
Our church is so blessed with
great leadership and service from
you. Thank you for giving your
time, your talents, your resources,
and your faithfulness to our
church. I think most of you could

attest to what I’ve been saying for
several months now, “Church is
better when you find a place to
serve.” Church is better when we
engage
ourselves
in
our
ministries. When you find your
niche and give of yourself, it does
bring you great joy and
satisfaction, whether that be
helping a child experience God’s
mercy and love or sitting with an
adult and reminding them that
God is with them, in spite of their
struggles. Maybe you are serving
on Ad Council, or on Finance, or
any one of our church
committees. Even there, as you
engage yourself and lend your
expertise and opinions on the
matters being discussed, you do
experience a satisfaction and even
joy in being able to contribute.
Our church is better because of
the people who have stepped
forward to serve. Now, if you are

Church Events


Oct 10th — Bingo



Oct 15th — Senior
Lunch & Flu Shots



Oct 17th — Newsletter
Deadline



Oct 19th — Maze Set Up



Oct 20th — A-Maze-ing
Family Fun Festival



Oct 24th — Bingo



Oct 27th — Fall VBS

“Church is better

when you find a
place to serve.”

looking for an opportunity to serve, and haven’t quite found it yet, come
see me. Together we can come up with a way to help you help the
church.
I’ve already mentioned some of the events coming up in October. Those
are some wonderful ways to get involved. Beyond them, please
remember our mission of the month for October is Helping Hands.
Helping Hands is our way of assisting people from our church and
community who are in crisis. So far, just in 2019, our church has
assisted 160 families with such things as food, fuel, utilities, rent, or
overnight housing. Each family is vetted with questions concerning how
they got into their crisis, and their plan to get back on steady ground.
Prayer is shared with each family. Often times we discuss budgets and
how to live within them. The help we have provided through Helping
Hands is appreciated for sure. But more than that, our help is the only
help most people have been able to get. There are other places in the
valley that assist people in crisis, but often those resources have been
exhausted, or the people don’t qualify. Thank you for supporting this
ministry. Lives are impacted in a good way. Because of Helping Hands,
people are given a leg up, and are able to take it from there and turn the
corner.
The funds we use for Helping Hands comes
from people just like you who want to make a
difference in the lives of others. Helping Hands
uses only funds that are given for this purpose. I
encourage you to support Helping Hands above
your regular giving. Lori and I will give an
additional week’s offering in the month of
October for our Helping Hands ministry. Will
you join us? Mark your financial gift “Helping
Hands” and it will be set aside for this purpose.
And remember, when we are helping others, we
are in essence, helping Jesus himself. “I tell you
the truth, when you did it to one of the least of
these, my brothers and sisters, you were doing it
to me” (Matthew 25:40).
Blessings, Peace, Joy, and Love!

Pastor Craig Collins

Charge Conference
Our annual charge conference
will be held on Sunday, October
27th at 2 p.m. in Alliance with all
the other churches in our
network. The DS has assured
us that Charge Conference will
move right along and last about
an hour and a half.

Charge conferences are held
every year as a way for our
District Superintendent to learn
about what each church has
accomplished and what goals
are set for the next year and for
members to have a voice in the
local church.
The DS then
relays this on to our Bishop.

Stephen Ministry Mission Outreach
“Faceing the hurricanes of Life”

for October

reprinted and adapted with permission from Jon Gordon

Helping
Ministry.

Hands

“What do you do when you look at the TV and see a
category 4 hurricane headed your way? Unfortunately,
as the people in the Bahamas found out, we are utterly
and completely powerless in the face of a 120 mph
hurricane that is headed towards our house, our family,
and our life. As human beings who strive for control we
come face to face with the ultimate reality- there is so
much in life that is beyond our control.

This project was started
by Pastor Craig with a
special donation to the
church – its purpose is to provide a
“helping hand” within our community.

You see, hurricanes don’t just come in the form of
weather patterns, wind and rain. Every day we face
hurricanes at work and in life.

Recipients have included church members
as well as other locals or people passing
through the area.

A sudden illness. A sick child. A car accident. Divorce.
Job loss. Company reorganization. Financial crisis. The
death of a loved one. Loss of business, etc.

Applicants are interviewed to determine
actual need and once a person receives
help, they are not eligible again for a
period of one year.

The winds of life blow. The conditions get worse.
Hurricanes come at us from all directions. So what do
we do? Do we give up? Do we live in fear? Do we hide
under the covers or do we face the reality of the storm,
adapt and deal with the damages it brings?”
The answer comes from all people who when facing
hardship, devastation, and loss, as we have seen in the
news in so many forms-storms, shootings, accidents,
divorce, obituaries, and oh so many struggles that are
unspoken, say with tears streaming down their faces,
“You know…, this is really hard but I’m going to try to
be strong and positive and trust it will all work out.”
These people, whose pain is unbearable, are choosing
to stay positive even though their world is torn apart.
They are mustering up the courage and faith to
reinforce their inner walls and stay strong in the face of
adversity. They didn’t act in denial. They accepted the
situation. And they know they have to deal with it; with
courage, positive spirit, hope and faith.
“...Every one of us will come face to face with
hurricanes in our life. We will come to the realization
that our situation is beyond our control. During these
moments we are meant to realize that we can’t do it
alone. In our powerlessness we are meant to discover
the ultimate power. In our fear we are meant to find
our faith. And in our need for control we are meant to
find a peace that comes when we surrender. We are
meant to stay positive and overcome whatever
challenges come our way.
Storms are going to happen. But the sun always rises
and shines again.

Various needs which have been filled by
this ministry have included a tank of gas,
bus tickets, groceries, rent money,
clothing needs, temporary lodging, etc.
Funding is the primary need, so look for
the special box and envelopes to make a
donation during October --- this project is
also funded by the communion offering.
Your help is needed in praying for those
who are in need. May those who receive
help from our Helping Hands Ministry
understand it to be an expression of God’s
grace and love for them. Any financial gift
will be greatly appreciated.

Lynn’s Wonderings
Here they come, all the ghosts and goblin’s ready to go
to the A-MAZE-ing Family Fun Festival in the Panhandle
COOP parking lot Sunday, October 20tth. This great
event is for families to come and play in a safe &
protected environment with candy and fun games. We
borrow about 100+ 2000 lbs.
straw bales from
Western Sugar, with the help of Martin Brandt and
about 8 others of his crew. They pick the bales up from
the sugar factory and haul them to the COOP parking
lot, where they arrange the bales according to Russell
Colby’s plans. Bring your kids, grandkids and yourself
and try not to get lost.
Surrounding the maze is a
carnival with all kinds of
games; like a fishing wall,
bean bag tosses, plinko,
toilet bowl toss, just to
name a few. Around 2
p.m., there will be a chili
tasting (some like it hot,
some like it cold).
Just one can of food per person is the entrance fee for
this A-MAZE-ing Family Fun Festival. Just look for the
Potter’s Wheel trucks at either entrances.
Next is our wonderful HomeSpun Boutique.
This year promises to be the best one yet. The
Thruston’s are getting all hyped up for their
wonderful cinnamon rolls and soups, which is
always very yummy of course. I wonder what
soups they will make??? Santa and Mrs. Clause
will be here from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., bring your
kids and grandkids. Plus, the parlor will once again be
full of amazing goodies.

I wonder what Sherry will do in the parlor
and what the trees will look like?
HomeSpun Boutique will be Saturday,
November 9th from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
This will be the best holiday event in
Scottsbluff.
We have the new Rada catalogs in. Stop by
my office and pick one up.
If you want to drop something off at my office, please
let me know, I will be glad to meet you. We are NOT
accepting anything for the garage sale right now unless
you absolutely need to get rid of it, let’s talk.
The quarter board has been fun. We collect about
$15.00 per month. The quarters then go towards the
Outreach mission of the month. Check your quarters
out to see if they can fit on our board. We also accept
any extra, just put them in “LYNN’s CUP” next to the
board. Please and thank you!
Bingo is still very popular with some
of our folks. It’s free!!!! The prizes
that go fast are candies and white
elephant type prizes. If you would
like to donate any of these things,
that would be greatly appreciated.
We play Bingo every 2nd and 4th Thursday at 1:30 p.m.
in Wesley Hall. Bring a friend, everyone is welcome!
TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF!
Lynn

Administrative Assistant’s Corner
 The newsletter deadline for the
November issue is October 17 th .

 Would you like to get the newsletter
via email, p l eas e s en d Rayl en e an
email at rgies@firstumcsb.com

 Visit us online at www.firstumcsb.com
or check us out on Facebook

 It’s Pastor Appreciation Month!!! Let
me know if you have any ideas for
Pastor Craig!

September Financal Givings
September week 1: $5,936
September week 2: $6,135
September week 3: $7,470
September week 4: $3,981
YTD: $240,726 in 2019 vs $232,494 in 2018

Mon
Wednesday Events
5:15 Supper, FH
5:30 Youth Choir, S
6:00 Methodist Bells
6:00 Kidz Club, WH
6:00 Bible Study, P
7:00 Chancel Choir, S

7

Tue
2

Wed

8

9

2:00 Lay Leadership Mtg., 9:00 Sewing Circle, WH
L
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Stephen Ministers, P
6:00 Stephen Training,WH

1

13

21

22
5:00 SPPRC, WH
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Stephen Training,
P

29

23

30

Fri

4

Sat

5

Communion
6:30 UMM, FH

9:00 Bulletin Folders,
WH

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

17

18

25

26

19

12

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

9:00 Bulletin Folders,
WH

Maze Set-up
2:00 Bud Stoddard’s
Birthday Celebration,FH
5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper
6:30 UMM, FH
10:00 Outreach Mtg., P
11:30 New Life Lunch,
WH

24

6:30 UMM, FH
1:30 Bingo, WH

31

6:30 UMM, FH
9:00 Newsletter
Folding, WH

11
6:30 UMM, FH
10:00 Maze Mtg., L
1:30 Bingo, WH

9:00 Bulletin Folders,
WH

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

10

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

9:00 Bulletin Folders,
WH

3

Thu

October 2019
Sun

6

5:30 Trustee Mtg., L

11:30 Kids First Board,
L
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Stephen Training,
P

World Communion
9:15 COOL, L
10:00 Grandmother’s
In Prayer, L
6:30 Monday Night
Bible, L

9:00 Sewing Circle, WH
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Stephen Ministers, 12:00 Senior Lunch, FH
P
6:00 Stephen Training,
WH

8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Followers Bible
Study, P
11:00 Youth Group, WH

9:00 UMW Board, P
9:15 COOL, L
10:00 Grandmother’s
In Prayer, L
6:30 Monday Night
Bible, L

20

28

3:30 Visitation, L
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Stephen Training,
P

16

8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Followers Bible
Study, P
11:00 Youth Group, WH
2:00 Prayer Shawl, WH
2:00 Crop Walk

9:15 COOL, L
10:00 Grandmother’s
In Prayer, L
3:30 Caring Circle, P
6:30 Monday Night
Bible, L

27

15

8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Followers Bible
Study, P
10:30 Finance Mtg., L
11:00 Youth Group, WH
1:00 Amazing Family Fun

9:15 COOL, L
10:00 Grandmother’s
In Prayer, L
6:30 Monday Night
Bible, L
6:30 AKTION, FH

14

8:00 Ad Council, WH
8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Followers Bible Study,P
11:00 Youth Group, WH
2:00 Charge Conference,
Alliance

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERVERS NEEDED
I am looking for servers for the second
Wednesday of each month. I have servers for the
other weeks. You just have to be there around
5:00 and serve the kids from 5:15-6:00 and then
clean up after. We typically use all paper
products, so the job is not that hard. If anyone
was interested in either take the second week
each month, or even just being a substitute for
when people are gone, please contact Missi at
308-225-2527 or miasillo@aol.com. Thanks for
your help!

Youth Corner News
YOUTH OPPORTUNTIES FOR 2019-2020
SUNDAYS
8:50-9:20 Sunday School in Children’s Chapel (K-5th grade)
There will also be an adult devotion/parent group at the same time in the library.
11:00-1:00 6th-12th grade Youth Group – Lunch and other fun activities (times may vary
depending on what the activities are, but will you keep updated

WEDNESDAYS
5:15-6:00 Supper served ($3)
5:30-6:00 Children’s Choir (2nd-6th grade, although we aren’t very strict about the ages)
6:00-7:00 Youth Group for all ages (preK thru 12th grade) There is a group for every age!

There is also an adult Bible study in the parlor from 6-7 pm for any adult
that would like to join.

Missi Iasillo
E-mail: miasillo@aol.com
Phone: 308-225-2527

Scottsbluff First UMC,
Thank you so much for the cleaning supplies!
Your donation will help our money go farther so
that we can spend it on things that matter like our
groups and our campers. You are a Blessing to
our camp!
Meg
Camp Norwesca
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the basket of goodies!!!! Thank
you for being such a special church with such
special people.
Love,
Marilyn Kennedy

October
ROBERT FROST

O hushed October morning mild,
Thy leaves have ripened to the fall;
Tomorrow’s wind, if it be wild,
Should waste them all….

Yes, October is upon us. I hope that
September treated you well.
With the
busyness of the new school year here at Kids
First, September seemed to fly past in a blink
of an eye. We started our new curriculum and
it is going quite well, for teachers and
children alike. September also brought StarHerald’s Readers Choice voting and Kids
First was once again voted #1 Pre-School/
Child Care in our area!! Thanks to all who
took the time to vote for our school! It’s a
wonderful honor for our school.
It is
awesome for our staff to be recognized for all
the hard work and dedication they put into
making our school one of excellence!
God’s blessings,
Rhia
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Please join Bud and his
Fa m i l y f o r B u d
S t o d d a r d ’s 9 0 t h B i r t h d a y
Celebration!!!
The celebration will be Oct 19th
from 2-4 in Fellowship Hall.
Have your presents be your gift!
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Thank You
Pastor Craig
For the
leadership and
vision you bring
to our church
family.

We
appreciate
you!

