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Connecting people…at First United Methodist Church

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the Lord’s
house.’”
Psalm 122:1

Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
Oh, friends. It is good to be
with all of you! October ends
with much sadness, as our dear
sister and friend, Linda
Thruston, went to be with the
Lord. Linda passed on October
2 8 , af te r c om pl ica tion s
following surgeries. That was
just yesterday, as I type my
newsletter. I know I should be
lifting up news about our
stewardship drive, the
upcoming Homespun boutique
on November 9th, WNCC Choral
Sunday on the 10th, and
Thanksgiving. But right now,
the place where my thoughts
continue to arrive is in shock
and disbelief that Linda is no
longer with us. My heart goes
out to Randy and their
daughters, Julie and Lisa and

their families. My heart breaks
as I remember the pain of
losing someone you love, that
numb feeling of emptiness.
Linda and Randy set such great
examples for all of us, didn’t
they? If you know them, you
know how much they love the
Lord, and also His church.
Homespun was one of the
many projects they poured
themselves into. Linda was
involved from the early
planning stages to the cleanup.
Her and Randy gladly made the
large cinnamon rolls (about 400
of them) and homemade soups
for the Homespun Café, often
at their own expense. They
loved giving of their time and
talents for the work of the
church. Linda loved to do
crafts. And she used her gift to
bring glory to God. One of the
ways she did this was through

Church Events


Nov. 3 - Daylight
Savings



Nov. 3 - Cat Pack Soup
Supper 10-2



Nov. 9 - HomeSpun
Boutique 9-2



Nov. 10 - Dedication
Reception



Nov. 14 - Bingo



Nov. 17 - Mexico
Mission
Breakfast



Nov. 20 - Senior Lunch



Nov. 28 - Thanksgiving



Nov. 28 - Thanksgiving
Dinner



Nov. 28 & 29 - Office &
Kids First Closed

the cards that she would design and give to lift up others when they
were down. It brought her much joy as she cared for all of us. I was a
recipient, on more than one occasion, of her homemade greeting cards.
It was obvious she spent a lot of time coming up with just the right
thing to say to encourage and/or celebrate with me. Linda enjoyed her
UMW Circle, especially when she could bake and decorate for their
parties. I doubt anyone has as many tea sets as Linda. She loved to
organize and host the annual English High Tea, held in the parlor each
year. I can still see her leading the way with her decorative hat and
white gloves. What fun that was! She even talked me into wearing a
bonnet when it came time for pictures.
When Linda was facing multiple surgeries last week, I asked Randy
how much I could share with all of you. His comment was to hold
nothing back, as you are all family. I was so grateful for that stance, as
I know how much you all care for them both. Through our faith in
Jesus Christ and our love for each other, we truly are brothers and
sisters in Christ. We are family, and it IS good to be in the house of the
Lord. We work together and we play together. We laugh together, and
we cry together. There is a deep love we have for each other through
our faith in Jesus Christ. This is the home where Randy and Linda
chose to worship and to serve. They made the conscious decision to
fully invest themselves in the life of the church
and in doing so, we have all been blessed. We
are a better church because of these two and
many just like them.

Let us come before
His presence with
thanksgiving;
Let us shout
joyfully to Him
with psalms.
For the Lord is the
great God,
And the great King
above all gods.
Psalm 95:2-3

Happenings at Kids First

With Linda’s passing, I trust our church will
respond with the love of Jesus to Randy and his
family. We will walk with him and do all we can
to share in his burden. We will love him and
pray for him and be Jesus to him. We will all
miss Linda, but I’m certain she will always be in
our hearts and we will look forward to a great
reunion someday soon because of our faith in
our Savior, Jesus Christ. We will celebrate
Linda’s life Monday, November 4th at 10am.
Let us like the psalmist proclaim, “I was glad
when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the Lord’s
house.’” Thank you for being the church
together!
Blessings, Peace, and Love,

Pastor Craig

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good His
love endures forever. Psalm 106:1

And the year moves right along. It’s
hard to believe that we are already to
November, the month of thanks. Let
me just start out by saying, we here
at Kids First are so thankful for the
support that we get from you!
November will bring so many fun
activities and learning opportunities.
It’s fun to teach children about having
an attitude of gratitude and then find
out what they are thankful for. We
will have our Annual Thanksgiving
Feast, for the children and their
families on Thursday, November 14 at
11:15am. This is always such a fun
time of fellowship and yummy food!
We would like to take this opportunity
to wish each of you a blessed
Thanksgiving holiday!

Stephen Ministry
Something to think about from Stephen
Ministry: Thanksgiving Blessings: “Walk
the Talk”, read Titus 1,2,3 this month!
John F. Kennedy reminded us - “As we
express our gratitude, we must never
forget that the highest appreciation is
not to utter words, but to live by them.”
In other words we need to walk the talk
and do good. Joyce Meyer used Titus
1,2, & 3 to help us understand what it
means to “walk the talk. She said:
“The way you live your life is very
important! When you put a Christian
bumper sticker on your car, wear jewelry
with the cross on it or shirts with
scriptures, and go to church, people
watch
you-and
they
look
for
authenticity. Do your words and actions
match your talk?
Wearing a bracelet with the letters
“WWJD” became a fad at one time. The
initials stood for “What would Jesus do?”
Wearing a bracelet is nice, but what is
inside a person should match what he or
she promotes on the outside.
How
would you like it if you saw a grocery
store sign and when you went inside
you found hardware? You would be
aggravated because what was advertised
was not what was offered. I believe the
world feels the same way about people
who advertise or profess Christianity
through bumper stickers, jewelry, Tshirts, professions of faith and church
attendance but do not live the life they
should. In Titus 2:14, Paul writes that
Jesus gave His life so that we could be
people who are ‘enthusiastic for doing
what is good.’
As we look forward to Thanksgiving,
open your heart and mind to gratitude
and demonstrate love and kindness for
one another.
Examine your life and
make sure the way you live accurately
represents what you say you believe. Be
authentic! Walk the Talk!

Mission Outreach for November
Our MISSION OUTREACH for November
is the Panhandle Youth Shelter and Finders
Keepers Foster Care.
The Panhandle Youth Shelter has served
youth in the Panhandle of Nebraska since
1984. The shelter is a licensed facility with a 14bed capacity. They accept referrals from
Health and Human Services, Probation, and
the
community.
Youth
experiencing
homelessness or other struggles can access the
shelter 24 hours a day/7 days a week. The
Shelter can also provide crisis intervention for
families who need placements for youth. The
service for families is provided at no cost to
them.
This year the shelter is asking for silverware,
alarm clocks and bedside lamps. They are also
in need of a sturdy supply cabinet – or
donations to purchase a cabinet. Monetary
donations should be left in the office, others
should be placed in the outreach box in
Fellowship Hall.

Finders

Keepers is a local non-profit

group that provides essential items for
children in the Foster Care system in Western
Nebraska. Finders Keepers holds at least three
“seasonal” giveaway events each year to make
the donated items available to families that
need them. Volunteers can also coordinate
item deliveries on an as-needed basis.
Finders Keepers always has a need for
packages of new socks and underwear for both
girls and boys in various sizes. These same
items will also be collected in December for
distribution to local schools so if you find a
bargain, buy twice!
Again, place any
donations in the outreach box and thanks for
supporting our monthly mission projects.

Lynn’s Wonderings
It’s time to get all those ghosts and goblins out. As you all know our A-MAZE-ING
Family Fun Festival was cancelled due to very high winds, rain and snow. It all
spoiled the day. Did you know that this is the first time in 9 years we had to cancel.
One year we could not have the bounce houses. Safety first, right? We have stored all
the toys and the decorations for next year. Thank you all for the candy!!!! We gave
candy out to the youth group and Kids First for their Halloween parties. On Thursday
the 31st, we handed out candy to the trick or treaters.
HomeSpun Boutique will be Saturday, November 9th, from 9AM TO 2PM. Santa and
Mrs. Clause will be here from the north pole from 10:30 to 1pm. Bring your cameras.
We are thankful that the Messman family have stepped up to bake their yummy rolls.
The soups will be wonderful to! So far, there will be ham & bean soup, chili, broccoli
cheese, chicken and noodle, and vegetable. Once again the Methodist come together.
The parlor will be beautiful decorated with trees and all kinds of treasures. The pantry
will be filled with all kinds of homemade goodies, tomato soup, Gary’s fudge, toffee,
honey butter, etc. We also have about 25 homebased businesses.
Thanksgiving is Thursday, November 28th. We are looking for a person who will cook
the turkey and potatoes, the rest is a potluck. The turkey is a large homegrown
turkey from the Splichal Family, Thank you!!!!!
Remember we are looking for some large roaster, that you are not using. Please
remember to put you name on any dishes that you want back!
BE HAPPY!

Lynn

Administrave News






The newsletter deadline for the December issue is
November 15.
It’s that time of year again to donate a POINSETTIA
for the Christmas season. Forms will be going out
in the bulletins for you to donate a poinsettia in
memory or in honor of a loved one. You may also
pick up a poinsettia form in the office.
Offices and Kids First will be closed November
28 & 29 for the Thanksgiving holiday.
With the busy holiday season comes early
deadlines. Please be sure you check the calendar
for early bulletin deadlines. December 1st
Bulletin Deadline is 11/26th!

October Financial Giving
October week 1: $7,032
October week 2: $5,828
October week 3: $3,698
October week 4: $782
YTD: $269,927 in 2019 vs
$273,047 in 2018
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9:00 UMW Board, W
9:15 COOL, L
10:00 Stephen Training, W
10:00 Grandmother’s In
Prayer, L
5:30 Salvation Army Mtg
6:30 Monday Night Bible

Mon

Wed
Wednesday Events
5:15 Supper, FH
5:30 Youth Choir, S
6:00 Methodist Bells
6:00 Kidz Club, WH
6:00 Bible Study, P
7:00 Chancel Choir, S

6

Thu

7

21

6:30 UMM, FH
1:30 Bingo, WH

14

9:00 Sewing Circle, WH 6:30 UMM, FH
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20

28

Fri

1

9:00 Bulletin Folders,
WH

8

Sat

2

Communion

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

9

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

30

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

23

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

16

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

Set Up for HomeSpun 9-2 HomeSpun

9:00 Bulletin Folders,L

15

Newsletter Deadline

9:00 Bulletin Folders,
WH

22

29

9:00 Sewing Circle, WH 6:30 UMM, FH
9:00 Bulletin Folders,
12:00 Senior Lunch, FH 10:00 Outreach Mtg., P
WH
11:30 New Life Lunch,
WH

27

OFFICE & Kids
First Closed

10:00 Rose Bible, WH
3:30 Visitation, L
5:00 SPPRC, WH
6:00 WWIP, L

26

OFFICE & Kids
First Closed

10:00 Rose Bible, WH
6:00 WWIP, L

9:00 Bulletin Folders,
WH
9:00 Newsletter
Folding, WH

19

10:00 Rose Bible, WH 5:30 Trustee Mtg., L
11:30 Kids First Board,
L
6:00 WWIP, L

12

10:00 Rose Bible, WH
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Stephen
Ministers, P
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Tue

November 2019
Sun

3

World Communion
8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Followers Bible
Study, P
10:30 Catpack Soup, FH

10

WNCC Choral Sunday 9:15 COOL, L
10:00 Grandmother’s
In Prayer, L
6:30 Monday Night
Bible, L
8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Dedication Recp.
10:30 Followers Bible
Study, P
11:00 Youth Group, WH

18

8:00 UMW, P (all day)
9:15 COOL, L
10:00 Grandmother’s In
Prayer, L
3:30 Caring Circle, P
6:30 Monday Night Bible,

17

8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Followers Bible, P
10:30 Mexico Miss. Breakfast
10:30 Finance Mtg., L
11:00 Youth Group, WH
2:00 Prayer Shawl, WH

25

9:15 COOL, L
10:00 Grandmother’s
In Prayer, L
6:30 Monday Night
Bible, L
6:30 AKTION, FH

24

8:00 Ad Council, WH
8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Followers Bible
Study,P
11:00 Youth Group, WH

Opportunities for Service
Would you like to give back to your church? Want
to be a part of the many missions FUMC provides?
Here are some “opportunities to serve” … all of
which require only minimum time and effort, yet
fill a need within our church –

What’s YOUR choice?

of the month. Those members who share this
duty always have a good visit and anyone is
welcome to join the fun! Look for the notice in the
bulletin.

Funeral Reception/Meal Ministry

-- Rebecca Shriver lines up greeters
for our church services. She has a schedule of
individuals/couples who greet on a regular basis,
i.e. early service the 1st Sunday of every month as
well as a list of people willing to greet from time to
time. If you would be willing to help greet on
occasion, give her a call at 641-9443 or leave your
name at the office.

When a funeral or celebration of life is held in our
church, the family often wants a time to gather
following the service.
Requests range from
cookies and coffee to a full meal and may be
needed for a few people or a hundred people.
Members of the congregation are called to provide
food or help on the needed date. The church does
not charge for this service, but families usually
make a donation. If you would like to volunteer to
provide food or to serve, please contact Marjorie
Stauffer or Lynn Doering.

Holy Grounds

Ushers

Communion Stewards

who work Sunday services. Ushers report for duty
20 minutes prior to the service time, greet
incoming worshipers and provide them with a
bulletin. In the absence of acolytes, the ushers
see that the candles on the altar are lit. They
assist with worship by guiding people for
communion and by passing the offering plates.
One of the usher team dims the lights for prayer
and someone is responsible for counting and
recording attendance. At the end of the service,
the ushers check the sanctuary for lost items;
replace Bibles and hymnals in the racks and see
that the offering is deposited at the bank. There
are currently eight active teams composed of at
least four individuals as well as a list of available
substitutes. Gary Lofing sets up a yearly schedule
and most teams work monthly services 3 times a
year. Contact Gary if you want to join in this
ministry.

Greeters

-- Do you enjoy coffee,
cookies and fellowship before and after our Sunday
service?
It doesn’t just happen --- members
donate cookies or serve as hosts to provide this
time for us. Here’s an easy way to help out –
whether you buy or bake, donate cookies or take
the time to help serve one Sunday morning.
Contact Lynn Doering if you want to become
involved.

Stewards set up for communion on the first
Sunday of the month and for special communion
dates – how about volunteering to do it once or
twice a year ?

Liturgists

-- read the scripture during
services……….contact Elaine Pile or Barb Croft if
you are willing to serve in this way.

Newsletter

Folding

-- Each month
newsletters are sent out to the members of FUMC
-- both locally and in other states. Raylene Gies
puts our newsletter together and sends it either via
email or US Mail to all members. Various church
members donate their time to fold the newsletters,
seal and label them – usually on the last Thursday

-- This ministry is comprised of teams

Flowers on the Altar — Bible Studies —
Senior Lunch — Wednesday night
cooks/servers — Sunday School —
Prayer Shawl Ministry — Soup Kitchen

What’s YOUR choice?

YOUTH DATES TO REMEMBER
DATE

Kidz Club

3rd-5th

6th-12th

Sunday, Nov. 3

Catpacks Soup
Fundraiser

Sunday, Nov. 10

Youth Group 11:00

Sunday, Nov. 17

Youth Group, 11:00

Sunday, Nov. 24

Youth Group, 11:00

Sunday, Dec. 1

Deliver Communion
to Shut-Ins

Sunday, Dec. 8

Christmas Program Christmas Program Christmas Program

Sunday, Dec. 15

Youth Group, 11:00

Wed. Dec. 18

Caroling/Party

Caroling/Party

Sunday, Dec. 22

Stable Gathering

Stable Gathering

For more information:

Missi Iasillo

Caroling/Party
Stable Gathering

Phone: 225-2527 or miasillo@aol.com

Introducing
……………………
Dave Cook – Dave transferred to
FUMC from the Oshkosh Wesleyan
Church on Oct. 13. He grew up in
Palmer NE and graduated from the
University of Nebraska.
Dave
became acquainted with our
church through Sherry Preston –
who is now his wife. He has been
attending here for more than a
year and will be serving on the
Trustees Committee in 2020.
Dave works for the Natural
Resources Conservation District
and outside of work he enjoys
hunting, fishing and outdoor
activities.

SENIOR LUNCH on November
20 and December 18
Senior Lunch will be on November
20 and December 18 at 12 Noon.
Sign up by the office and come
enjoy a great lunch and great
company.
Everyone is always
welcome!

Charge Conference
Charge Conference will be
rescheduled. We will let you know
as soon as we know the details of
the date and where.

ANNUAL CATPACKS SOUP
LUNCH FUNDRAISER – Nov. 3
This year’s soup luncheon on Sunday,
Nov. 3 from 10:30-1:30 pm. It is a free
will offering and all of the money
will go to buy food for the Weekend
Backpack Food Program for the
schools in Scottsbluff and Gering.
There are many different kinds of
soups and rolls, chips and desserts.
Come enjoy a great Sunday lunch
and support a wonderful cause in our
own community!!!

“HANGING OF THE GREENS”
Cooler temperatures, leaves falling and
stores already filled with Christmas
decorations reminds us Christmas is just
around the corner!!
The day is approaching when we decorate
our church for the Christmas season,
and we need YOU to join us on Saturday,
November 30, 2019, at 8:30 a.m. to
“Hang the Greens”!
Come at 8:30 or anytime during the
morning to lend a helping hand!
“Hanging the Greens” is a special time of
fellowship as we gather to prepare our
church for the Advent and Christmas
seasons!! We will have the coffee ready
and some goodies to snack on to keep us
energized!
Any assistance you can give will be
appreciated! Lots of hands are needed to
accomplish the task! Questions – call
Elaine Pile (436-5689), Connie Meyer
(575-1131) or Lynn Doering (635-2069).
SAVE THE DATE!! See you November
30th!!

Bob Doering, Willy Quindt…………………..………...3
Dear Church Family,
A couple of weeks ago, I had my knee replaced.
I was home sitting in my recliner, in a sun dress,
trying to keep from turning on the heat, when
Marilyn came with a beautiful pink prayer shawl.
It felt so Good, so warm and soft. I’ve put it on
many times and thought, what a true “God send”
it is.
Thank you so much Church family and also for
the loving visit from Marilyn.
Love
Jan Curtright
Dear Marilyn, COOL Committee & Prayer Shawl
Crafters,
When Marilyn dropped the prayer shawl around
my shoulders, it felt like a warm hug from my
church family. In the early days of my healing, I
slept with it over my shoulders as my comfort—
positional pillows made it difficult to keep my
blanket up.
This prayer shawl is a striking red, white & blue
with an intriguing pattern. Well done to whoever
make it.
Thank you!
Grace, Peace & Love
Barbara Ropp
Thank you for allowing the Geil Elementary staff
and students to borrow the VBS animals and
posters for our “Rock you School” Jumanji. It
was a hit and everyone loved the decorations.
Thanks again.
Jamie & Geil Elementary School

Michael McCreary……………………………………….4
Richard Marker, Br ent Aulick, Car ol Ender le………5
Connor Mohr, Sherry Preston…………...……..…...……6
Jenny McCreary, Craig Collins………………...………..7

Zachary Connot…………………………………….…….8
Travis Lewis, Paul Snyder….............................................9
Sandy Gutwein……….…………..………………..……10
Betty Heuck, Dodie Massey, Shar on Ott, J im Bar ker ,
Bob Stowell, Shirley Meeks………………..…………..11
Randy Derr, Kaitlyn Peterson………....………………..12
Linda Abernethy, John Galindo………..…….….….…..18
Melba Hendee……………..……..……...….……….....19
Linda Schneider………….………………....….…..…...20
Sherry Schmidt, Darlene Hall...……...……...…....…….21
Susan Lofing………..…………….….……...……...…..23
Joni Cowan……….………………….……...…….........24
Davin Peterson.…....……………………...……….........25
Lou Jolliffe…..……………….………………….…….26
Beth Bjorling….…………………..……...………...….28

WNCC Choral Sunday
WNCC Choral Sunday will be November 10th during
service. WNCC and the Chancel choir will have a special
presentation for Mr. & Mrs. Bacon. Following service there
will be a special fellowship hour with lots of amazing food.
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