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Connecting people
at First United Methodist Church
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall
name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”
Matthew 1:23
Greetings to you, in the name
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ!
I always look forward to
Christmas, for the celebration of
the birth of Jesus. It’s one of
the greatest celebrations of the
year for me. The season of
Advent begins on December 1.
I will begin a new sermon series
called, “Are We There Yet?”
The season of Advent is a
highlight of any congregation’s
life. It is a time of joy, color,
light, and anticipation. And it is
a time of worship. This is a
season that calls us to fall to
our knees in worship of the
awesome God. Advent is the
season where we remember
that God chose to put on flesh
and dwell among us. God
reached
down
from
incomprehensible heights to
touch the life we live. And God
chose to be born in the
humblest of ways, in a manger,
in a barn, or a cave, or on the

side of the road. The Creator
God Almighty crying in the
prickly hay, fodder for animals.
There is no proper response,
other than worship.
Join us each Sunday as we are
going to be on a journey.
You’ve made journeys before in
this season: the journey to
Bethlehem; perhaps, the
journey to Christmas. Perhaps
this year, our horizons are a
little farther and a little broader.
Perhaps this is a journey to a
place you have longed for and
yet have never quite reached.
Perhaps this is a journey you
have heard about since you first
became a follower of Jesus.
And you are not alone; many
have been on this journey and
longing for this destination
since the beginning of the
people of God. So, they will be
our partners on this journey,
companions as we travel.
Journeying together this
Advent+ season will be the
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Breakfast



Dec 5th - Kids First
Christmas Program



Dec 8th - Youth
Christmas Program @ &
Cookie Exchange



Dec 15th - Chancel Choir
& Orchestra & breakfast



Dec 16th - Newsletter
Deadline



Dec 18th - Senior Lunch



Dec 22nd - Stable
Gathering



Dec 24th - Christmas Eve
Service 5 & 7 pm



Dec 25th - Merry
Christmas!!!

whole family of God, the ones who occupy the seats beside you as
you gather together for this shared experience. Present and not
present, these are the ones who occupy your minds and hearts as
you seek this new place, this new way of being together.
Invariably, when we travel together, some are more anxious than
others. Some may prefer to stay where they are. Others are so
hopeful of what is to come that they may begin to overwhelm the
rest. Some just want the journey to be over. Others are content to
enjoy the ride. Journeys impact us in different ways. But even with
the best of intentions and the joy of community, it won’t be long
before someone says, “Are we there yet?”

ADVENT
Are we there yet?

This season, let that question not be a whine from an
uncomfortable back seat or an impatient traveler; let it be a plea for God to break into our reality and bring
us the glorious fulfillment of the promise; let it be a hope that God remains in charge, despite the trouble we
see in the landscape through which we travel; let it be a call to work and worship in this season of light.
Lori and I love you and feel so blessed to be serving all of you. Our church family is very important to us. We
look forward with great expectation to the joy of worshiping and celebrating Christ’s birth with each of you.
God bless you as we journey together. Let us travel with great expectation for hope, peace, love and joy this
season and always.
Blessings and Love to you all!

Pastor Craig

Mexico Mission
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS:
WILL YOU ANSWER?

Why not be a part of the Mexico Mission?
Visit a third world town, get dirty, work
hard...and have a heart–warming experience
you’ll always remember.

WHEN:

February 1 - 9, 2020

WHERE:
Mer cedes, TX and Nuevo
Progresso, Mexico
WHAT: Build casitas for impover ished
families
SKILL REQUIRED: None
COST: Minimal
WHY: Because you want to and it needs
to be done
Want more info? Ask Dan Windhorst or Tom
Holyoke

Kids First
6

Isaiah 9:6 English Standard Version
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given;
...and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Greetings from the land of children!! We are very
thankful for your faithful support of our preschool
and we hope November was a blessing for all of you.
Here at Kids First, we had a great Novemberlearning about being thankful through stories and
songs. We had our Thanksgiving Feast with our
parents. As always, it was a wonderful time of
yummy food and fellowship-a time to slow down in
our busyness and enjoy each other. As the end of
the month approaches, it also has us thinking toward
Advent and the Christmas season. The children
have begun practicing for our Christmas program,
which will be on Thursday, Dec. 5th at 7:00 pm. We
are looking forward to celebrating the birth of our
savior, Jesus and hope that you can join us! We wish
for you a Christmas filled with many blessings and
much peace!

Stephen Ministry Caring Corner
Only Then—Can You Keep
Christmas—Henry Van Dyke
Timeless Message taken from
Christmas Ideals Vol. 1 1944!
Are you willing to forget what you have done for
other people, and to remember what other
people have done for you; to ignore what the
world owes you, and to think what you owe to
the world; to put your rights in the background,
and your duties in the middles distance, and
your chances to do a little more than your duty
in the foreground; to see that your fellowmen
are just as real as you are, and try to look
behind their faces to their hearts, hungry for joy;
to own that probably the only good reason for
your existence is not what you are going to get
out of life, but what you are going to give to life;
to close your book of complaints against the
management of the universe, and look around
you for a place where you can sow a few seeds
of happiness—are you willing to do these things
even for a day: Then you can keep Christmas.
Are you willing to stoop down and consider the
needs and the desires of little children; to
remember the weakness and loneliness of
people who are growing old; to stop asking how
much your friends love you, and ask yourself
whether you love them enough; to bear in mind
the things that other people have to bear on
their heart; to try to understand what those who
live in the same house with you really want,
without waiting for them to tell you; to trim your
lamp so that it will give more light and less
smoke, and to carry it in front so that your
shadow will fall behind you; to make a grave for
your ugly thoughts, and a garden for your kindly
feelings, with the gate open---are you willing to
do these things even for a day? Then you can
keep Christmas.
Are you willing to believe that love is the
strongest thing in the world—stronger than hate,
stronger than evil, stronger than death—and
that the blessed life which began in Bethlehem
nineteen hundred years ago is the image and
brightness of the Eternal Love? Then you can
keep Christmas.
And if you keep it for a day, why not always?
But remember, you can never keep it alone!

December Mission Outreach
Our December Mission Outreach includes
the Seat & Feet Tree and the CAPWN
Food Pantry. The tree will be located
outside the church office and is to be
“decorated” with socks and underwear for
children.
All items collected will be
donated to local schools or the Finders
Keepers Foster Care program.
The Community Action
Program of Western
Nebraska (CAPWN) is
home to a food pantry
sponsored by the local
Council of Ministries.
Each member church is
assigned one month a
year to collect food for
this pantry (FUMC does this in February)
and then all member churches are asked
to donate during December as well.
Both of these projects are EASY to
support! Watch for sales and pick up
packages of socks or underwear or nonperishable food items and drop them in the
outreach box in Fellowship Hall.
Thank you for your support of our monthly
projects --- Merry Christmas!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Well, here we go! December is here! Lots to do. Keep in touch, read your newsletter
and bulletins, watch for the posters around the church. We have a very busy church and
you do not want to miss anything going on this month.
We still have vanilla from Mexico. It is the best for all of your holiday baking. We only
have the 12oz size both dark and white. They sell for only $5.00 along. We also haveh
organic baking cocoa, 8oz size for $6.00. Don’t forget we also have Equal Exchange
coffee and tea. They are in the glass case in fellowship hall. Please see Lynn for
assistance.
Thank you everyone for all your help with HomSpun 2019! We are closing and writing
the pro’s and concerns for next year. We would like your thoughts about this event.
Talk with me, Sherry or Pastor Craig.
THE GOD BOX! Soon there will be a GOD BOX on the glass show case in fellowship hall.
I was reading my Upper Room and on the 12th and 13 of November, and there was a
prayer: “Dear Lord, Grant us the courage to trust you with all of our worries and fears,
Amen.” The God box is for us to give God all of our worries, fears and any
concern’s. The God box will be locked and no one will open it, only God knows. You do
not have to sign your concerns, only God will read them. We may struggle to trust God
in uncertain situations, but when we surrender our worries, God can heal us and
provide for us. Since we lost Linda T, I know she is in God’s hands and is our angel
watching over us all. When I give my worries to God, I find peace. There will be more
info will follow.
When bringing anything to the church, be sure you have your name on it, or if you have
something for me please put your name on it so I know who to thank.
Thank you to Pastor Craig and Lori for hosting and fixing the turkey for the
Thanksgiving potluck.
Lynn

Administrave News






The newsletter deadline for the January
issue is December 16.
Offices and Kids First will be closing at
Noon December 24 and will be closed
December 25. Merry Christmas!
With the busy holiday season comes a
busy calendar. Please make sure to
contact the Church office to get on our
calendar if you have an event coming
up.

November Financial Giving
November week 1: $10,632
November week 2: $8,289
November week 3: $6,672
November week 4: $5,639
YTD: $298,948 in 2019 vs
$299,169 in 2018

UM Men’s Christmas Basket
The United Methodist Men will again be
delivering Christmas Baskets this Dec. Last
year we delivered around 50 baskets and
plan to do that many again. We will serve a
fund raising breakfast on Dec. 1st after
service at 10:30. Please plan to staying for
this free will breakfast of pancakes, eggs and
sausage.

If you want to donate as an individual or
group, donations may be giving to Brian
Larson, Roger Russell, or the church office.
Thank you for your support in providing a
meal for families this Christmas. You are
invited to join us to put the baskets together
and delivered on Thursday, December 19th.
We will start at 6:30a.m.
Roger Russell, UMM President

UM Men’s Christmas Basket
The United Methodist Women will be
hosting their Annual Christmas Brunch for
the women of the church on December 14th
at 9:30am in the Fellowship hall. You do
not have to be a member to come to this
fun time of celebrating our yearly
accomplishments. The theme this year is
Ring Those Christmas Bells! We would love
it if you bring a favorite bell that has some
meaning to you. This is not mandatory, of
course. Please join us as we gather for
food, fun and fellowship.
Call Marianne
Chapman 308.641.1610 or the church office
if you have any questions and to reserve
your place at the table. Thanks!
Megan Chapman, UMW President.

SENIOR LUNCH FOR
DECEMBER
Senior Lunch for December will be
held on the third Wednesday,
December 18th. It will begin at 12
noon and the Program will be the
Kids First Christmas Program. We
will watch the program first and
then have lunch. Be sure to sign
up by the church office.

Stable Gathering
We will be joining together on Dec.
22 for our Stable Gathering. We
will leave from the Church at 3
p.m. and travel to Kim and Dave
Henson’s ranch (2825 County Road
36 Harrisburg, NE).
Weather
pending, we may get to take a ride
in their wagon pulled by Hank and
Jesse. We will enjoy hot cocoa,
cookies and Christmas music in
their home. Then at dark we will
move out to the barn, where we
will hear the Christmas story in the
midst of the smells and the sounds
of a stable. Anyone and everyone
is welcome. Ride with us in the
c h u r c h
vehicles, of
follow us in
yours. This
is a special
event that
is sure to
bless you.
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Mon
3

Tue

10

9:00 UMW Board, W
6:00 WWIP, L
9:15 COOL, L
6:00 Stephen
10:00 Stephen Training,
Ministers, P
W
6:30 Monday Night Bible,
L

9
6:00 WWIP, L
11:30 Kids First
Board, L

17

Wed
4

9:00 Sewing Circle,
WH

11

18

25

9:00 Sewing Circle,
WH
12:00 Senior Lunch,
FH

24

Fri

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

Sat

Thu

9:30 UMW Christmas
Brunch, FH
5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

12

19

13

20

27

28

21

14

7

9:00 Bulletin Folders,
WH

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

26

6:30 UMM, FH
9:00 Newsletter
Folding, WH

6
6:30 UMM, FH
7:00 Kids First
Christmas
Program, S

9:00 Bulletin Folders,
WH

5:00 Casual Worship
6:00 Sat. Supper

5

6:30 UMM, FH
9:00 Bulletin Folders,
Put Christmas baskets
WH
together
10:00 Outreach, P
11:30 New Life Lunch,
WH

6:30 UMM, FH

9:00 Bulletin Folders,
WH

December 2019
Sun
1

Communion
8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Followers Bible
Study, P
10:30 UMM Breakfast

8

Youth Program
9:15 COOL, L
10:00 Stephen
Training, W
6:30 Monday Night

16

8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Cookie Exchange
10:30 Followers Bible
Study, P

15
9:15 COOL, L
10:00 Stephen Training,
W
3:30 Caring Circle, P
6:30 Monday Night

Orchestra & Choir
8:50 Sunday School, CC
9:30 Worship, S
10:30 Followers Bible, P
10:30 Choir Breakfast
2:00 Prayer Shawl, WH

23

Merry Christmas
5:00 Christmas Eve Service,
7:00 Christmas Eve Service

31

Wednesday Events

OFFICE & Kids First
Close at Noon

Newsletter Deadline 3:30 Visitation
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Stephen
Ministers, P

22

30

8:50 Sunday School, 9:15 COOL, L
CC
10:00 Stephen
9:30 Worship, S
Training, W
10:30 Followers Bible 6:30 Monday Night
Study,P
3:00 Stable Gathering

29

8:50 Sunday School, 9:15 COOL, L
9:30 Worship, S
10:00 Stephen
10:30 Followers Bible
Training, W
Study,P
6:30 Monday Night

5:15 Supper, FH
OFFICE & Kids First
5:30 Youth Choir, S
Close at Noon
6:00 Methodist Bells
6:00 Kidz Club, WH
6:00 Bible Study, P
7:00 Chancel Choir, S

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM & COOKIE EXCHANGE
We are going to be performing a Christmas program during services on Dec. 8th at 9:30. There
will also be a cookie exchange between services, so please bring a dozen and take a dozen.
Please feel free to just come enjoy cookies if you don’t want to bring any---there will be plenty.
Come enjoy the season with the children of our church and get into the real Christmas spirit!

YOUTH DATES TO REMEMBER
DATE

Kidz Club

3rd-5th

6th-12th

Sunday, Dec. 1

Deliver Communion
to Shut-Ins

Sunday, Dec. 8

Christmas Program Christmas Program Christmas Program

Sunday, Dec. 15

Youth Group, 11:00

Wed. Dec. 18

Caroling/Party

Caroling/Party

Sunday, Dec. 22

Stable Gathering

Stable Gathering

Caroling/Party
Stable Gathering

Holiday
Concert
Series

DECEMBER 5

DECEMBER 8

DECEMBER 15

DECEMBER 24

Kids First
Preschool &
Daycare
Christmas
Program @ 7pm

Youth
Christmas
Program @
9:30 Services

Full Orchestra
& Chancel
Choir @ 9:30
Service

Christmas Eve
Services @
5 & 7 pm

Cookie Exchange
after service

free will breakfast
to follow

Fill your Season with Song
Chancel Choir
Be sure to put December 15th
on your busy calendar. Come
sing selected Christmas carols
and enjoy a full orchestra and
Chancels Choir at our 9:30
service.
Breakfast will be
served following service as a
free will offering to help pay for
the orchestra cost. This is one
service you won’t want to miss.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Kids First
The sounds of children singing
are filling the rooms at Kids
First. We have been practicing
and will perform our Christmas
Program Thursday, December
5th at 7:00 p.m. Please came
and support our daycare
ministry.
They will also be
performing this program at the
Senior Lunch on December
18th.

Christmas Eve Services
Christmas Eve Services will be held at 5 and 7 PM
on Saturday, December 24. The Methodist Bells will
perform at the 5 PM service and the Chancel Choir
will perform at the 7 PM service.

To whom it may concern,
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We are
grateful beyond wards!! So blessed!! Your help
with fixing our windows after that terrible hail
storm will never be forgotten.
I don’t know what we would have done without
your help. Words are powerless to express our
gratitude!!
Mike Alfred & Pat Hort
Dear First United Methodist Church,
Thank you for the beautiful prayer shawl and all
your prayers and support.
I have completed 6 weeks of radiation and chemo.
Now, I’m on a 4 week break before starting high
dose chemo.
Please continue to pray that the chemo successfully
targets the cancer cells.
Love,
Holly Blackwood

*Do you shop at these retailers?

*Do you plan on buying gift cards
for these retailers for Christmas?
*Are there other retailers you
shop at or may need gift cards
for?
Then

Scrip Card

is for you! Scrip Card

allows you to purchase gift cards for a variety
of retailers at face value. When you purchase
a gift card through the church’s Scrip Card
program, the church will receive a portion of
the proceeds from the sale—Fundraising While
You Shop. There are over 700 retailers that
participate in the program—so we’re sure we
can find the retailer you’re looking for! We
have some available for purchase today!

Ordering is easy just contact the
office!
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Blue Christmas
Blue Christmas will be at St. Francis Episcopal
Church this year at 7 PM on Thursday, December
19th. This service is for those for whom Christmas is
not joyful; for those who are confronted with the
loss of loved ones, feeling isolated and alone,
perhaps even feeling depressed. On this night we
remember and place our hope in Christ. All are
welcome to attend.
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