
Church Events 
 Feb 2

nd
 – Souper Bowl of 

 Caring  
 (soup lunch after service) 

 Feb 13
th

 – Bingo 

 Feb 14
th

 – Happy 
 Valentine’s Day 

 Feb 14
th

 – Newsletter 
 Deadline 

 Feb 16
th

 – Chocolate 
 Sunday   
 (potluck bring anything 

 chocolate to share after 

 service) 

 Feb 16
th

 – UMM 
 Valentine’s Dinner 

 Feb 19
th

 – Senior Lunch 

 Feb 28
th

 – Bingo 

By now, either through reports by 
the media, or from me in 
worship, you have likely heard 
about legislation that will be 
presented this May in 
Minneapolis at the 2020 General 
Conference that would make a 
way for our denomination of The 
United Methodist Church to 
separate into at least two 
denominations. A statement was 
released in the first week of 
January entitled “A Protocol of 
Reconciliation and Grace through 
Separation.”  Bishop Robert 
Schnase, who serves the Rio 
Texas Conference, has put 
together a concise summary of 
the eight-page document. I find 
his summary very helpful and 
share much of it with you, below.  

 The Protocol represents work 
done by a group of United 
Methodists from across the world 
who embody diverse voices and 
constituencies of our church. The 
writing of this Protocol was done 

in collaboration with Kenneth 
Feinberg, PC, noted mediator 
known for his work with the 
September 11th Victim’s 
Compensation Fund, the Virginia 
Tech and Boston Marathon 
victims, and the BP Deepwater 
Horizon Disaster.  Mr. Feinberg, 
who is not a United Methodist, 
offered his professional guidance 
to us pro bono.  

While not perfect, the Protocol 
addresses many important 
concerns of United Methodists 
from across the global church.  
The work was unanimously 
affirmed and signed by the 
sixteen participants. This Protocol 
does not represent a final 
decision for a course of action for 
the United Methodist Church.  
Rather, the General Conference 
will receive this recommendation 
and proposed legislation at their 
May meeting and will have the 
authority to adopt it, modify it, or 
to adopt something different. 

Connec ions 
Connecting People 

AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER |  PASTOR CRAIG COLLINS l  WORSHIP SERVICE: SAT. @ 5 P.M., SUN. @ 9:30 A.M.  

Grace and peace to you in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 



Key features of the Protocol 
include: 

 The continuance of The 
United Methodist Church. 
The United Methodist 
Church remains The United 
Methodist Church.  All 
churches desiring to remain 
United Methodists will not 
need to do anything 
different or to make any 
further decisions. 

 A grac ious way of 
d e p a r t u r e  f o r  a 
traditionalist conservative 
Methodist Church as a 
denomination, with a 
financial settlement to help 
form the new church. 

 The creation of four 
regional conferences—
Africa, U.S., Europe, 
Philippines—each with its 
own ability to adapt the 
B o o k  o f  D i s c i p l i n e 
according to its context. 

 The removal of restrictive 
language re la ted to 
ministry with LGBTQ 
persons in the U.S. post-
s e p a r a t i o n  U n i t e d 
Methodist Church following 
t h e  M a y  G e n e r a l 
Conference. 

 Holding in abeyance any 
administrative or judicial 
p r oce s se s  r e ga rd i ng 
restrictions in    the Book of 
Discipline related to LGBTQ 
persons, as of January 1, 
2020. 

 Creation of a fund to 
strengthen the Black 
Church, ethnic ministries, 
a n d  w o r k  a m o n g 
marginalized persons. 

 No annual conference or 
local church is required to 
vote.  By default, churches 
and conferences remain in 
the continuing United 
Methodist Church unless 
they decide they wish to 
vote to leave.  

 No one is asked to leave 
the United Methodist 
Church, and every pastor, 
member, and   church is 
invited to stay.  However, 
those who desire to 
separate from the United 
Methodist Church are given 
a graceful means to do so.  
The plan provides a 
t ime l ine for  order ly 
separation.  

 Wespath will offer service 
a c r o s s  t h e  v a r i ou s 
Methodist expressions, 
assuring the continuity of 
pensions and benefits.                      

 This Protocol seeks to offer 
a respectful path forward 
t h a t  t r e a t s  U n i t e d 
Methodists from varying 
contexts, and with diverse 
l i fe experiences and 
d i f f e r i ng  theo l og i ca l 
understandings, with grace 
and dignity.     

Since this is a negotiated 
proposal, everyone will likely 
feel that it does not completely 
satisfy all their personal 
desired outcomes.  The 
denomination needs to look for 
the best solution to address 
the current long-standing 
impasse on LGBTQ inclusion, a 
solution that fosters vibrant 
communities of faith in as 
many places and forms as 
possible to bear witness to the 

grace of God.  Please reflect 
on the content and spirit of the 
proposal. Carry the future of 
the church with you in your 
prayers during these months 
to come.   

I have the press release, the 
Protocol, and Frequently Asked 
Questions available at the 
church office for you to read. 
If you are reading this from a 
digital format, I’ve included 
links to each document. Like 
Bishop Schnase, I recommend 
you read these documents 
prayerfully. Do not rely merely 
on news stories in the press or 
opinions shared on social 
media. Take special note of 
t he  F requen t l y  Asked 
Questions (FAQs).  

If you so desire, I look forward 
to visiting with you about 
General Conference and what 
it means to our church or to 
you personally. Stop by or give 
me a call. In the meantime, 
keep our church in your 
prayers. Let us continue our 
call to ministry, sharing the 
love of Jesus Christ as we 
serve our church and 
community, remembering our 
mission: “To gather as God’s 
people, to grow in faith and 
love of Jesus Christ, and to 
go, enabled by the Holy Spirit 
to share God’s love with all.”  

Peace, Love, Hope, and Joy!  

 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/united-methodist-traditionalists-centrists-progressives-bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-at-separation-13133654
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-united-methodist-mediation-team-13133711
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-united-methodist-mediation-team-13133711


Stephen Ministry 

February = 
Mission Possible 
 

 

 

Stephen Ministry a Win-Win-Win 

for Pastors, Caregivers, and Care 
Receivers 
 

Brett Glover is a pastor and Stephen Leader 
at an International Congregation in 
Australia.  His church has been a Stephen 
Ministry congregation since 2008.  He 
shared the following story for other Stephen 
Ministry congregations like ours.   

“Stephen Ministry has given our 
congregation an outstanding vehicle for 
caring ministry.  Sometimes caring can take 
a backseat in church life, but Stephen 
Ministry creates a greater awareness of the 
need for people to be there for other people 
during difficult times.  Once we began our 
Stephen Ministry, people started to relate to 
each other differently.  They’ve become 
more intentional about looking out for each 
other, caring for each other, and becoming 
closer to each other.  It’s a contagious thing. 

Stephen Ministers do a great job of walking 
alongside people going through though 
times—grief, divorce, separation, sickness, 
or loneliness.  They bring Christ’s healing 
love to people in such situations, so it’s a 
perfect fit as we move toward a more 
missional focus in our church.   We’ve 
 seen that even people who find it 
difficult to accept the church appreciate 
being comforted when  they’re hurting.  
They welcome relationship.  So we connect 
our Stephen Ministers to people in our 
church who are hurting, and our Stephen 
Ministers meet with them, care for them, 
build a  relationship, and introduce 
them to God’s love.” 

FUMC wants to continue this valuable 
ministry in our church.  Please prayerfully 
consider giving your time and talents to 
become a Stephen Minister or Stephen 
Leader.  Application Forms are available in 
the church office.    

 

Our local FOOD PANTRY provides 
groceries to families within our 
community in need of  help.  Cooperative 
Ministries assigns its member churches a 
specific month to stock the pantry at 
CAPWN (Community Action Partnership 
of  Western Nebraska) so that there is 
always food available when needed.  
February is FUMC’s designated month.  

 
This is an easy project to participate in -- 
just grab an extra can or two of  
vegetables or other non-perishable items 
whenever you shop for groceries and 
then drop it off  when you come to 
church.   

 
Last year our bin was overflowing, 

 so let’s do it again!  
 



Lynn’s Wonderings 
Saturday, January 18th has been a year since we started our Saturday Night Supper Church!  We starting 

with 5 people for supper and are now up to as many 42.  If you are not able to come on a Sunday, there 

is Saturday at 5 pm, followed by a yummy  meal.  Everyone is welcome. 

A big thank you to Beta Sigmaphi Sorority, Scottsbluff & Gering for making, serving and cleaning up 

for Saturday night supper.  Also thank you to the Rose Bible Study for the salads and desserts.  We 

have had many people volunteer to cook the meal for Saturday night, and it is much appreciated.   

Please see a sign up sheet on the bulletin board by the office if you want to help.  

Martha & Mathew (M & M) will resume again this year 2020. This schedule gives an opportunity  for 

all to serve in the church’s ministries These ministries include funeral dinner’s, special events, garage 

sale, spring festival, homespun, holiday baking treats, Kids First cookies and etc. This approach 

encourages our members  to help during a specific month.  In January, February, and March, I will call 

on the last names that begin with A, B, C, or D . In April, May , and June, members whose last name 

begin with E thru H.  In July, August, and September the names that begin with I thru O, and finally 

October, November and December will be the end of the alphabet.  Of course, this schedule is flexible. 

If you can’t help this time let me know, I can move you to a different month. If you want to help any 

time, and not your assigned month you are welcome to just volunteer.  

Bingo is going on every second and fourth Thursday in Wesley Hall at 1:30 pm.  Everything is FREE!  

We have coffee and a little snack each time. We would love to have donations, like white elephants, 

candy and etc. No pressure, just fun and great fellowship. 

Do you like Kisses?  Valentines day is just around the corner. Sunday, February 16th is the ymmy , 

famous Chocolate Sunday.  Everything chocolate will be served.  Donations will go to Helping Hands 

Ministry.   

Don’t forget to get your tickets for UMM Valentine’s Dinner. 

Take care and we will see you all around!                                                                                     Lynn 

January Financial 

Giving 
 

Jan.  5 - $17,977.03 

Jan.12 - $17,279.70 

Jan.19 - $10,291.72 

Jan.26 - $10,699.75 

We paid 100% of our 

mission shares for 2019 

 

 

Admin. Corner 
 The Connections deadline for the March issue is 

February 14th
. 

 Don’t Forget we offer Electronic Funds Transfer, for 
your convenience. 

 Would you like to have the newsletter emailed to 
you, instead of having it mailed?  Please email 
Raylene at rgies@firstumcsb.com, and let her 
know. 

 If you have a change in your address or phone 
number, please let the office know or list it on the 
attendance pad so we can update our records. 



February 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   Wednesday 
Events 

 

5:15  Supper, FH 
5:30 Youth Choir  
6:00 Methodist 
Bells 
6:00 Kidz Club,  
6:00 Bible Study  
7:00 Chancel 
Choir 

  1 
5:00 Casual 
Worship 
6:00 Sat. Supper 

2 
8:50 Sunday 
School, CC 
9:30 Worship, S 
10:30 Followers 
Bible Study, P 
10:30 Souper 
Bowl of Caring 

3 
9:00 UMW Board,  
9:15 COOL, L 
10:00 Stephen 
       Training, W 
10:00 Grandma’s 
        in Prayer ,L 
6:30 Monday     
     Night Bible, L 

4 
10:00 Rose Bible,     
                     WH 
6:00 WWIP, L 
6:00 Stephen  
Ministers, P 

5 
9:00 Sewing 
Circle, WH 
 

6 
6:30 UMM, FH 
9:00 Staff Mtg., L 

7 
9:00 Bulletin 
Folders, WH 

8 
5:00 Casual 
Worship 
6:00 Sat. Supper 

9 
8:50 Sunday 
School, CC 
9:30 Worship, S 
10:30 Followers 
Bible Study, P 

 
 

10 
9:15 COOL, L 
10:00 Stephen 
Training, W 
10:00 Grandma’s 
in Prayer ,L 
6:30 Monday 
Night Bible, L 

11 
10:00 Rose Bible,  
                     WH 
6:00 WWIP, L 
11:30 Kids First 
Board, L 

12 
5:30 Trustee, WH 

13 
6:30 UMM, FH 
9:00 Staff Mtg., L 
1:30 Bingo, WH 

14 
Happy 

Valentine’s 
Day 

 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

9:00 Bulletin 
Folders, WH 

15 
5:00 Casual 
Worship 
6:00 Sat. Supper 

16 
8:50 Sun. School  
9:30 Worship, S 
10:30 Followers 
Bible Study, P 
10:30 Chocolate  
Sunday 
NO Finance Mtg 
2:00 PrayerShawl 
6:00 UMM  
Valentine’s 

17 
9:15 COOL, L 
10:00 Stephen 
Training, W 
10:00 Grandma’s 
in Prayer ,L 
3:30 Caring  
Circle, P 
6:30 Monday 
Night Bible, L 

18 
10:00 Rose Bible,  
                    WH 
5:00 SPPRC, L 
6:00 WWIP, L 
6:00 Stephen 
Ministers, P 

19 
9:00 Sewing 
Circle, WH 
12:00 Senior 
Lunch, FH 

20 
6:30 UMM, FH 
9:00 Staff Mtg., L 
10:00 Outreach, P 
11:30 New Life 
Lunch, WH 
12:00 Coop.   
        Ministries, P 

21 
9:00 Bulletin 
Folders, WH 

22 
5:00 Casual 
Worship 
6:00 Sat. Supper 

23 
8:50 Sunday 
School, CC 
9:30 Worship, S 
10:30 Followers 
Bible Study, P 
10:45 Ad Council  

24 
9:15 COOL, L 
10:00 Stephen 
Training, W 
10:00 Grandma’s 
in Prayer, L 
6:30 AKTION,FH 
6:30 Monday 
Night Bible, L 

25 
10:00 Rose Bible,  
                   WH 
3:30 Visitation, P 
6:00 WWIP, L 

26 
Ash 

Wednesday 

27 
6:30 UMM, FH 
9:00 Staff Mtg., L 
9:00 Newsletter  
Folding, WH 
1:30 Bingo, WH 

28 
9:00 Bulletin 
Folders, WH 

29 
5:00 Casual 
Worship 
6:00 Sat. Supper 

FEBRUARY MISSION….Our local FOOD PANTRY 
provides groceries to families within our community in 
need of help.  Cooperative Ministries assigns its member 
churches a specific month to stock the 
pantry at CAPWN so that there is 
always food available when needed. 

Also  Youth Peanut Butter Drive 



UMW  
The United Methodist Women would like to 

invite the ladies of  the Church to join the 

Caring Circle on Monday, February 17, at 

3:30 pm in the Parlor for our annual 

program for Pray and Self-Denial to help 

the UMW's missions.  Our offering this year 

will  meet God's Call to Form Communities 

to help promote God's Love and Caring for 

All.  The Offering will go to local 

communities, Conference communities, and 

Worldwide communities.    The program 

will explain and explore some of  these 

communities.     Please join us as we study 

the impact our offering will have. 

 

If  you have questions please call Janet 

Gardner - 632-3169 

UMM Valentines Dinner 
 

The Scottsbluff United Methodist Men 
are again sponsoring the Valentines 
Day dinner.  It will be held on 
Sunday, February 16th, at the Gering 
Civic Center.  Dinner will start at 
6 p . m .  a n d  t h e r e  w i l l  b e 
entertainment, as well.  Tickets are 
$17.50 each and can be purchased at 
the church office, or you can contact 
any member of the Men’s group.  
You have a choice of 2 kinds of meat 
this year.  So, when you purchase 
tickets, please let them know if you 
would like chicken or beef. 
We are inviting the Melbeta, Mitchell, 
Gering United Methodist Churches.          

 

       

SENIOR LUNCH FOR 
FEBRUARY 

 

Senior Lunch for February 
will be on February 19th at  
12 Noon.  We will have a nice 
lunch and our program will 
be determined.  Should be fun 
and very interesting.  Sign up 
by the office door. 

Kids First News! 

Wow!  January just flew by and we are 

ready to begin February!  February will 
bring many adventures.  We will 
celebrate dental health month, with a 

visit from Dr. Hayley Beaudette.  We will 
continue learning about Jesus’ love for 

us and celebrate our love for our families 
and friends on Valentine’s Day.  We will 
also learn about our past presidents on 

president day.  We will close out our 
month with our annual carnival, where 
we set up games in our classrooms for 

our kiddos to play!  We would like to say 
a big thank you to Lynn Doering for 

allowing us to use some of the games 
from the Amazing Maze to add to our 
carnival day. She is definitely AMAZING!! 

In closing, we would once again like to 
thank you, our brothers and sisters in 

Christ for your continued support of our 
pre-school and child care! Luke 10:27 
“Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind 
and Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

God’s blessings and Warmest Regards, 
 

The Kids First Staff 
 

P.S.  We are looking for 2 dehumidifiers.  
If you have one you would like to donate, 

please drop it off in the church office. 



SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

This year our Youth will be participating in the national 

cause of Souper Bowl of Caring.  The goal of this is: 

Using the energy of the Super Bowl to mobilize youth 

in a united national effort to care for people in their 

local communities who are hungry and those in need. 

Each church gets to choose where they want their money to go.  We will give 

ours to the Catpack/PupPack program and piggyback on our Peanut Butter 

drive.   

On Feb. 2, there will be two soup pots to choose from: 

Kansas City Chiefs vs San Francisco 49ers.  You will put your donations in 

whichever pot you choose!   

There will also be two roasters of soup to choose from---so come hungry and 

support our youth and help feed the kids in our community! 

Also, wear your favorite football team jersey/t-shirt to church that day!  An 

excuse to dress down AND a way to support this cause!   

FEBRUARY IS PEANUT 

BUTTER DRIVE  

Our Youth Groups 
will have our annual 
Peanut Butter Drive 
for Catpacks during 

the month of 
February.  Their goal is 1000 jars 
of peanut butter.  Catpacks sends 
home one jar a month and there 
are currently about 180 kids in 

Scottsbluff and 85 kids in Gering 
that are receiving Catpacks and 

PupPacks.  Please bring 16 oz jars 
of peanut butter to the church and 

help support their goal to help 
feed kids in our community! 

YOUTH DATES TO REMEMBER   

Month of February – Peanut Butter 

Drive for Catpacks 

Sunday, Feb. 3  - Souper Bowl of 

Caring – Soup Luncheon between 

services (Come help serve and raise 

money for Catpacks! Be here 

anywhere from 8-1 am whatever time 

you can help---we will serve after 

service and after ) All ages are invited 

to help! 

Wednesday, Feb. 26 – Ash 

Wednesday (Youth group 6-7 pm and 

Ash Wed. service 7-8 pm) 

 

 



Thank you!!! 
 
Thank you everyone who helped hang 
the greens in early December!    The 
Thanksgiving weekend blizzard caused 
a delay in this activity, but the call went 
out and you came.   Garland, wreaths, 
trees, nativity sets and even some new 
outside décor were put in place with 
extra care making our church a very 
beautiful place for Christmas.  Before 
we knew it Epiphany came, and it was 
time to take down the decorations.   
Again, help arrived, and the task was 
completed.   To all the ladder climbers, 
bow stuffers, garland fluffers, tree 
decorators, garland hangers, box 
haulers, and the list goes on – our 
heartfelt thank you!!!   Not only did we 
accomplish the tasks, but we also had a 
great time in fellowship!   Mark the 
date for Saturday, November 28, 2020, 
and we will do it all over again!!!!   
 
Also, a big thank you to the Kids First 
students and teachers who again 
provided the wonderful, handmade 
decorations for the Fellowship Hall 
tree.   Everyone enjoyed the creative 
and colorful ornaments.   

Connie Meyer and Elaine Pile 
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