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A house is built by wisdom and becomes strong
through good sense.
Proverbs 24:3

Church Events

I greet you all in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I agree
wholeheartedly with what Bishop Reuben Saenz, Jr. shared in one of his
communications with us when he said, “I am purposeful in making a
distinction between the church and a building. We closed our buildings
out of an abundance of caution for our parishioners and for the mission
fields we serve. The church — the body of believers in Jesus Christ as our
Lord and Savior — never closed or stopped being the church.”



June 14th - Back to
Church



June 21st - Father’s Day



July 3rd - Closed

Suspending worship for the sake of safety for all was a relatively easy
thing to do in comparison with all that must be followed as we make plans
to worship in person together. We have decided to make onsite worship
available beginning June 14. This will only happen with a thought out,
step by step approach that will help us live out our missional calling, meet
the needs of our congregants, and protect the health of those in the church
and in the community. We will continue our online worship and want
everyone to know it is absolutely okay if you choose not to come to the
church to worship with us. You need to do whatever is necessary to keep
yourself safe.



July 4th - Independence
Day



July 5th - Block Party

When our Ad Council debated this decision we expected influence both
from our faith and from what we have learned from the experts. Our faith
leads us to consider the Great Commandment which states, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your
mind… and love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39 NLT).
During this pandemic, love for ourselves is expressed in ways we protect
ourselves from getting infected. In the same way, love for our neighbor is
expressed in the ways we protect them from getting infected. This love is
expressed in action by wearing a mask, washing hands, maintaining
physical distance and environmental cleanliness.

Even as we focus on preventing COVID-19 infections, however, we should not neglect spiritual, emotional, and social needs - in
ourselves and in others. During this time, it may be even more important for the church to focus on these needs. While we live out
our calling, worship, pray, encourage, witness, disciple, and serve, we must do these in a way that minimized the risk of COVID—
19 transmission. Keeping abreast of the scientific knowledge of this virus and how it spreads is crucial.
What we know about COVID-19 today may change tomorrow. Today we know that the experts agree that COVID-19 will be in
the US for the foreseeable future, with fluctuating levels of infection in the community.
Research has shown that the church is a high-risk setting for COVID-19 transmission. Church activities contain multiple factors
that facilitate airborne droplet spread. We have a plan that will minimize our risk as we come together, but it will include several
precautions that we will all need to follow to keep each other safe.
Beginning immediately, small group meetings can increase to 25 people of similar age, practicing social distancing and wearing a
mask.
I submit the following table to break down the safety protocol we will need to follow concerning worship.
Worship

Protocol beginning June 14

Size

25 people or 25% of rated occupancy whichever is greater. We will be able to host 35 to 60 depending on
family size. Keep 6 feet of physical distance; face mask required

Arrival

Enter at Wesley Hall. This will be our only entrance. It will be propped open. Keep 6 feet of physical distance
inside and out. Masks are required, and will be provided if you don’t have one. Submit a card with names,
address, phone number and email in case of community spread notification. Move directly to the sanctuary.
Pews will be absent of bibles, hymnals, friendship pads, and pew cushions. Off limit seating is indicated with
blue tape (sit where the seat is not taped off).

Singing

Minimal singing with face mask

Greeting

No passing of the peace; no handshakes, hugs, or high fives; Maintain 6 feet physical distance; wear masks

Offering/
Communion

Online giving; offering box as you enter the sanctuary; no passing of elements. Communion may be available
in individual self-serve containers. Otherwise it will be served in individual cups and bread pieces. Servers will
be masked and wearing gloves. No kneeling at the rails or intinction. Keep 6 foot of physical distance as you
come forward.

Children’s
ministries/
nursery

None at this time. Children will need to stay with their families.

Choir

Not meeting

Soloists

Perform from as far away from the pews as possible

Sunday
School/
Fellowship

No activities after worship including Sunday School classes or Fellowship

Restrooms

Available for emergency use. Wash hands.

Exiting

Dismissed by row. Maintain 10 seconds between rows and 6 feet physical distance.
Exit quickly from any building exit.

Sanitizing

Sanitizing of all flat surfaces, hand rails, door knobs and push bars will take place after the service is over and
people have exited the building.

At this time we are only offering one service at 9:30. Capacity is somewhere between 35 and 60, depending on family size. You
will be seated immediately upon arrival. When we have reached capacity, we will ask anyone else who comes to join us on line at
home. I anticipate the next step to include providing an additional time for worship and/or overflow areas in which to see the
service.
I will do my best to get the above information communicated in several ways over the next two weeks, so that when we begin
onsite worship on June 14 everyone will be aware of expectations and guidelines.
This is a crazy time we are living in. I ask that we all do our best to demonstrate love for each other, patience and care for our
neighbors, and faithfulness in all that we do. If I can pray for you or bless you in some way, I would love the opportunity. It is my
joy to me to be your pastor.
Blessings, Peace, Hope, & Love,

Pastor Craig

Introducing...

Mission Concerns

Bill & Carmie Howe
joined FUMC in March.
Both of them were
raised in the area and
Carmie
attended
services here as a
child. Bill spent most of his adult
life farming and ranching in the
Torrington area, worked for a
time for Panhandle Coop and now
helps with haying.
Carmie
worked as the administrative
assistant to the VicePresident/
Dean of Instruction at Eastern
Wyoming College for 20 years.

Due to Covid-19 our outreach missions for April and May
were severely handicapped by the fact that none of us
were visiting our church building and if attendance
resumes in June, it may be much lower than normal.

They have been attending FUMC
services for quite some time as
their daughter, son-in-law and
granddaughter are members of
our church – Craig, Emily and
Olivia Erdman.
Bill & Carmie
usually attend the Saturday
evening service.

Health Kits cost about $12 a kit. Place items in a
gallon-size plastic bag and include $1 for toothpaste
to be purchased before shipping:

Carmie loves to cook – especially
baking bread and cinnamon rolls.
She is dealing with macular
degeneration but does want to be
involved at church.
She said everything about FUMC
just feels comforting. Bill enjoys
woodworking and has several
projects in the works using
reclaimed wood.
Please welcome them to our
church family!

April should have been the month we collected pancake
mix and syrup for the Chuckwagon Church, May is
always designated our UMCOR month with donations of
school supplies and items for health kits and June is
when we restock supplies for both Soup Kitchen and the
Lakota Lutheran Center.
IF THE CHURCH BUILDING REOPENS FOR JUNE,
PLEASE CONSIDER CHOOSING ONE OF THESE
OPTIONS AND DONATING THOSE SUPPLIES –
THANK YOU!

A quick recap –

Chuckwagon Church
needs water added, syrup.

– pancake mix that only

UMCOR –









1 hand towel (no kitchen towels)

1 washcloth
1 comb (large and sturdy)
1 nail file or fingernail clipper
1 bath-size bar of soap
1 toothbrush – single in original wrapper
6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages
School Kits cost about $11 a kit. Cloth bags are
available at the church – pick one up and fill it with
the following items:









1 pair blunt scissors
3 pads or loose leaf ruled paper
1 30-centimeter ruler
1 hand held pencil sharpener
6 unsharpened pencils w/erasers
1 eraser – 2 ½ inch
1 box of crayons (only 24)

SOUP KITCHEN / LAKOTA LUTHERAN CENTER
Both organizations provide meals and are in need of
disposable plates, bowls, napkins, cups and plastic
silverware
- OR STYROFOAM CONTAINERS FOR
PACKING MEALS.

Youth Scheduling
It has been a long couple of months. It has been hard not seeing all of my kids. One week we
were planning our annual Talent Show and the next week we were all home wondering when
we would see each other again. And right now, I should be sending out the Summer schedule
for VBS and Pool Parties. Instead, I am still wondering what is the responsible thing to do for all
of the activities we would like to be doing.
My thoughts on Vacation Bible School are this…..could we do a virtual one? Maybe, but I think
that kids are over watching things online and honestly, the best thing about VBS is being with
your friends and getting to know new ones. We typically have between 70-80 kids here for VBS,
so clearly that number at this point is now even allowed. So, please keep your eyes out and I
will let you know as soon as I decide how/what any summer activities might look like for our
youth.
I hope this finds everyone well….mentally as well as physically. For me, the biggest anxiety I
have in all of this is the unknown of when things will be normal again. Will there be football
games with fans in the stands---from high school on up to the NFL. Will we be having Oregon
Trail Days in August and mingling with all of our friends? Will school start up in August and
Youth Group shortly after with us all being here at one time? That unknown is what makes this
hard.
The one certainty I have is how much I miss all of my kids! I want to hug them all! I miss seeing
all of their faces! I want them to come walking in on a Wednesday night for Youth Group! The
other certainty is that God will see us through this and is walking beside us, with whatever fears
and anxiety we might have.
I hope to see you all soon. We will start having church in the building on June 14 and I will keep
you updated as we know more about any activities that we decide to have this summer!
--Missi Iasillo--

Lynn’s Wonderings
Once again I found a new prayer in my favorite little booklet, “The Upper Room”. I
strongly recommend you pick one up at our church. They is a display across from my
office. It said “Dear God, help us to feel your presence during this difficult times. Amen”
During COVID it has been very hard to stay positive. Please keep safe and wear your
masks, do everything that will keep you safe & healthy.
I have set a couple of dates going forward, restrictions allowing. Sunday, July 5th, will be
our Block Party Celebration, with the usual menu. Garage sale is planned for Saturday,
August 15th. As of now we do not have anything to sell, so start thinking, cleaning &
planning.
Should we let clothes in? We will start collecting 2 week ahead, of the sale. If you have
any questions or ideas, please talk to Lynn.
It is so hard to plan ahead, because of all of the restrictions, but life does go on, as all of
us remember, safety first.
Lynn

Thank you so much for your help with my
medical flight trips to Cleveland, Ohio! Without
your help it wouldn’t be possible. I greatly
appreciate it!
God Bless!
Amanda Mack
Dear Church Family,
I appreciate everyone for their prayers, cards &
phone calls. My hip surgery went with no
problems. I will be back to work soon as were
closed the month of April. It will be good to get
back to normal. God was with me to heal
quickly.
Jolene Lingwall
I have really appreciated the online sermons
during this pandemic. I have also appreciated the
“wellness’ calls from the congregation.
Thank you for all that you do!
Brenda Staman
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New Look for Soup Kitchen
The pandemic quarantine has changed the “look” of our Soup Kitchen ministry.
FUMC is one of many local churches who participate in this ministry by cooking and serving a meal
at the Presbyterian Church on the 2nd Thursday of each month.
Due to the quarantine, Soup Kitchen meals have become a drive by institution with families picking
up meals in a lunch bag or Styrofoam box and going on their way rather than sitting down inside
the church to share a meal together.
Since many of our Soup Kitchen volunteers are in the at-risk category due to age, some new
volunteers may be needed. Those already on the schedule will be contacted via phone to see if
they still want to volunteer and anyone willing to step in and help with the Soup Kitchen should
contact Harriett Aden at 641-5908 or harriettaden@gmail.com.
Special thanks go to Missia and Dawson Iasillo for handling cooking and serving duties in April and
to Sandy Gutwein, Sandy Butcher and Mary Garwood for manning the May date.

CONNECTIONS is published monthly by the First United Methodist
Church, 2002 4th Avenue, Scottsbluff, NE 69361-2099
Periodicals postage paid at Scottsbluff, NE USPS #000-858
Postmaster: Send Address changes to:

PERIODICAL

