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Connecting people
at First United Methodist Church
Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be
trusted to keep his promise. Let us think of ways to motivate one another to
acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together,
as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day
of his [Jesus’] return is drawing near.
Hebrews 10:23-25

Greetings to all of you! Let me
begin with expressing how much I
have missed all of you. It’s been a
long three months apart. Not only
have we missed being physically
together for many worship
services including Easter and the
Day of Pentecost, but many of you
have experienced celebrations,
milestones in your life, illnesses
and losses to your families. The
way ministry has been impacted is
staggering. Families have been
stressed too in how they process
those moments when the church
would have played a much bigger
role.

promises. We must find ways to
be the church together; to motivate
one another; to encourage each
other with acts of love and good
works. Our callers who were
checking in on all of us is one
example of finding new ways to
motivate and encourage each
other. What a blessing that has
been! I’d love to open the flood
gates and invite each of you to
follow their lead. Check in on
those who you know. Encourage
one another with the good news of
what Christ Jesus has done for us.
Lift each other up with the
reminder that we are not alone.
God is with us! We need the love
Take courage! Even though it has of God and the strength of our
been very stressful, God is with us. faith, now more than ever.
Like the author of Hebrews stated
in the verses above, we can hold We have found new ways to be the
fast to the hope that is ours, church together. Online worship
because our God is faithful. God was born out of this pandemic and
can be trusted to keep his many have found it to be helpful.

Church Events


July 3rd - Office & Kids
First Closed



July 4th - Happy
Independent's Day



July 18th - Saturday
Night Service to
begin again



July 20th - Newsletter
Deadline



July 20th & 21st - VBS
@ 6 pm



July 26th - Ice Cream
Social

Jay Grote has done a fantastic service to our church in offering a professional presentation with a
minimal amount of equipment. Online worship is about to get even better with the purchase of three
quality cameras and other dedicated equipment to present worship. Thank you, Jay, for sharing your
expertise. Also, many thanks to Melvin Loseke, who’s generous gift makes it possible to purchase
our new equipment.
If you have taken a break from worship over the past three months, I want to talk with you. It is
important to our life of faith that we find ways to be the church together. Maybe you don’t have
access to our online worship, but I want to encourage you to find a way to take part in worship.
Perhaps you have a family member who can help you see worship online. Worship is being shared on
our website, firstumcsb.com/live; as well as on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
methodistchurchscottsbluff/videos, and on our YouTube page under First United Methodist Church Scottsbluff, NE.
If you decide to come to the church and try worship with us onsite, know we are taking every
precaution to keep you safe. Attendance at this point has been less than 20 people, so we are
definitely able to spread out and stay safe. We are registering attendance and requiring masks as well
as other guidelines from the CDC, Panhandle Health and our own conference. We need to meet
together to encourage each
other, to pray for each other,
and to face life together.
Now is the time to trust in
Jesus. Many of us are
concerned for the way things
are going in our country and
around the world. May we
strive to love God with all we
are. Make your faith in Christ
your top priority. Demonstrate
your love for God in the way
you treat each other. Love
others in the way that Jesus
loves you. He gave his life for
you. You are precious. You are
loved. Demonstrate that love to
others and the world will be
better because of it.
God bless you all as we grow
together in Christ.
Blessings, Peace, and Love,

Pastor Craig

VBS IS COMING!!
After much consideration, I have decided to have VBS
this year! It will be a two-day event on July 20-21
from 6-8:30pm each night. I am super excited at the
prospect of being able to get together and have some
fun! If you are still not comfortable venturing out
with a group of kids, I totally understand. We will be
here when you are ready! If you are ready---then I
look forward to seeing you. I will have an event page
on Facebook, so please indicate if you will be
attending so I can have an idea how many kids we will
have! If any parents and/or older kids are willing
and able to help, please let me know because we will
need volunteers! Can’t wait to see you!

Lynn’s Wonderings
How are we all getting along? This COVID has
been a real test for us. Please wear your
masks, wash your hands often, keep your
distance, follow the usual rules. It’s very hard
to plan any event right now, but safety is our
goal. Hopefully, everything will get back to
normal soon!
I read the Upper Room everyday and on
Tuesday, June 23rd, it says “Dear heavenly
father, thank you for inviting us to come to you
with our worries, help us to trust you!!”
Sunday, July 26th is a very important date!! It
is our FABULOUS ICE CREAM SOCIAL! Yes it is
early this year. This is the best! All of the ice
creams
are
homemade
and
lots
of
different
flavors (even some are very
special recipes.) Mark your calendars now. You
will be able to stay and visit inside or outside or
take it to-go. A sign up sheet will be available
soon.
We are tentatively planning on having a garage
sale Saturday, August 15th. I’m thinking of
having it in the church like last year. Start
cleaning out now. We will start accepting those
treasures August 3, in the parlor.

Kids First

Lynn

Hello from Kids First!! Oh how we missed the kiddos
and their families while we were on “hiatus”! We
opened back up on June 1st and we are so glad to be
back up and going. We don’t have all of our
children back yet. Many families have chosen the
wait and see approach and we are trying to make
that work the best we can for everyone involved.
For those families who have returned we have tried
our best to make this transition to the “new
normal” as positive and stress-free as we could. We
will continue to sanitize and wash and sanitize and
wash and sanitize and wash, to keep the children,
families and our staff safe. We are so grateful once
again this year that the church’s outreach
committee has chosen to help us out with our
school supplies. We have the Kids First Giving Tree
in the Fellowship Hall. Please feel free to pick an
apple and help us out in our educational endeavor.
We so appreciate the church’s continued support of
Kids First! As we continue to maneuver through our
“new normal,” we just ask for continued prayers
for safety and health for all of us!
God’s Blessings,
Kids First Staff

Mission Outreach for July
Stuff the Bus and Kids First are the mission
outreach project for the month of July.
Due to Covid-19, United Way of Western Nebraska is
changing its Stuff the Bus event to limit person-toperson contact and is asking for monetary donations
only.
Help us Stuff the Bus for area kids!
While we cannot physically fill the
bus this year, with your monetary
donation we can ensure that all
children in our community that
need help purchasing school
supplies have what they need to start the year off
right. Your donation directly helps kids in our
community.
As is the tradition of United Way of Western
Nebraska, money raised stays in the local
community. Scotts Bluff County area donations help
students in the Scotts Bluff area, Box Butte County
donations help students in Box Butte County,
etc. 100% of donations will be used to purchase
school supplies for local kids in our community.
Supplies for 1 Child - $ 20/Supplies for 3 Children - $
60/Supplies for 5 children - $100.
Will have a Giving Tree
on the bulletin board in
Fellowship Hall and
you may pick “apples”
for the tree.
Apples available will include various
school supplies needed by the daycare
– i.e. glue sticks, bulletin board paper,
etc. If you prefer to make a monetary
donation rather than purchase a
specific item you may leave a check in
the office or offering plate designating
the donation to Kids First.

Confirmation Class 2019-2020

July 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Office & Kids
First Closed

5

6

7

9:30 Worship

12

9:30 Worship
11:00 Finance
Mtg.

26
9:30 Worship
11:00 Ad
Council
Mtg.
Ice Cream Social

9

10

11

16

17

18

5:30 Trustee

13

9:30 Worship

19

8

14

15

11:30 Kids First
Board, L

20
Newsletter
Deadline

21

5:00 Casual
Worship to
Begin again
(no supper)

22

23

24

5:00 SPPRC

5:00 Casual
Worship to
Begin again
(no supper)

6:00 VBS

6:00 VBS

27

28

25

29

30

31

Administrative
Assistant’s Corner

Pam Barker………………………………….…………....2
Ava Osborn, Marlowe Osborn……………....……….....3





The newsletter deadline for the
August issue is July 20th.
Visit us online at
www.firstumcsb.com



The Office & Kids First will be
CLOSED July 3rd. Happy 4th!



Would you like to get the
newsletter via email, please
send Raylene an email at
rgies@firstumcsb.com

Larry McCaslin……………………………….….…..…...4
Megan Chapman……………………………….….....….7
Roger Derr, Bill Howe, Margo Snyder…….…..…....9
Cheryl McCaslin…………………………...….…..…….10

Verla Karsten……………………….………...…..……11
Arden Wohlers, Brooklynn Loseke, Vi Blome, Janet
Larson…………………………………………….……..12
Sara Peterson………………...………….……....….…15
Dr. Pamela Richardson-Phillips……………….…..….16
Marilyn Kennedy, Dave Henson……………..……..17
Jared Galindo…………………...….……………..….…19
Patricia Halley…………………………….……….…....20

Loretta Russell………………..………………..…..….21
Dr. Ken Johnson, Vern Boulier……………..….……22

SAVE THE DATE:

Marianne Chapman……………………………..…….23
Myrna Sell………..….…………………………..….…...25
Tessie Colby…………………………...…………...…...26

Sunday, August 23, 2-4 pm

Jonah Splichal……...…..…………………………..…...27

Pool Par ty

Judi Freouf, Raymond Spencer, Dalene Louden...30

Tim Margheim, Annaliese Schleve……………….…...29
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