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th

 -  Labor Day 
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th

 -  Wed. Night 
Activities to begin 
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Conference 
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SEPTEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER |  PASTOR CRAIG COLLINS l  WORSHIP SERVICE: SAT. @ 5 P.M., SUN. @ 9:30 A.M.  

Greetings, everyone! I pray you are doing 

well as you strive to cope with the trials of 

life. It has been tough, I know. Certainly a 

test of patience, right? When we began our 

lock down in the middle of March, it was 

to flatten the curve, and give us time to 

prepare with treatment plans and strategies 

to combat COVID – 19. I had hoped we 

would have the whole thing behind us by 

Easter, which was one month after the 

shutdown. Now, I know that was an ill-

founded dream. By the middle of 

September we will be in this struggle for 

the past six months. And it’s not over yet.  

My heart goes out to those who would 

have benefited by pastoral care and 

support from your church family had it not 

been for the virus.  In isolation and with 

much precaution you have faced 

loneliness, anxiety, depression, health 

issues, loss of loved ones, unemployment 

and the like without the typical support 

you would have expected. You have tried 

to celebrate good things too, but found it 

impossible with the restrictions that have 

been in place. Weddings and funerals have 

been postponed or greatly altered. 

Birthdays have come and gone without the 

parties. Milestones like major 

anniversaries have come and gone, with at 

best a card shower.  We have missed 

being together in worship; seeing each 

other, hearing our beautiful choir, and our 

amazing organist; the sharing of joys and 

concerns and the passing of the peace.  

We’ve done a really good job of providing 

a quality online worship experience, but it 

is different than what we have left behind. 

It’s so easy to bemoan all that we have 

lost, but I think the passage from Romans 

12:12 can guide our reaction. “Rejoice in 

hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant 

in prayer.”  

Rejoice in Hope – It is going to get better. 

I’ve recently learned we may be going to 

phase four by the middle of September! 

Praise God for that. Restrictions will be 

lifted and we can, with caution, get our 

lives back. When we reach phase 4 we  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. 

Romans 12:12 
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will be able to meet at 75% capacity. Washing of hands, physically distancing yourself six feet from others, 

and wearing masks when you can will still be advised. Stay home if you are not feeling well. We will need to 

be cautious, but I believe once we are in phase four we will be able to have fellowship after worship, even 

share in a meal if we want. Sunday school classes and small groups will be given even more freedom.  

Be Patient in Tribulation – That’s a tough one for most of us. We live in an instant gratification world. We 

can microwave a frozen serving of our dinner and five minutes later it is too hot to eat. We can text people 

from around the world, and our message arrives in seconds. We want God to be like that. We ask for what we 

need and it kills us to be patient. As much as we want this virus behind us, it’s going to take time. We need to 

be patient. Try to withhold angry, ill-tempered responses. We are all in this together, and with God’s help we 

will make it through.  

Be Constant in Prayer – Prayer is one of our best tools when seeking God’s help. Listen to the Lord, hear 

God remind you that you are not alone. God is faithful, and God will provide. The words of Jesus in Luke 11:9 

comes to mind here, “And so I tell you, ask, and keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Seek, 

and keep on seeking, and you will find. Knock, and keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.” 

May your prayer time find you faithfully persisting as you patiently wait upon the Lord. I have found that 

answered prayer doesn’t always change my circumstances, but God is faithful to provide what I need to make 

it through the trial before me.   

I wanted to briefly tell you about a picnic that we are going to try and safely offer. It will be Sunday, 

September 6, at 12 noon. We will meet in the courtyard with physical distancing. Bring your lawn chairs if 

you’d like. We will provide the food in a clam shell container. The menu includes sloppy joes, coleslaw, 

potato salad, and/or macaroni salad and a brownie. There will be a freewill offering. If you’d like to come, 

we’d love to have you. It will be good to see one another.  

We will begin our Wednesday evening programing for children and adults on September 9 at 6 pm. We will 

not be offering a meal at this time. I am calling for all youth, 6th grade and above who want to attend 

confirmation classes to meet with me at 6 pm on September 9th. Bring your parents for this first meeting as we 

will discuss the program, expectations and plans. While I am on the topic of confirmation, I am in need of 

seasoned, faithful adults who would be willing to be a mentor for a confirmand. You would meet with them 

weekly to listen to them and develop a relationship with them. Over the course of time, you would be able to 

encourage them, pray for them, and support them with your own insight as how your faith has been a blessing 

to you. You would be making a huge impact on a young person’s life. Please get in touch with me if you are 

interested in helping a young person grow in their faith by being a confirmation mentor.  

As I close, I want to offer myself to you. If you need to talk, I’m here to listen. Call me and we can meet (with 

physical distancing) or visit over the phone.  

We are in this together, and the Lord Jesus is right here with us.  

Be blessed!  

 

308.635-2069 (office) 

308.672.3241 (cell) 



Board of Trustees Stephen Ministry 
Caring Corner:  Advice from Mr. Rogers! 

Fred Rogers said,  “When I was a boy and I 
would see scary things in the news, my mother 
would say to me,   ‘Look for the helpers.  You 
will always find people who are helping.’  To this 
day, especially in times of ‘disaster,’ I remember 
my mother’s words and I am always comforted 
by realizing that there are still so many helpers-
so many caring people in this world!” 

These words couldn’t be more true today, during 
these COVID-19 times when we don’t know 
what is going to happen one day to the next.  
Amidst depression, fears,  apprehensions we 
need to remember that Stephen Ministry is alive 
and well in our church.  Stephen Ministers are 
those ‘caring’ people to so many in need right 
here at FUMC working through all those difficult 
times together. 

We are so thankful to have Ted Westervelt and 
congratulate him once again as he begins his 
service as a Stephen Minister.   New training 
materials arrived and we are anxious to put 
them to use as we look to train a new class of 
Stephen Ministers. God calls all of us to ministry 
and looks for ways to use our God-given gifts.  
Prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen 
Minister and going through this incredible 
training.   

Thank you to everyone for supporting Stephen 
Ministry in our church through your actions and 
continued prayers. 

The Board of Trustees has continued to 

maintain the church facilities and make 

improvements even as the COVID-19 

pandemic has curtailed many of the church’s 

usual activities.  The main project directed 

by and supported by the Trustees has been 

the purchase and installation of enough 

video equipment originally to immediately 

go to an online presence with Sunday 

services.  Over the months since March, the 

equipment and the operation of it have 

become much more sophisticated.  The 

opportunities it’s giving the church to grow 

in mission are only limited by imagination. 

Other projects addressed and completed 

since March are the repair and striping of 

the parking lot, an ice machine is now 

installed in the kitchen, the insurance claim 

for hail damage in the August 2019 storm 

was resolved and damage on the parsonage 

repaired.  The church building will get a new 

roof in September, and the organ and the 

elevator were both repaired.  Other small 

maintenance issues were dealt with.   

The issue of building security is still on the 

agenda.  Signage in the building has been 

installed but the Trustees are aware the 

issue of locking down the building is one 

that still needs to be studied.  Other 

maintenance needs are being addressed as 

well. 

Many of the congregation have not been in 

the church building since March and we have 

not had an opportunity to discuss these 

matters in person, so it seems like a listing 

of projects accomplished is a way to let 

people know that the mission of the church 

is being accomplished in visisble ways 

(technology, feeding people, etc) but the 

structure of the building is being cared for 

as well. 



Lynn’s Wonderings 

UMW  
 

 

Greetings. I hope that all are doing well during this “new” and “different” times we are experiencing.  We have 
our faith and friendships to help. 
 

It has been some time since we have been able to meet as a group of United Methodist Women.  Our church is 
now in stage 3 of health guidelines and that means that we can meet in groups of no more that 25 as long as we 
wear masks and keep our 6 feet distance. 
 

Under those guidelines we will have a Caring Circle meeting on Monday, September, 21 at 3:30 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  We cannot serve refreshments or drinks.  I would encourage you to bring you own “sack-
snack”, something to munch and to drink.  Tessie Colby will have the program.  Hope to see you there.  
 

Ladies, I would encourage you to volunteer for work at the church, such as helping with the lunches that are 
being prepared every other Wednesday morning to be given to people at noon who are in need of a meal.  If 
you can help with this and other opportunities, call the church and let them know.  
 

On Sunday, September 20, the UMW will be leading the morning worship service.  We normally do this in the 
spring while Pastor Craig is attending Annual Conference.  We welcome the opportunity to share in the Sunday 
service.  Megan Chapman will give the morning message and Gina Cannon will share with the children. 
 

                        God Bless all of you and please stay safe. 
Janet Gardner, UMW President 

Here we are in September already! Where has the summer gone? What have you been doing? A lot of the 

people I have been talking to, because of COVID-19, they have found some new hobbies like puzzles, 

reading, writing notes instead of the email, taking walks with your best friends, a puppy, or even your 

husband gardening, painting inside and outside.  We still wear our masks, wash your hands, do not touch 

your face, keep our distance, 6 feet please! Our church is open for us to worship together. Yea! We are 

being as safe as we can be, social distance, face masks, disinfectants, no hugs! 

August 15th was our garage sale. We started taking the treasures out at 6 am, we had it all out in 48 

minutes! All of the helpers were AMAZING once again! This year we were able to store all of the 

treasures in Wesley Hall and it was really full. This year we had it in August, because of COVID-19, and 

we shortened the hours to 7 unitl 11 a.m. Our sales were $2,100.00 this year. Last year it was raining, so 

we had the sale indoors in fellowship and parlor and our sales were $3,200.00.  THANK YOU ALL! 

Our next event will be our LABOR DAY PICNIC Sunday, September 6th. This year will look a little 

different.  We will practice all COVID rules.  We will have a sanitized team build the lunches and put 

them in “to go” boxes.  We will be serving Tom & Jerry Tasty sandwiches, coleslaw, potato salad, & 

brownie.  We will position our tables 6 feet apart. Families who reside under the same roof would sit 

together, and the rest of us would maintain the 6 feet distance from others. People can bring their own 

lawn chairs if they like too, and we will eat outdoors in the courtyard.  Let me know if you would attend. 

How is everyone’s garden doing? Once again I am looking for tomatoes to can, make soup or relish. Our 

plants are very slow and have been light. So if you want to share, I would even pay for them. 

I will have a FRAME SALE Saturday & Sunday, September 12th 
&

 13th.  I have all different sizes, and they 

will be 25¢. 

Enjoy the rest of summer, be safe! See you all around. 

Lynn 



September 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
5:00 Casual  

        Worship        
(no supper) 

6 
9:30 Worship 

 

 

7 
Labor Day 

Closed 

8 
6:00 Stephen 

Ministry, FH 

9 
6:00 Youth 
Group to begin 
again.  No 
supper at this 
time. 

 

10 11 12 
5:00 Casual  

        Worship        
(no supper) 

13 
8:00 Trustee 

9:30 Worship 

14 15 16 
6:00 Youth 
Group.  No 
supper at this 
time. 

17 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

18 19 
5:00 Casual  

        Worship        
(no supper) 

20 
9:30 Worship - 

UMW 

11:00 Finance 
Mtg. 

21 22 
5:00 SPPRC 

23 
6:00 Youth 
Group.  No 
supper at this 
time. 

 

24 25 26 
5:00 Casual  

        Worship        
(no supper) 

27 
9:30 Worship 

11:00 Ad Council  
Mtg. 

28 29 30 
6:00 Youth 
Group.  No 
supper at this 
time. 

   



Youth Corner 
Leadership 

Opportunities for Youth 
 

Please be praying about possibly 
becoming a leader for our youth 
beginning in the Fall.  We meet from 
6-7 pm every Wednesday night.  We 
try to have 2 teachers for each group 
so if one leader is out of town or 
unavailable the other leader can take 
over.  We have many positions 
available to work with the youth, so 
if you are interested and not sure 
how or where might be a good fit, 
please contact Missi at 225-2527 or 
miasillo@aol.com and we will 
definitely find a place for you. 

WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT ACTIVITIES 
TO START AGAIN! 
Our Wednesday night activities will begin 
on Sept. 9th.   We will not be serving 
supper to start out.  Hopefully, very soon 
we can go back to supper before, but for 
now, we will just meet for youth group.  
We will meet from 6-7 pm.  There are four 
different groups.  Pre-K through 2nd is Kidz 
Club and will be lead by Krystal Holten.  
Third grade through 5th grade will meet in 
Fellowship Hall and will be lead by Liz Iles 
and Holly Marker.  There will be a 
confirmation class and a post-confirmation     
through 12th grade youth group.  For the 
time being, I will continue to try to have at 
least monthly fun activates; movies, corn 
mazes, etc. which will be on a separate 
schedule.  Any questions, contact Missi at 
225-2527 or miasillo@aol.com.  

Kids First News 

With September comes a new start.  Our children new and old start the next chapter in their 
educational journey.  Teachers new and old start with new classes and some completely 
different classrooms.  We start our curriculum this month.  We start looking forward to fall and 
some cooler days. We start a new school year with a new normal.   We have a saying on the 
wall in the school age room that “Everything new is hard at first.”  But, we added to that—…but, 
“with God all things are possible!”  Matthew 19:26.  Hope this month is a lovely start to all the 
possibilities God has in store for us!  May God keep His loving hand on all of us and give us 
continued health and safety. 

Blessings, 
Rhia and the Kids First Staff 

mailto:miasillo@aol.com
mailto:miasillo@aol.com


SENIOR LUNCH ??? 
 

I have been very torn about having 
Senior Lunch getting together again.  I 
think for the month of September we 
will NOT meet, but will re-evaluate for 
the coming months.  If anyone has any 
feedback as far as wanting to meet in 
person, please contact me.  I hope all 
of my Senior Lunch crew is staying 
healthy and happy!  ---Missi-- 
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Charge Conference 

Our annual Charge Conference will be 

held on Sunday, October 25th at 2 

p.m.  More information will follow.  

Charge conferences are held every 

year as a way for our District 

Superintendent to learn about what 

each church has accomplished and 

what goals are set for the next year 

and for members to have a voice in 

the local church.  The DS then relays 

this on to our Bishop. 
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