
Give all your worries and cares to 
God, for he cares about you. 

1 Peter 5:7 

Greetings to all of you in the name of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ! I pray you are doing well in these 

trying times. But I know that is not a given. The 

Corona Virus pandemic has increased the stressors on 

people which has exacerbated anxiety, fears, worries, 

and despair. Perhaps you and/or your family are 

sensing a heightened amount of stressors in your 

lives. Know that you are not alone, there are many of 

us who are right there with you. Let us remember the 

church is a healing place that offers wholistic healing 

of Christ (spirit, mind, body, relationships and 

social). Whenever we pray, offer communion, anoint 

with oil, or surround people with a welcoming and 

loving community, we offer Christ’s healing to 

persons and families struggling with mental health 

fragility. If you need someone to talk to, I want you 

to know that the church is here. We are a welcoming 

and a caring place. We will do our best to stand in the 

gap for you: to listen, offer compassion and empathy, 

and to pray with you.  

In these trying times how can we adapt to build 

community and 

care for each 

other? What 

does community 

look like when 

we are social 

distancing, 

wearing masks, and doing our best to protect each 

other? Are there ways to can encourage connections 

and be in ministry with each other while living into 

our current situation? Wherever we go with that 

discussion, it is sure to lead to change. We like 

comfortable, and yet we know growth doesn’t happen 

without effort, sacrifice and even pain.  

I remember the grueling workouts when I was 

playing high school basketball. We had goals we 

wanted to reach as a team which required our being 

the best we could be. After the Thanksgiving break, I 

remember how out of shape I had become in just a 

few short days, stuffing myself with turkey and 

pumpkin pie. No one on the team looked forward to  
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those first practices after break. And yet, we accepted the challenge of those gutter drills. We did a lot of running as 

I recall. Back and forth, from line to line.  Those workouts were tough. They brought on muscle cramps, pain and 

physical exhaustion. Sacrifices endured helped us be our best.      

I’m not suggesting that anyone will cramp up or even break out in a sweat with the changes that may be necessary to 

build community. But finding new ways to develop community will more than likely push us out of our comfort 

zone to some extent.  Here is an example: We spoke at Ad Council about starting fellowship time after worship. We 

feel those moments of connection and opportunities to engage with each other is an important aspect of church life 

that we have really been missing. We will begin serving coffee and refreshments after worship in a way that will be 

safe. But with so many of our folks worshiping from home, we thought we could open a Zoom meeting, using the 

internet, and have people join us in that way. The Zoom ID will be 429 691 4665 and the passcode is 69361.  If you 

have not yet set up a Zoom account, and the whole idea fills you with fear and anxiety, we are here to help. Do your 

best to find ways to connect. We need it for our own mental health.  

Some of the things discussed at Ad Council included starting up our check-in calls that we were doing so well back 

in March and April. Many of our folks responded well to those calls and really appreciated them. If you’d like to 

serve the church by being a caller, we will provide you with a list of folks to call, and rotate those lists with other 

callers every two weeks.   

It was with much sadness that Ad Council decided it best 

to cancel the A-MAZE-ing Family Fun event, usually 

held in October, as well as our Homespun Event in 

November.  This alone may elicit pain and sadness for 

you, even if you agree with the decision. Ad Council 

agreed to begin offering a meal for our Wednesday night 

programming beginning Oct. 21. Cost for the meal is $3, 

meant only to recover expenses. It is more like a free will 

offering, as no one will be refused. If you’d like to be a 

server, let Missi know at the church. We discussed the 

upcoming Charge Conference October 18 at 11 am, as 

well as a webinar on Seeking Justice that all our leaders, 

and anyone else who wants, is invited to view at 2 pm on 

Oct. 25. The webinar will help us prepare for our 

response to how our church plans to address justice 

issues in our community and our nation. With Charge 

Conference fast approaching, our Lay Leadership 

Committee will be hard at work trying to find new folks 

to serve on various committees of our church. I invite 

you to give me a call if you would like us to find a place 

for you to serve.  

Folks, we are in our sixth year together. I want you to 

know what a blessing it is to be your pastor. We are in 

this together. I love you all, and I know God loves you. 

Hold fast to the hope we have in Jesus Christ and know 

that together, with God’s help, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we can face the future unafraid. God bless you and 

keep you as we face the future together.  

Grace, Peace, and Love, 

Mission Outreach for October 

is the Helping Hands Ministry.   
This project was started by Pastor Craig 

with a special donation to the church – its 

purpose is to provide a “helping hand” 

within our community. 

Recipients have included church members 

as well as other locals or people passing 

through the area. 

Applicants are interviewed to determine 

actual need and once a person receives 

help, they are not eligible again for a 

period of one year.    

Various needs which have been filled by 

this ministry have included a tank of gas, 

bus tickets, groceries, rent money, 

clothing needs, temporary lodging, etc. 

Funding is the primary need and 

donations may be dropped in the offering 

plate, left in the office or mailed to the 

church --- this project is also funded by 

the communion offering. 



Wellness Council Covid 
Ramblings from 
Stephen Ministry 

A joke this morning from my grandson—-
And God said to John, “Go forth and you will 

receive eternal life”, but John was fifth and 
received a toaster!   This little bit of 

interaction put a smile on my face this 
morning.  Don’t we all need that during 

these COVID times?  I’m finding the human 
touch in any form-text, phone, letter, 

Facebook, zoom, etc. has a whole new 
meaning for me.  Wasn’t it Barbara 

Streisand that so beautifully expressed that 
sentiment in her song,  People.  One lyric 

that stands out to me is:  “First be a person 
who needs people, people who need People 

are the luckiest people in the world.”  We 
truly are lucky people here at FUMC even in 

these difficult and confusing COVID times 
because we do have a pastor and people in 
our church family to walk beside us and 

with us in times of need.  Stephen Ministry 
is a transforming journey for both the care 

giver and the care receiver.  Many Stephen 
Ministers have said that the training they 

received has helped them to grow as 
individuals, not only in their caregiving but 

also in the way that they relate to family, 
friends, coworkers and others. Being part of 

that Church Ministry is a way to use your 
spiritual gifts and touch the lives of others 

within our church.  We have new and 
updated training material and would love to 

begin a new class soon.  Stephen Ministry 
training is all about learning to share 
Christ’s love and presence in ways that 

bring hope and healing to those in need. 
What a great time to get involved!  Please 

thoughtfully consider becoming an 
important part of this ministry.  People 

really do need people! 
 

This year it is tough to think about any illness 

other than coronavirus, but with the fall 

season upon us, it is also time to be 

concerned about influenza.  It is currently 

unknown how the body would handle a 

diagnosis of both COVID-19 and the flu, but 

we do know that the flu alone is bad enough 

to cause around 20,000 to 60,000 deaths in 

the United States every year.  There is valid 

concern in the medical community that flu 

vaccination rates will be lower this year than 

in past years, due to people avoiding routine 

health screenings and employees working 

from home during the coronavirus pandemic.  

However, with COVID-19 still an issue in our 

community, it may be more important than 

ever to get vaccinated. 

This year the Wellness Council and 

Community Health will be offering flu shots on 

Wednesday, October 21 from 11am through 

1pm at the First United Methodist Church in 

Scottsbluff.  There is a sign up sheet in the 

Church office where you can sign up 

personally, or you can call the office at (308)

635-2069 to get your name on the list.  Those 

of you who have received the flu shot through 

our program in the past know that it can get 

crowded at times during the process, but this 

year, we will do everything we can to make 

sure that we are administering vaccinations in 

a safe and responsible manner by wearing 

masks and social distancing.  We have 

extended the available times, and will have 

more space to work with this year without 

having to crowd everyone into the Church 

library.  You will need to bring your insurance 

or Medicare card with you at the time of 

service, otherwise, there is a $35 out of 

pocket fee for the vaccination.  We are looking 

forward to seeing you! 



Lynn’s Wonderings 
BOO! OCTOBER IS HERE! So far our weather has been beautiful.  We could use a little rain 
to give everything a good drink of  water, but not snow, right?! 

It’s really nice to see a few more members in church! We are very careful and we follow 
COVID rules.  Each Saturday, our service is at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday service is at 9:30 a.m. We 
stay 6 feet apart and wear our masks. 

Remember, every other Wednesday (our next day for sandwiches is the 10/14) we make some 
sort of  sandwiches, chips, fruit, and a cookies. This is part of  our HELPING HANDS 
MINISTRY. Helping Hands Ministry is our outreach mission for the month of  October.  If  
you would like to help you can always monetary donation or you can bring fruit cups or treats 
for the bags.   If  you would like to come help put the food items in the bags, let me know.  
One week we went out at 12 noon and we were done at 12:20. We would like to thank Allo for 
donating hot dogs, chips, cookies and the buns, also Marilyn and Bob Betancur for 50 
bananas.. The make up 50 bags every week.  We started at 30 bags. There are a lot of  hungry 
people here in Scottsbluff. Everyone is always  so appreciative.  Please talk to Pastor Craig or 
Lynn if  you have questions. 

Starting Monday, October 12th, First UMC Social Hour will begin.  Every Monday from 9:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m., we would like to encourage everyone to come have a cup of  coffee and 
cinnamon roll, or maybe coffee cake and visit with people you haven’t seen in awhile. 

We do have a wonderful addition to our kitchen. Thank you to LINDA AND RANDY 
THRUSTON, we now have a new ice machine.  This was a memorial from Linda..  

Ad Council has decided it is best if  we cancel the A-MAZE-ing Family Fun Festival and 
HomeSpun this year.  We are all sad, but I will plan some other activities for the fall. 

 Stay safe, and well!           

                                          Lynn 

Wednesday Night Supper to Begin October 21 

We will begin to serve supper again on October 21.  Supper will be served 

from 5:30-6:00 and then Youth group activities will be from 6-7 pm.  

Supper will cost $3 or free will offering.   

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERVERS NEEDED 
I am looking for servers to serve supper on Wednesday nights.   You just have to be there 
around 5:00 and serve the kids from 5:30-6:00 and then clean up after.  We typically use 

all paper products, so the job is not that hard.  If anyone was interested in taking one 
week each month or even just being a substitute for when people are gone, please 

contact Missi at 308-225-2527 or miasillo@aol.com.  Thanks for your help! 

mailto:miasillo@aol.com


October 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
5:00 Casual  

        Worship        
(no supper) 

4 
9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study 

 

 

 

5 
9:00 UMW 
Board Mtg. 

6 7 
6:00 Youth 
Group.  No 
supper at this 
time. 

6:00 Bible Study 

8 
6:00 Bible Study 

9 10 
5:00 Casual  

        Worship        
(no supper) 

11 
9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study 

11:00 Trustee 

12 
9:00 First UMC 
Social Hour 

13 
6:00 Stephen 

Ministry, FH 

14 
6:00 Youth 
Group.  No 
supper at this 
time. 

6:00 Bible Study 

15 
6:00 Bible Study 

16 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

17 
5:00 Casual  

        Worship        
(no supper) 

18 
9:30 Worship  

10:30 Bible 
Study 

11:00 Charge 
Conference 

19 
9:00 First UMC 
Social Hour 

3:30 UMW 
Circle 

20 
5:00 SPPRC 

21 
11:00  Flu Shots 

(no senior lunch) 

5:30 Supper  

6:00 Youth 
Group  

6:00 Bible Study 

22 
6:00 Bible Study 

23 24 
5:00 Casual  

        Worship        
(no supper) 

25 
9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study 

11:00 Ad      

           Council 

26 
9:00 First UMC 
Social Hour 

27 28 
5:30 Supper  

6:00 Youth 
Group   

6:00 Bible Study 

29 
6:00 Bible Study 

30 31 
5:00 Casual  

        Worship        
(no supper) 





Marian Mihane, Christine Dill…..………....…..…..1 

Alex Marker, Lorraine Osthoff..….…………..….…..2 

Marcia Keller..…………………………...….....…….3 

Thomas Mihane..………...………………..….……..4 

Carmie Howe………………………………………….5 

Bud Stoddard…………………………….…………..6 

Cindy Morrison, Breckden Holten…………………...8 

Bobbie Johnson……………………………...…......9 

Penny Pahlke….………………………………….....10 

Naomi Schmunk………….………………………...13 

Krissa Randall…………………………………..…...14 

Darrel Atchison, Ivan Rush……………..…..…..….15 

Judy Hinze, Kim Tomoi, Theresa Olson…..…...16 

Jackson Howard, Rylan Cheek, Nancy Elliott, Carl 
Roland…………………………………………...…...17 

Shelli Dredla……………….…………...…….…......18 

Shelley McCoy……..……………..……………...….20 

John Hennings, Connie Rounds, Ian Galindo, 
Kristin Gauthier, Doug Boyce...…..…….....….…...21 

Vera Wohleb, Payton Borgman, Garrett Jackson 
…………………………………………………….…..22 

Heidi Larson……………………...……...……...…...23 

Chary Hutzel, Michele Howard, Royce Olmstead 
………………………………………….……...…......24 

Ruth Tomoi, Linda Fowler…………..….….….....25 

Garry Teghtmeyer, Patricia Gillen, Doug Stuckert, 
Nathan Lofing………..……………..…..…..……….26 

Vicky Margheim, Leon Ross………...……..………27 

Ward Krichau, Steve Martin.…………..……....…..28 

Alyce Randall………………...……………...…......30 

Leone Carlson, Lorene Shear, Tom Tomoi, 
Martin Brandt…………..…………………………....31 

Our annual charge conference will be held on 

Sunday, October 18th at 11 a.m. Charge 
Conference will look a little different this year.  It 

will be held via zoom.  Our District 
Superintendent will not be present, so AD Council 
will lead our Charge Conference. 
 

Charge conferences are held every year as a way 

for our District Superintendent to learn about 
what each church has accomplished and what 

goals are set for the next year and for members 
to have a voice in the local church.  The DS then 
relays this on to our Bishop. 

Charge Conference 

Dear Friends, 

FUMC in Scottsbluff is my childhood church 

and the church I was married in on June 8, 

1958. 

We have been watching your worship services 

on YouTube.  Please accept our gift for your 

greatest need.   

                     Judith (Miller) & Gale McGregor 

 

Scrip Cards 
*Do you plan on buying gift 

cards for retail stores or 

restaurants for Christmas? 

*Are there other retailers you 

shop at or may need gift 

cards for? 

Then Scrip Card is for you!  Scrip 

Card allows you to purchase gift cards for a 

variety of retailers at face value.  When you 

purchase a gift card through the church’s 

Scrip Card program, the church will receive a 

portion of the proceeds from the sale—

Fundraising While You Shop.  There are over 

700 retailers that participate in the 

program—so we’re sure we can find the 

retailer you’re looking for!   Stop in and see 

Raylene to get your cards ordered.  It takes 

about a week for them to come in.   

*Ordering is easy, just 

contact the office! 
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Thank You 

Pastor Craig 

For the 

leadership and 

vision you bring 

to our church 

family. 

We 

appreciate 

you! 


