
Church Events 
 Nov 26

th
 - Happy 

Thanksgiving (office & 

Kids First Closed) 

 Nov. 27
th

 - Office & Kids 
First Closed 

 Dec 13
th

 - UMM 
Christmas Basket 
Breakfast (get your 
order in) 

 Dec 17
th

 -  Kids First 
Christmas Program via 
Facebook 

 Dec 24
th 

 - Office & Kids 
First Closed 

 Dec 25
th

 - Merry 
Christmas  (office & Kids 

First Closed) 

 Dec 31
st

 -  Office & Kids 
First Closed 

 Jan 1
st

 – Happy New 
Year !!! (Office & Kids First 

Closed) 

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER |  PASTOR CRAIG COLLINS l  WORSHIP SERVICE: SUN. @ 9:30 A.M.  ONLINE ONLY 

Connecting people at First United Methodist Church 

Connec ions 

I always thank my God for you and for the 
gracious gifts he has given you, now that you 

belong to Christ Jesus. 
1 Corinthians 1:4 

Greetings to all of you! As I try 
and put together my newsletter 
article I can’t help but be 
thankful. I am so blessed to be 
your pastor. It fills my heart with 
joy to be able to minister with 
and for all of you. You are a 
blessing and I give God thanks 
for you!  

I’ve always felt it does a body 
good to be reflective upon what 
is going right; to consider one’s 
blessings and give thanks. There 
are plenty of things to drag a 
person down (think Corona Virus 
and all the pains that come with 
it). When we focus on the 
hardships of life it can quickly 
lead us down a road of anxiety, 
d e p r e s s i o n ,  f e a r  a n d 
hopelessness. I want to 
encourage you today that as we 
face the future, let us grab on to 
the good things of life, and let us 

rejoice and praise God, and let us 
give thanks. With triumphant 
voices let us proclaim our victory 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. The tune 
“Victory in Jesus” comes to my 
mind. Our hope is in the saving 
power of Jesus Christ, and no 
amount of negativity or bad news 
is going to diminish the victory 
that is ours in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen!  

So, thinking about what is going 
right: There have been many 
people who have remarked about 
our profess ional  worsh ip 
presentation. It is so well done! 
Stan and all the special music 
under Patrick’s leadership, has 
been such a blessing. The image 
is crystal clear, and it’s a joy to 
offer it to our community, nation, 
and yes, the world! We have 
cons i s ten t  v i ewers  f r om 
Baltimore, Los Angeles, Arizona,  



Alaska, Lincoln and Wauneta. Just last week we had a visitor from Madagascar named Willy. That’s really 
neat! I want to give you some stats from the November 15th worship service. This is where the good 
news comes in. Just looking at Facebook alone (not taking into consideration activity on our YouTube 
page or our website) we reached 1053 people as of Tuesday morning, November 17. We had 487 post 
engagements (the total number of reactions (96), comments (110), clicks (274) and shares (7)) I just 
think that is pretty amazing. The average number of computer’s viewing the live service per minute held 
steady in the 90’s throughout worship. I love the comments too. People expressing their love and care to 
others; people lifting up prayer concerns and the like. I love the interaction of our church folks. To me, 
worship is something you take part in. It’s not something you merely watch, but you interact with it. The 
message hopefully engages your heart as well as your mind.  

While we are on the subject of worship, let me share that Raylene is revamping our website. You can now 
view previous worship services much easier from our website (www.firstumcsb.com). I invite you to check 
it out sometime.  

What else is going right? We continue to provide sack lunches for people every other Wednesday. Not 
only are the 50 or so people who receive the lunch blessed, but every person driving down 20th Street 
receive a warm and friendly wave from Bob and the rest of the crew that can’t help but put a smile on 
their faces. Helping Hands ministry continues to be a resource for people in crisis. Our help extends 
beyond the physical to pointing people to the saving power of Jesus Christ. We listen and we pray with 
those in need.  

With Thanksgiving this month, I’d love for you to send me an email, or a text message, or drop me a note 
about that which you are thankful. Try not to dwell on all the negative stuff going on. What are you 
thankful for?  

Here’s Psalm 100 to help you with a grateful heart:  

A psalm of thanksgiving. 

 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

      Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

 Know that the Lord is God. 

      It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 

      Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

 For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

      And his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

 As you make a joyful noise may you recall this tune:  

  Count your blessings, name them one by one.  

  Count your blessings, see what God has done.  

  Count your blessings. Name them one by one.  

  And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.   

 You are among my many blessings, and I give God thanks for you!  

 Have a blessed and Happy Thanksgiving!  

 

 

Pastor Craig 

ccollins@firstumcsb.com 

308.672.3241 

http://www.firstumcsb.com
mailto:ccollins@firstumcsb.com


Mission Outreach 

Our MISSION OUTREACH for 

November is the Panhandle  Youth Shelter 
and Finders Keepers Foster Care. 
 

The Panhandle Youth Shelter 
has served youth in the Panhandle of 

Nebraska since 1984. The shelter is a 
licensed facility with a 14-bed 

capacity.  They accept referrals from 
Health and Human Services, Probation, 

and the community. Youth experiencing 
homelessness or other struggles can 

access the shelter 24 hours a day/7 days 
a week. The Shelter can also provide 

crisis intervention for families who need 
placements for youth. The service for 

families is provided at no cost to them.   
 

This year the shelter is asking 

for cleaning & sanitizing 
supplies as well as gloves or 

hats for the cold weather.  
Please place your donations in 

the outreach bin in Fellowship 
Hall. 

 

Finders Keepers is a local non-

profit group that provides essential items 
for children in the Foster Care system in 

Western Nebraska. Finders Keepers holds 

at least three “seasonal” giveaway events 
each year to make the donated items 

available to families that need them. 
Volunteers can also coordinate item 

deliveries on an as-needed basis. 
 

Finders Keepers always has a need for 

packages of new socks and underwear for 
both girls and boys in various sizes.  

These same items will also be collected in 
December for distribution to local schools; 

so if you find a bargain, buy twice!   

Again, place any donations in the 
outreach box and thanks for supporting 

our monthly mission projects. 

Our December Mission Outreach 

includes the Seat & Feet Tree and 

the CAPWN Food 
Pantry.   
The seat & feet tree will 
be located outside the 
church office and is to be 
“decorated” with socks 
and underwear for 
children.  All items 
collected will be donated 
to local schools or the Finders Keepers 
Foster Care program. 

 
The Community 
Action Program of 
Western Nebraska 
(CAPWN) is home to 
a food pantry 
sponsored by the 
local Council of 
Ministries.  Each 
member church is 
assigned one month 

a year to collect food for this pantry 
(FUMC does this in February) and then 
all member churches are asked to 
donate during December as well. 
 
Both of these projects are EASY to 
support !  Watch for sales and pick up 
packages of socks or underwear or non-
perishable food items and drop them in 
the outreach box in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Thank you for your support of our 
monthly projects --- Merry Christmas! 

November Article     December Article 



November Article:  
 
 

DID YOU KNOW that the first class of  
Stephen Ministers in Dr. Kenneth Haugk’s 
(the founder of  Stephen Ministry) 
congregation had 9 people in it?  They were 
folks like you’d find in any church.  A 
secretary, teacher, retired adults, hairdresser, 
stay at home mom, and business owner.  
After they were trained, commissioned, and 
began their ministry within their church, 
they saw the power of  what they were 
doing—of  the difference they were making 
in the lives of  those they cared for-and 
insisted that Dr. Haugh share the ministry 
with other congregations.   
In 1975, Dr. Haugk and his wife, Joan, 
herself  a psychiatric nurse and clinical 
social worker, founded Stephen Ministries 
St. Louis, the nonprofit educational 
organization that would eventually bring 
the Stephen Ministry system of  lay caring 
to thousands of  congregations around the 
world, see over a half-million lay people 
become Stephen Ministers, and enable care 
for millions of  people inside and outside the 
church. 

To this day, Stephen Ministry continues to 
spread to more congregations every year, 
led by people with a heart for caring 
ministry and a vision for expanding their 
congregations’ pastoral care—bringing 
Christ’s healing love to those facing life’s 
many challenges.  We want to begin a new 
class for Stephen Ministers here at FUMC.  
Please prayerfully consider following in the 
footsteps of  those Stephen Ministers who 
have come before you, entering into a rich 
tradition of  high-quality, lay Christian care 
that will make a profound difference for you 
and those for whom you care.  Contact the 
Church office and complete an application to 
start the journey to become a Stephen 
Minister today. 

December Article: 
 

With the holidays rapidly approaching, COVID 
numbers increasing and stricter regulations in 
effect, it is no wonder we are all struggling with 
heightened tension and anxiety.  I remember 
the Sunday when Pastor Craig said church 
would again shut down because of the high 
incidence of COVID in our community.  My heart 
sunk and my thoughts jumped to:  “I can’t 
remember when I didn’t attend church during 
the Christmas season!” We were all faced with 
the hard fact is that we are in the midst of a 
public health crisis. What can we do? Obviously 
everything we can to help prevent further 
spread of the virus, but also there are so many 
rewarding little things that we can do instead of 
focusing on what we can’t do,  Pastor Craig 
emphasized the importance of using our 
“spiritual gifts to serve others and our church.” 
At it’s core, Stephen Ministry is about seeking 
out congregations member’s talents and 
equipping them to provide distinctively Christian 
care to those who need it. As a lay caring 
ministry, it functions as an extension of your 
own pastoral care ministry and helps carry out 
the mission of the church in several key ways: 

 Equipping God’s People for the work of 
ministry  

 Providing Christ-centered care in difficult 
times  

 Helping people identify, develop, and use 
their gifts in meaningful ministry  

 Deepening people’s faith and helping them 
grow as disciples  

 Growing as a caring Christian Community  

For a person in crisis, a Stephen Ministry can be 
a source of certainty and stability when the rest 
of life feels completely out of control. Stephen 
Ministry is a distinctively Christian ministry 
based on the biblical principle that Christ cares 
for people through people. During these 
stressful times, prayerfully consider becoming 
that person-become a Stephen Minister. Contact 
the Church Office for an application and obtain 
the contact number of a Stephen Leader to 
discuss this wonderful opportunity to use your 
spiritual gifts. May God bless you and keep you 
safe during this Holiday season.  

Stephen  Ministry 



Lynn’s Wonderings 

Administrative Corner 

 Check out our website www.firstumcsb.com  and Facebook page. 

 The newsletter deadline for the January issue is December 16. 

 The Offices and Kids First will be closed December 24 and December 25.  

Merry Christmas! 
 

 POINSETTIA forms are available to fill out for the Advent season.  

They are $12 again this year.  There is on order form in the newsletter, 
or a form can be emailed to you, please email Raylene at 
rgies@firstumcsb.com.  Or you can find them on Facebook or on our 
website.   

 Charge Conference packets are available in the church office for 

pick up or Raylene can email one to you. 

What a sad and tough year it has been.  COVID has 
caused us to make a lot of changes and cancelled events 
that have been very dear to my heart and good sources to 
fund our ‘Helping Hands’ mission. We all agree that 
good health precautions are a must, like wearing masks 
where ever you go , washing hands, using sanitizers, 
maybe even carry one in your pocket or purse, and stay 6 
feet from people & avoid crowds.  

COVID has made history for everyone all over; I will 
not mention all of the political differences. One thing we 
must agree with, that GOD guides us in our daily 
journey and continues to sustain us to refresh our spirits 
with His abiding love. 

Remember, we still have our Mexican vanilla, but only 
white is left and they are $4.00 each. 

GOOD NEWS! We have received our new Rada Cutlery 
catalogs. This catalog has a lot of new items, new gift 
sets, new dips, and new styles.  There is a new anthem 
wave series that offers a stylish wave black handle which 
is both wider and longer.  Stop in and pick one up.  

Helping Hands sack lunch is still going very well.  We 
make 50  sack lunch bags with a sandwich, chips, a piece 
of fruit, and a cookies.  We hand the bags out  and within 
20 minutes they are gone. There are a lot of hungry 
people in our community.  If  you would like to help we 
need hamburger, hams, chicken, or monetary gifts. 
Please and thank you! 

BLESSINGS 

  Lynn 

Kids First News 
 

 

November has been a trying month.  As our state and 

community went into the COVID red zone, we have 

seen staff and children quarantines.  We even had a 

day of closure because of lack of staffing, due to 

quarantines.  During November, we usually celebrate 

Thanksgiving with our families with a fun feast day, 

but we had to cancel our feast due to COVID 

restrictions.  Even in all this we find reasons to be 

THANKFUL!! November always brings with it 

thoughts of thankfulness.  We are thankful that the 

virus has had only mild effects on most of the staff 

that have had it.  We are thankful for full recoveries 

thus far for staff.  We are thankful for our wonderful 

families.  We are thankful that we can continue to be 

open and provide much needed care for our families.  

We are thankful for our wonderful facility.  And as 

always, we are thankful for your prayers and support. 

May this month of thankfulness bring us all, 

continued peace, joy, and health.   
December will look a bit different, as well.  As we 
celebrate our Savior’s birth, we will have a virtual 
Christmas program this year, on Dec 17th.  We will 
tape it and put it on our Facebook page for anyone 
that would like to see it. May the joy of the Christmas 
season overshadow all worldly cares and stresses!  As 
we end this unprecedented year, my prayer is that 
2021 brings us all renewed hope and a time of 
revival.       
     Love in Christ, 

          Rhia and Kids First Staff 



Plans for Christmas Worship 

With COVID-19 cases on the rise, we have certainly felt the impact on our church family. 

Many of you know what it’s like to quarantine. You have either contracted the virus 

yourself, or you know someone who has. People we love have lost their lives to this virus. 

Our hospital is overwhelmed, and it’s bound to get worse before it gets better. Our church 

has decided, after considerable discussion, the courageous and necessary thing to do is to 

suspend in person worship until after Christmas. Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas will 

be celebrated on line with our families and in our homes.  

Our live stream for Christmas Eve will take place at 5 pm, December 24. You are invited 

to join us on our website: https://www.firstumcsb.com/live/, our Facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/methodistchurch.scottsbluff/videos, or our YouTube page found at 

First United Methodist Church – Scottsbluff, NE. We have put together Christmas Eve gift 

bags for each family, and ask that you stop by the church after December 10 to pick one 

up. If pick-up is not possible, we will deliver to you, just give us a call. Each bag contains 

some gifts for you, as well as communion elements and other items that will be used for 

the Christmas Eve service. We pray for our service to be uplifting and meaningful to each 

of you as we celebrate the joy of our Savior’s birth.  

UMM Christmas Baskets  

Especially in these trying times, our United Methodist Men feel it is important to provide food 

baskets for people in need. In the past we have provided food for 60 families. We hope to do 

likewise this year, or perhaps even more, if the support is there. Our only fundraisers for the food 

baskets has been donations and a breakfast after worship. This year we have to be more 

creative. What we have in mind is to offer cinnamon rolls that will be packaged in to-go 

containers. People can drive through the driveway to the kitchen door, where we will have them 

available on December 13 from 10:30 to 12 noon.  We will be selling Randy’s homemade 

cinnamon rolls in packages of 4 for $6, 6 for $10, or 12 for $15 (free delivery is available with on 

order of a dozen if needed.) Please let us know if you will support this project and how many rolls 

you will be 

wanting. Call 

the church 

o f f i c e  b y 

December 10 

so we will 

have enough 

f o o d  f o r 

e v e r y o n e . 

Thank you! 

https://www.firstumcsb.com/live/
https://www.facebook.com/methodistchurch.scottsbluff/videos
https://www.facebook.com/methodistchurch.scottsbluff/videos


WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES  
TO START AGAIN! 

 

Our Wednesday night activities will begin again on December 2nd.   MASK WILL BE 

REQUIRED.  When kids arrive, they should go to their meeting area.  We will not all 

meet together in Fellowship Hall as we have in the  past.  We will not be serving 

supper to start out.  Hopefully, very soon we can go back to supper before, but for 

now, we will just meet for youth group.  We will meet from 6-7 pm.  There are four 

different groups.  Pre-K through 2nd is Kidz Club and will be lead by Krystal Holten, 

they meet in the chapel downstairs.  Third grade through 5th grade will meet in 

Fellowship Hall and will be lead by Liz Iles and Holly Marker.  There will be a 

confirmation class and a post-confirmation through 12th grade youth group, which will 

meet in Wesley Hall.  For the time being, I will continue to try to have at least 

monthly fun activates; movies, etc. which will be on a separate schedule.  Any 

questions, contact Missi at 225-2527 or miasillo@aol.com.  

Bell Ringers Needed  

If you would like to be a Salvation Army bell 

ringer this 

year, there 

are spots 

available 

for 

December.  

The sign 

up sheet is 

right 

outside the 

church 

office door.  

 

Group Meetings 

Space is available at the 

church for bible studies 

or a group that you may 

be a part of.  At this time 

mask are mandatory, no 

food or drink can be 

served, and that you use 

the largest space 

available  while you 

social distance.  Please 

call the office to 

schedule your group. 

mailto:miasillo@aol.com


“HANGING OF THE GREENS” 
As with so many other things in our community, Hanging of  the Greens will take a different 
spin this year.   Keeping everyone’s health and safety in mind, we will NOT have a day when 
all of  us come together to decorate the church.  The Administrative Council was in consensus 
with this decision. 

The church will be decorated for the Christmas season, but not to the extent as in the past.  
Efforts will be focused on the areas of  the church being most used at this time and seen on 
the on-line broadcasts. 

Much thought and prayer was given to this decision, and we feel this is the prudent approach.   
We look forward to next year when, hopefully, things will be back to a more normal routine.   

In the meantime, we pray each of  you will have a healthy and blessed Thanksgiving and 
Christmas season filled with God’s grace and peace! 

If  you have questions, please contact Elaine Pile (436-5689), Connie Meyer (575-1131) or 
Pastor Craig (672-3241). 

Special Project 
In our newsletter, you will find a letter from our Trustees chairperson, Dan 
Windhorst. He is encouraging you to consider supporting our special project. We have 

been discussing for a few years now the need to secure our entrance in order to keep 
our children as well as our staff safe throughout the week.  
Our Trustees and our Ad Council have approved a bid from Mobius Communications 

to install access control on the Wesley Hall entrance. The equipment will have a 
motion activated camera that will record any activity in the driveway or parking lot. 
Persons wanting access to the building will either need to have a keycard or key fob, 

or press a button to ask for access. The keycards and key fobs can be programmed 
to control when they grant access, and our computer will maintain a log of every card 
and when it is used. If you are one who comes to the church pretty regularly during 

the week, we would gladly issue you a keycard or key fob.  
The biggest benefit, in my opinion, is the remote control feature. When it happens 
that there is no one in the office to grant access, it can be remotely activated by use 

of a smart phone. The person on call would be able to see and speak to the person 
standing at the door and then choose to either give access or deny access from their 
mobile device.   

The access control is very adaptable and can be programmed (for times when the 
door is not secured.) For example, we will, in all likelihood, program the controller to have the entrance 
unlocked from 8:30 to 10:30 Sunday mornings. In this way, the entrance will work like it always has, 

and anyone would have access during this time.  
You may wonder why we are considering this project in the midst of COVID – 19? I believe the Trustees 
and the Ad Council would both point out that this project is past due; that we want to be responsible 

when it comes to keeping the children of our daycare and our staff safe. The business and concerns of 
the church continue, even through a pandemic. The cost for the project is relatively small in light of the 
security that it provides. We have earmarked $2,000 of memorial funds for this special project and are 

hoping members of our church will see the value in proceeding and fund the remaining $4,500.  Our 
daycare has committed to doing a fundraiser as well. It will give parents a peace of mind to know we are 
doing all we can to keep children safe.  

If you would like to support this special project mark your gift “Special Project” and drop it by, mail it, or 
use our GivePlus app. It is my hope that supporting this special project your gift would be above and 
beyond your regular tithe or offering. Any amount you give will be a blessing. I hope you find a way to 

support this special project. – Pastor Craig. 



Dear fellow members and supporters of First UMC,  

As Chairman of your Board of Trustees, I am writing to all of you for your assistance in this matter. We, along with 

many others, have been concerned with the safety and security issues for our daycare and church staff for a number 

of years! In our most recent meeting, we approved and accepted a proposal from Mobius Communications to 

enhance the safety and security by placing automated access control on the Wesley Hall entrance.  

As most of you know, all the doors around the church building are kept locked all the time, except for Sunday 

services or other special times. Now with the pandemic situation, our issues have gotten even more critical!  

We are now faced with wearing masks and social distancing because of the virus; but we have to also be concerned 

and observant for our safety, due to many incidents that have occurred elsewhere!  Several years ago, if someone 

would have suggested to me that our world would be so much different today, I would not have believed a word! 

Wow! What a change, even in the current year! My own grandchildren, ages 4, 5 & 7, are wearing masks in their 

schooling! To digress more for the moment, yesterday I was standing in the church hallway when a group of little 

ones from the daycare went by me wearing their masks! They looked cute and I just wanted to get down on a knee 

and give them all a “big bear hug!”  Of course, that didn’t happen, but it brought to my mind that we are making the 

right decision to improve our safety and security for the daycare and church staff.  

I apologize for the length of this correspondence, however, I am asking for financial assistance to take care of this 

obligation. The total cost of the project is approximately $6.500.00. The Trustees can and will provide at least a 

minimum of 25 percent of the project utilizing our memorial funds. I realize our timing isn’t good, as the holidays 

are quickly approaching, and tithing for the next year is coming soon.  

Would you please give our security proposal some consideration and help us with a contribution? Everyone is 

excited for the proposal as there are several features of the program that those involved will enjoy; but the safety and 

security will have been immensely improved!  

Contributions can be made anytime, but giving over a period of time is also acceptable. Please mark your donation 

“Security Project.”  

I hope and pray that you all are in agreement with our decision, as the need is certainly there.   

Thank you very much for tolerating this lengthy correspondence!  

Sincerely,  

Dan Windhorst 

Trustee Board Chairman 

Letter from the Trustees 

Advent Bible Study 

Pastor Craig will be hosting a Zoom Advent bible study 
“Incarnation” by Adam Hamilton.  Be Transformed this Advent 
Season starting Tuesday, December 1 at 7:00 p.m.  If you 
would like to join or need more information, please let Craig 
or call the church office. The link will also be posted on 
Facebook.  There will also be devotionals done on Facebook.   

Learn the meaning behind the names of Christ and the 
difference He makes in our lives this Christmas.  

Order a hard copy of the book today or buy the ebook at 
https://www.cokesbury.com/Incarnation-1-2 

 



A time of Thanksgiving 
As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches, we pause to 
review all the things we are thankful for.  Included in my 
thankful list is each of you.  As Finance Committee chair, 
I am so thankful for your faithfulness in supporting your 
church.  During these unusual times, we also have 
unusual challenges and extraordinary solutions.  While 
we had always dreamed of an online church presence, 
canceling in-person church last spring sped up our ability 
to bring church to your home.  Through the generosity of 
a few members, we have been able to provide quality 
church services online.   

I am thankful for our church staff who have had to come 
up with new and different ways to provide ministry and 
outreach; like bag lunches every other Wednesday; 
planning advent kits, and home communion packages.  
Also, our kids have been challenged to keep in touch with 
each other.  Staff have had to rise to the challenge to keep 
them connected.  Thank you Pastor Craig, Lynn and 
Missi.  We are looking for new ways to provide seasonal 
studies and activities without meeting in person.   

We are very thankful for the tithes and donations that 
continue to come in.  Last year, we asked church 
members to be more consistent in their giving and I 
believe you have done just that.  Online giving as well as 
setting up recurring gifts through our GivePlus app or 
electronic transfer of funds through your bank have 
helped many of you to be more consistent. We are so 
grateful for the funds that have been mailed in, dropped 
off, or given electronically when we were not meeting in 
person.   Your faithfulness and generosity continue to 
provide the resources needed to support our various 
ministries.  

We are thankful and blessed to be the recipient of some 
CARES Act funds.  Last spring, the Payroll Protection 
Plan was instrumental in providing payroll to staff 
(including Kids First) while we were shut down.  We 
received other funds this summer as well to help with 
ongoing expenses.  The Great Plains UMC Conference 
gave us a moratorium on paying Mission Shares 
(apportionments).  All of this has helped us meet our 
budget obligations. 

Now comes planning for next year.  As the COVID 19 
Pandemic continues, we will still need your support to 
continue our online services, ministry, outreach and 
children’s services.  We’ve had to increase our internet 
speed to accommodate the new online presence.  We feel 
it is necessary and prudent to compensate our lead tech, 
Jay Grote, for his expertise every week in getting our 
worship services online.  Typical expenses continue (e.g., 
salaries, utilities, maintenance). Even with those 
increased costs, we have held the line on next year’s 
budget.   

I am truly thankful for each of you.  I pray that you stay 
COVID free.  Please know that you are important to the 
success of our ministry.   

Linda Redfern, Chair 

UMC Finance Committee 

2021 Giving Commitment Card 

Please print information clearly.  

__________________________________________________ 

NAME 

__________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS            CITY           STATE       ZIP 

__________________________________________________ 

EMAIL    MAIN PHONE 

 

Yes! I/we will pray for the mission and ministry of 

FUMC Scottsbluff in 2021. 

Yes! I/we commit to financially support the mission  

and ministry of FUMC in 2021.     

$_______weekly for 52 weeks, or 

$_______semi-monthly for 24 periods, or 

$_______monthly for 12 months, or 

$_______as follows:______________ 
 

Giving Options  

Cash or Check  

New or Change to Existing Electronic Funds 
Transfer (EFT)  

Please indicate the frequency of electronic funds transfer. 
New EFT withdrawals begin January 2021. Withdrawals 
are on the indicated day unless it is a non-banking 
business day in which the withdrawal will be on the next 
banking day. 

__ Semi-Monthly - 1st and 15th of each month. 

__ Monthly - 1st each month. 

__ Monthly - 15th of each month. 

For new EFT or changes in bank account, provide a 

voided check.  

Previously authorized EFT’s will continue in 2021 

without change.   

FUMC Online Giving - I/We will set up an account at 

www.firstumcsb.com. 

Appreciated Stock 

I/We would like information on how to provide for 

FUMC Scottsbluff  in my/our will. 
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Electronic Fund  

Transfer  

firstumcsb.com/give envelope 

ONLINE TEXT IN PERSON E.F.T. 

Ways to GIVE 

844-928-0313 

        Follow the prompts 

How to give while there is no in person worship: 

First UMC is a resilient community! Our important work continues 
through this public health emergency. We understand that we can’t 

attend services at this time in person. But you can continue to 
support our community with eGiving or one of the other options we 

have available. Give today at www.firstumcsb.com/give 



Bob Doering, Willy Quindt………………………...3 

Richard Marker, Brent Aulick,  Carol Enderle…5 

Sherry Preston………..…………….…………...……6 

Craig Collins…………………………………………..7 

Zachary Connot…………………………..…….…….8 

Sharon Ott, Jim Barker, Bob Stowell, Shirley 

Meeks………………………………………………..11 

Randy Derr, Kaitlyn Peterson.……...……………..12 

Linda Abernethy, John Galindo……………….…..18 

Linda Schneider…………...….……………….…...20 

Sherry Schmidt, Darlene Hall...………….....….….21 

Susan Lofing………..……..……………….…...…..23 

Joni Jessen………..……...….…………….….........24 

Davin Peterson.…...............………...……….........25 

Beth Bjorling….…………...…………….……...….28 

 

Delores Aringdale, Lydia Connot …………....…..1 

Jacob Massey….………………………….…...……...3 

Robert Kelley, Dan Murphy……………………...…6 

Randy Thruston, Holly Marker   .….………...………7 

Keeta Thompson…………………………..…...……8 

Charles Richardson…….……………………....…...9 

Stan Haemmelmann, Carol Meier………………….10 

Cindy Duncan, Catherine Applegate………...…….11   

Berlin Iles……………………………………...….…..12    

Joan Anderson, Cadence Schliecher………..….14 

Bob Schwartz, Ed McCoy, Steve Johns, Jennifer 
Galindo, Bowen Brown.…...…………….……….….15 

John Haslow, Jessica Splichal…………….…….....17 

Tom Dredla, Natalie Larsen, Dan Spencer…….….19 

Nancy Hall, Laurinda Stauffer……….……..……..20 

Naomi Olmstead..……………………………….……23 

Marian Mosher..……………………..………....…...24 

Caroyln Applegate………………………....…………25 

Mattielyn Brown, Karen West, Jolene Lingwall.…..26 

Tim Rounds……………………………………..…....27 

Zackary Long, Mackenzie Long……….…..………..28 

John Randall……………………………….…..……..31 
*Do you shop at these retailers? 

*Do you plan on buying gift cards for these 

retailers for Christmas? 

*Are there other retailers you shop at or 

may need gift cards for? 

Then Scrip Card is for you!  Scrip Card allows you to 

purchase gift cards for a variety of retailers at face value.  

When you purchase a gift card through the church’s Scrip 

Card program, the church will receive a portion of the 

proceeds from the sale—Fundraising While You Shop.  

There are over 700 retailers that participate in the 

program—so we’re sure we can find the retailer you’re 

looking for!    

Scrip cards are 

available by order 

only.  Please call the 

office or stop in.  The 

orders take about a 

week to arrive. 

Ordering is easy, just contact the office! 

November Birthdays December Birthdays 
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