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Connecting people at First United Methodist Church

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new
creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here!
2 Corinthians 5:17
I would have never guessed I
would be so glad to see a
year come to an end. This has
been a very challenging year,
to say the least. People have
lost income, jobs, and
businesses. But even worse,
people have suffered loss of
health, and even loss of life.
Things will never be the same
for some folk. With a new
year, comes hope that things
will be better. The verse
above is one of my favorites. I
think at the core of its
meaning, is that when we
place our hope in Jesus
Christ, we become a new
person. Our old life is behind

us, and new life in Christ has
begun. I’d like to think of that
text in relation to the new
year. The old year is behind
us, and the new year lies
before us. Imagine the
possibilities of the new year,
especially in light of your faith
in Christ. What will it look
like? I do not know. No one
could have imagined 2020
being what it was, and yet,
through it all, God was with
us. My prayer for all of you is
that you realize God is with
you. May you have an
epiphany, a realization of a
steadfast truth, that no
matter what happens in the

Church Events


Jan 1st — New Year’s
Day



Jan 1st — Church Office
& Kids First Closed



Jan 6th — Youth
Activities Start Back



Jan 6th — Wed.
Sandwich Lunch



Jan 15th — Newsletter
Deadline



Jan 20th — Wed.
Sandwich Lunch

year ahead, God is fully aware, sees it all, even now, and is prepared to walk us through it.
When we place our hope in Jesus we have new life, the old life is no more. How does this affect
our lives in relation to the unknown? We face 2021 with the same uncertainties we had in
2020, and yet we realize God’s presence, no matter what. As we put on this new life in Christ
Jesus, may we say goodbye to our old attitudes of fear, anxiety, worry and trepidation. As we
put on Christ, may our lives be found strengthened by the love of Jesus. May we be bold in our
faith as we face the future unafraid because God is bigger than any obstacle on our path. That
reminds me of another verse that seems very appropriate for the beginning of a new journey.
Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lean not on your own
understanding. In all you ways, acknowledge him [Jesus Christ] and He will direct your steps.”
May we acknowledge Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, trusting in his mercy and grace. May
we put on Christ and say “goodbye” to our old ways, and allow Jesus to be our strength and our
hope. Be encouraged! God is with you!
May the Lord walk with you through 2021!
Blessings, Peace, Hope, Love, (and Joy!),

Pastor Craig

YOUTH SCHEDULING
Youth Groups on Wednesday
nights will be starting again on
Jan. 6. We will be waiting to see
where we are on the Panhandle
Public Health needle to determine
when we will be able to have
supper again. Hopefully sooner
than later. I would love to have a
full Spring semester schedule for
everyone, but for right now, we
just need to go with the flow and
plan week to week. I will do my
best to keep everyone informed as
best we can as we move forward.
See everyone on Jan. 6!!

Year end giving statements will
be available for pick up on
Sundays starting the 17th. If
you have not picked it up, it
will be mailed to your home
address by January 25th. Can’t
wait for the mail? Call Raylene
and she can quickly print your
statement or email it to you.

Stephen Ministry New Look for
Happy New
Ministry!

Year

From

Stephen

As the Christmas season comes to an
end and we move into 2021, our hope
is that we practice the lessons we
learned during the Christmas season
as we lit each Advent candle. Hope,
Peace, Joy and Love could change our
world if they became the centerpiece
of our hearts and actions.
We all want to get back to in-person
church and a more “normal” life again.
It’s been a long hard 2020 for sure
and many are suffering with health,
loneliness and financial problems. So
many say “There’s no hope!” But
another said:

Hope is the place where you want to
go
Hope is the person who you want to
know
Hope is the feeling that carries you
through
and Hope is the future
you.

for me and

If you feel you could be that person to
provide a ray of Hope for another
individual or If you feel like you need
some hope in your life by having a
Stephen Minister walk beside you
during difficult times, please contact
Barb Ropp or Pastor Craig on what this
ministry can do for you. Stephen
Ministers are here to walk beside you,
provide distinctively Christian care to
those who need it and bring Christ’s
hope and healing to people who are
hurting.

Soup Kitchen –
The pandemic quarantine changed
the “look” of our Soup Kitchen
ministry. FUMC is one of many local
churches who participate in this
ministry by cooking and serving a
meal at the Presbyterian Church on
the 2nd Thursday of each month.
Due to the quarantine, Soup Kitchen
meals have become a drive by
institution with families picking up
meals in a lunch bag or Styrofoam
box and going on
their way rather
than sitting down
inside the church
to share a meal
together.
Since many of our
Soup Kitchen volunteers are in the atrisk category, some new volunteers
are needed. Those already on the
schedule will be contacted via phone
to see if they still want to volunteer
and anyone willing to step in and help
with the Soup Kitchen should contact
Harriett Aden at 641-5908 or
harriettaden@gmail.com.
The cook’s duties remain the same –
preparing a main dish and purchasing
fruit, bread, and water to go with it.
Two or three people are needed to
package the meals and hand them out
at the main door of the Presbyterian
Church.

Lynn’s Wonderings
WOW, what a year with COVID, following the rules. Our church closed,
keeping safe , protecting l of our members. My job was hard to do because
everything is having people together, the more the merrier. Sooo we
canceled every thing that people would be together. First we thought it
would be a couple of weeks, then months and more. Life is what we make
it , always has been. Always has been, always will be. I love what I do and
feel that it matters; how could anything be more fun. We must be
patient.
I found this little prayer for the new year, “Give us the kindness to hear
with compassion to offer support, loving comfort and care. Give us the
courage to do what is needed, the wisdom to choose what is right and
most fair. Give us the vision to see what is possible. Give us faith that will
help pave the way, a future that is peaceful- give
us the heart to bring joy to each day.” This is a
prayer that GOD WILL BLESS US WITH FAITH,
HOPE AND WISDOM.
HAPPY NEW YEAR
LYNN

Admin. Corner






The newsletter deadline for the February issue is
January 15.
Need to schedule a meeting or event? Please
come see me in the church office to get it on the
calendar.
Or,
visit
us
online
at
www.firstumcsb.com and send me an email.
Office hours are Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to
3 p.m.

December Financial
Giving
December week 1: $9,941
December week 2: $6,830
December week 3: $19,346
December week 4: $22,250
YTD: Giving 2020 $395,147 vs.
Giving 2019 $346,473

We paid 100% of our mission
shares, which was $33,039.
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6:00 Youth
Group. No
supper at this
time.

Christmas Letters (page 1)
Don and Marcia Keller are doing good We have had several family members with Covid but so far we have
escaped it. Don turned 86 this year and Marcia turned the BIG 80... We had our 39th wedding anniversary in
November. We are both still in good health and Marcia continues to keep the household and yard going and
walks Rosie every day. She misses all of her outside activities and friends but hopefully the next year will bring us
back together again.
For the Newells, 2020 was a mix of "the same old" and acting on new decisions. With so many changes in
the Spring that cleared our schedules--no Riversong Chancel Singers, no Theatre West, no church choir--we
turned our attention to remodeling our cabin in Wyoming. With the help of unemployed actors from St.
Louis who stayed with us over the summer, we gutted it, and are currently doing things like upgrading
electrical fixtures and adding plumbing (for the first time ever!). Lauren took the LSAT in June, applied to
the University of Wyoming's School of Law, and started classes this Fall. She joins her 73 classmates via
Zoom at the kitchen table. Patrick spends his evenings also at the kitchen table, editing songs recorded by
the WNCC choirs. For Zoe (our cat) and the chickens, life is the same as ever. From us, Merry Christmas to
everyone!
Greetings Church Family. I am doing fine, just a few aches and pains that come with my age and stage in
life. During 2020 I have experienced things I never dreamed possible. Faith, family and friends have
constantly reminded me that we (I) will get through this together. Thanks to so many for showing the
courage and leadership in caring and sharing. I am so blessed to be a part of such a caring Church.
God Bless everyone and have a blessed Christmas.
Sincerely, Janet Gardner
Merry Christmas to our church family. We are staying close to home and doing the safe practices
recommended by the medical experts. We are helping stuff lunch sacks and handing them every other
Wednesday. What a blessing to give to those less fortunate. We helped cook and deliver Thanksgiving
meals for members of our church. What a joy to have our church services on Facebook and Bible study on
Zoom. We have so much to be thankful for!!!!
--Bob and Marilyn Betancur
The McCaslin's have been living life during the pandemic. We have been able to see our kids
and grandkids, and have enjoyed our time together. We went camping a couple of times and
traveled a little. Larry got his bridges inspected in Cheyenne and Scotts Bluff Counties. Now
we're anticipating all that Christmas brings, and hoping next year will be back to normal.
My son built me a house on their small farm in Yoder WY, I sold my house in Scottsbluff and moved in
November. Love it!
Susan Anderson

Christmas Letters (page 2)
JOHN AND KRISSA RANDALL
We started off the year buying a 2017 Connect pull behind camper to replace the one totaled by hail in August
of 2019. We put it to good use and were able to go camping four times this summer. Krissa's mother
Belvadine Lecher died April 13 at the age of 98 1/2. She had lived a full and productive life and we were
blessed that she was only in lockdown at Heritage for one month. We had both granddaughters with us all day
once school stopped till it started up in August. The girls and Krissa took up bird watching to help pass the
time. It was amazing how many different birds we saw, when we started looking. John has been getting in a
lot of golfing. Krissa had surgery on her right knee for a torn meniscus Aug. 6. She is doing great. Our
grandson Chase Randall and his fiancé Asia were married October 1 at the Legacy of the Plains Museum in a
small, but beautiful wedding. Chase leaves for the Air Force December 29. We thought Rod, our son, had
Covid when he got sick. After being tested twice for Covid 19 and testing negative both times, the doctor did
a chest x-ray and discovered he had pneumonia. He is back to work after four weeks. Thank you everyone for
your prayers. Thank goodness for technology. We have had two funerals where relatives out of state attended
by Zoom or Facebook, one wedding , the holidays and several other family special occasions on Zoom. Not
ideal, but better than not being there at all. We miss seeing our church family.
Good morning. The Gonzales family is doing very well despite the pandemic. We are very
appreciative of the online Sunday worship services. Breqkon is 7 (8 in January). He is a 2nd
grader at Westmoor Elementary. He is very active.He is currently in Scottsbluff Wrestling
Club and piano. Zeyda is 12 years old and goes to BMS in 6th grade. She is a Junior Bearcat
b-ball player and is a member of the church confirmation class. She takes piano lessons too.
Marc is a Field Service Manager for Dish Network. He enjoys swimming laps at the YMCA and
loves spending time with his kids and Brittany dog Reylee. Paqui is a licensed claims
adjuster with Progressive Insurance and covers all of Western Nebraska & Eastern Wyoming.
She is active at the YMCA Zumba & Barre. She currently serves on the church Finance
committee. Happy holidays & God Bless!
Like everyone else, my social calendar pretty much ends in March. As usual, I raised a
garden this summer, read some books, hosted a couple of Pioneer baseball players and
attended lots of games, read some more, organized and patronized the book sale of the
Gering Friends of the Library (where I found more books) all masked and socially distanced,
of course. For the most part I stayed close to home. I miss my church friends and church
activities. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Carol Enderle
Dear Church Family,
We have missed seeing you all. We are as of this writing we are avoiding Covid, which means
avoiding a lot of social contact. Walks around our place with Ace our black Lab are our major outing. We
have learned new skills, like how to Zoom…thanks, Craig. Sunday morning worship online is a wonderful
service, even though we have to wait until it’s posted to view or else everything comes in fits and jerks.
The spoken word of Christmas and music seems to mean even more this year.
Grace and peace to All. The Ropps

Christmas Letters (page 3)
I became a member of Scottsbluff FUMC back in June of 1949 so I am so very thankful to be "back
home"! I now live in Mullen, Nebraska and what a blessing, thanks to the latest technology, that I am able
to be part of the congregation for worship services each Sunday via the internet! 2020 has been a year
filled with a few challenges. May 29th I took a hard fall here in my home. I was taken by ambulance to
the North Platte Hospital. After several xrays, a cat scan and an MRI, it was discovered that I had a
crushed nerve in my spine. As a result I spent 5 days in the hospital and then transferred to the North
Platte Centennial Care Center for physical therapy. I was able to come home June 24th. All was going
well until late July when my left leg began giving me problems. Back in August of 1985 I had had total hip
replacement so after all this time some of the parts needed replacing. Oct 30th reconstructive surgery
was done by Dr. John Wright at the Good Samaritan Hospital in Kearney. He did a great job and I'm on
my way to complete recovery. We serve a might God and I give Him all the glory!!
God's richest blessings for a very Merry Christmas!
Darlene Staman Hall
HAPPY HOLIDAYS EVERYONE! This past year has been a hard year because of COVID. But
so far our family AND HOPEFULLY YOURS TOO has been safe:) We have had a lot of togetherness, we
had been outside in our garden, trying to grow stuff with 2 dogs running though it and Bob wanting to put
a electric fence up, That will next years project. . It has been years since we both had a garden together.
BELIEVE IT OR NOT WE ENJOYED it No deaths reported:) We have lost some very good friends, and
GOD & PASTOR CRAIG have helped us get through every-thing. For this I will praise god all the time
Let's all pray for a covid free 2021. AMEN.
-–Lynn Doering

The year has been a tough one for us all and hopefully 2021 will be better.
On May 4 we took Dean to the emergency room with low blood sugar, he was admitted for tests and
found he had colon cancer. He had a successful surgery and was able to come home on May 15. A
week later he was back in the emergency room with low blood sugar and an overnight stay to get his
medication adjusted. In August he was back at the hospital for another unrelated surgery and spent
3 days. It has been a slow recovery but he is getting his strength back. The hardest thing was not
being allowed to be with him during his stay in the hospital.
We want to thank you for all the cards, calls and prayers.
We thank God everyday for Missi and Dawson and all they do for us.
We enjoy watching church every Sunday but look forward to the day when we can all be together
again.
( Maybe we should have a wear your pajamas to church day)
Praying for everyone to stay safe and healthy. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.
Dean and Judi Freouf

Merry Christmas everyone! And here’s to 2021! For me, the pandemic has brought some challenges. All of my
jobs kept going, but everything had to be done differently---ZOOM, etc. We had VBS this summer, but it was only
two days and a lot less kids. Dawson has been plugging along in dance and school. She doesn’t mind wearing the
mask as long as it keeps her involved in the things she loves to do. We have not officially had Covid, but are pretty
positive we had it in February before anybody knew what it was. We are missing travelling this year, but hopefully
2021 will let us plan a couple of trips! Much love --- Missi and Dawson

Christmas Letters (page 4)
Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year to you.
We have had a year probably much like many of you-at home, just the two of us. We have read many books,
talked to old friends , taken walks, had coffee together and recognized and enjoyed many things we have not been
aware of for a long time.
Our grandson Marc and Tess Bagnell were married on a mountain at the YMCA camp, Estes Park in the wind and
cold in October. Wildfires were around . The event was well planned, our immediate family was all there and
people there were careful. It was lovely. We were so fortunate to be able to be able to be there.
We look forward to when we will be “home” together in our church. Stay safe and well.
Your friends Myrt and Gary
William Long – 2460 Five Rocks Road – Apt. 635 – Gering, NE 69341
Phone: 308-632-4358/Cell: 308-765-8365
E-mail: wlong@allophone.com
Christmas is sharing of joy and memories. Christmas is sharing conversation and love with friends and relatives.
Christmas is sharing in the beauty and wonder of the Christ Child.
The year 2020 has been phenomenal – the elections and Covid-19. The elections are over except for the two senate
seats in Georgia. I live in an apartment in the Vista which is an assisted living facility. There has been a few people
come down with Covid and because of this situation our temperature is taken frequently each day and we are tested
for Covid two times each week. So far I have come up negative. We have been in a lock down situation since March
and I assume it will be in effect until a vaccine is here. Time will tell.
I have been well and able to see my doctors as needed. In August I was in the hospital overnight with a bleeding
ulcer. With medication I am doing fine. I am drinking lots of water to stay hydrated.
From March until August I read the complete Bible. I learned a lot and know now and believe Jesus is the Son of God.
Also during this time I exercised by lifting weights and walking.
On June 20th Carolynn’s younger brother, Russell Hebeler, passed away. Paul and Diana went to the funeral in
Clinton, IA. Since I was in lockdown I was unable to attend.
Paul and Diana are now in Florida in their motorhome. Kenneth is working for the Pocatello School System. In his
spare time he repairs RVs, is a service representative for two electric outboard motor companies, and helps his wife,
Teresa, in their Home Helpers Health and Senior Care business. My grandchildren, Maggie and Noah, are with online
and in the school learning as well as their other activities.
So much for 2020. I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
William Long

Christmas Letters (page 5)
Rushes’ Christmas 2020
Merry Christmas to all! What a wonderful time of the year when we can count our blessings, renew
friendships, be with family, but most important celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. What a year –
drought in Western Nebraska, COVID, hoarding of t.p., schools and businesses shut down, travel and face to
face meetings cancelled, sports bleachers empty, a major election year which included a few campaign ads,
and unfortunately too much division in this great country.
Doris and I, even more isolated, prefer to deal with the positive which has been plentiful in which we are
thankful. First, we both have had good health and so far, escaped the virus. Ivan continues with many of his
normal activities around the farm and livestock. The crops needed to be seeded, irrigated and harvested and
the livestock need daily care. His two chief hired hands, companions and friends, Stark and Suzy – his
border collie dogs, offer a lot of help, at times considerable frustrations, when they decide they think they
have a much better way than he does to work cattle or sheep. The good news, they show up to work the next
day with a smile and don’t ask for pay raise or a day off. He has reduced his cow herd size and ewe flock
some, but still enjoys watching the youth show lambs that he has sold. Farming was a challenge this year
with only about 4” of rain this summer but fortunately irrigation water was plentiful. Ivan’s activities in
volunteer organizations would have included a trip to San Antonia and Costa Rica for the US Meat
Federation to promote meat exports which were cancelled or held virtually. The Nebraska Beef Council has
also switched to almost all Zoom meetings. Although this has cut traveled still misses seeing and
conversing with friends. Doris has had a much different last 9 – 10 months as bridge games came to a fast
halt and her other social activities have stopped or have switched to Zoom gatherings. That has been a good
thing as many in her groups are probably considered in the high-risk category – you can guess what criteria
that may be concerning. Doris has finished a number of her UFOs, Un-Finished Objects in her sewing
room.
Our daughters and families have continued on in their positions. Daughter, Cynthia continues with the
USDA Farm Service Agency but currently does nearly 100% of her work from home and her husband,
Floyd does daily contract work but tries to be in somewhat isolated work areas. We worry about our
daughter, Angela as the Post Mistress of the Milford, Nebraska post office, as she has daily contact with
many people in her job – but so far, she and family have stayed healthy, with Payton having a rather light
case of COVID. Her husband, Royce continues his work as Executive with the Nebraska Wheat Board. I
am sure he has enjoyed the year a little better with better wheat markets – until the last two weeks.
Our well above average Grandsons continue to grow and achieve. Payton is a Senior at the University of
Nebraska where he has majored in Ag Business with a minor in Animal Science. He has a near full time job
at Tractor House while in school. Carson will be finishing his sophomore year at Southwest Community
College in Lincoln with intentions of transferring to UNL this next year. He works as a student for the UNL
Agronomy Department.
We were able to make a short trip to Jasper, Missouri in September where we were able to visit most of the
home family. We always enjoy the hospitality extended by Glen and Karen Matthews and Rocky and Karen
Rush and family. It is always great to see the farm and the tremendous progress and positive chance that
Rocky, Tyler and family have put into action. We had an added treat this trip by spending an afternoon with
Ruth Ann Phillips Merchant who was a graduate of Jasper High one year after Ivan. We enjoyed reviewing
old annuals, exchanging stories of the good old days of the Hi Producers 4-H Club and Jasper High School
Days. My body tells me it was much longer ago than my mind does.
We hope you have had a wonderful year and have stayed safe. We certainly enjoy hearing from you even if
it may be only once a year. We continue to celebrate and want to be mindful that during this time we
celebrate the birth of our savior that gave us the promise of everlasting life. On the card is the Methodist
Church at the end of the street in Denton, Nebraska where Royce and Angela live. May God bless you and
wish you have a very Merry Christmas. O COME LET US ADORE HIM!

January Outreach
Our monthly mission outreach projects feature
requests for needed items from various groups in our
community.
The congregation has always come
through with the requested donations each month in
previous years, but with the coronavirus, it was harder
for individuals to drop off actual items. Many of you
continued to support our projects monetarily and that is much appreciated.
Thank You!
January has traditionally been designated for Mexico Mission Health
Kits, but since there will not be a mission trip this year, there is no need for
those items. Instead the January request is for monetary donations to any of
our local charities that are caring for people’s needs now. FUMC’s Helping
Hands, the Salvation Army, CAPWN, Potter’s Wheel are just a few of the
choices.
The thing to remember is that every gift is important and every gift helps!
When we all work together, it is amazing what we can accomplish. So for
2021 let us focus on helping our community. Donations can be sent to the
church or dropped at the office – please designate on the memo line where
you would like your contribution to go.

2021 Outreach Projects
January -Local aid agencies
February – CAPWN Food Pantry
March – Cirrus House
April – Chuckwagon Church
May –UMCOR School & Health Kits
June – Soup Kitchen & Lakota Center
July – Stuff the Bus & Kid’s First
August – Camp Norwesca
September – DOVES
October – Helping Hands Ministry
November – Panhandle Youth Shelte
December – CAPWYN Food Pantry & Seat & Feet Tree
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