
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
has come near;  

repent, and believe in the good news. 
Mark 1:15 

Church Events 

 Feb 3
rd

 - Free Sack 
Lunch 

 Feb 7
th

 -  Souper Bowl 
of Caring (soup lunch 
after service to raise 
money for Catpacks 

 Feb 14
th

 - Happy 
Valentine’s Day 

 Feb 16
th

 - Newsletter 
Deadline 

 Feb 17
th

 - Ash 
Wednesday 

 Feb 17
th

 - Free Sack 
Lunch 

Sunday service is at 9:30 
a.m. in person or online.  
Follow us on Facebook  
or check out our website 
at www.firstumcsb.com 

Greetings to you in the name 

of the One whose kingdom 

has come near.  

In one of my recent messages, 

I shared how these first public 

words of Jesus may well be 

the keynote theme of the 

entire book of Mark. If not 

the entire book, than for sure 

the first 8 chapters. I want to 

spend a couple weeks with 

you before the season of Lent  

and consider what it means to 

have the kingdom of God 

come near. If we were sitting 

at the coffee shop, or gathered 

around in a bible study, I 

would ask you: What does it 

mean to you that the kingdom 

of God has come near? Have 

you ever paused to give that 

some thought? Certainly the 

incarnation of Jesus Christ, as 

God who has come down, 

would indicate something 

brand new that God is doing. 

With the beginning of Jesus’ 

public ministry it may make 

sense to declare that the 

kingdom of God has actually 

arrived and not simply ‘come 

near.’ Jesus is here, and things 

are going to be made right. 

There’s a new sheriff in town, 

if you will; a new order of 

doing things, and Jesus has 

arrived to set things straight.  

But Jesus didn’t say the 

kingdom of God has arrived. 

He said the kingdom of God 

has come near.   
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New To Our Family 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio dignissim 

qui blan dit praesent luptatum zzril del enit augue duis dolore te 

feugait nulla facilisi. Lor em ipsum dolor sit amet, plurius wisi 

consectetuer te adipiscing elit, sed diam erat nonummy nibh euis 

mod erat tincidunt ut laoreet dolore wisi magna aliquam erat 

volutpat.  Lorem ipsum dolor  sit amet, wisi cons ectetuer delenit 

augue duis dolore te. Lor em ipsum dolor sit amet, plurius wisi 

consectetuer te adipiscing elit, sed diam erat nonummy nibh euis 

mod erat tincidunt ut laoreet dolore wisi magna aliquam erat 

volutpat.  Lorem ipsum dolor  sit amet, wisi cons ectetuer delenit 

augue duis dolore te. 

Dr. George Eldon Ladd, of Fuller Theological Seminary, wrote convincingly about the two natures of the 

Kingdom of God: its presence and its future state. He used the phrase “already and not yet” in A Theology of the 

New Testament to describe his position on the Kingdom of God and then immediately explains his words: 

“The early church found itself living in a tension between realization and expectation—between “already” and 

“not yet.” The age of fulfillment has come; the day of consummation stands yet in the future.”  

I believe God’s kingdom will be fully realized when Jesus returns. Ever since Jesus gave us a taste of kingdom 

living, we look forward to the day when Jesus shall reign supreme over all.  But for now this new order does not 

set well with everyone. Imagine that! Even back in the days of Jesus people were having a difficult time 

accepting change, even when it was good. Take a look at the book of Mark and you will see that by the third 

chapter, in verse 6, after Jesus heals a man’s deformed hand on the Sabbath, “At once the Pharisees went away 

and met with the supporters of Herod to plot how to kill Jesus.” I find that in itself pretty astounding. Even before 

the apostles were chosen (Mark 3:13-19), the leaders of the church were plotting to destroy him.  

For the next couple Sundays leading up to Ash Wednesday, we will be examining Jesus’s ministry and what it 

means to live in this kingdom era of “already and not yet.” We will hear about Jesus casting out evil spirits with 

authority on January 31, followed by Jesus healing many people beginning with Peter’s mother-in-law at 

Capernaum on February 7. Then Sunday, February 14 we will celebrate Jesus’ transfiguration. We will meet on 

the 17th at 7 pm for Ash Wednesday services. The service will be in person and online on our regular platforms.  

I hope you can join me for the Bible/Book study called Words of Life, by Adam Hamilton. In this study, we will 

explore each of the Ten Commandments God gave the ancient Israelites, the principles behind them, the way 

Jesus spoke to them and lived them, and ultimately, how they speak to our lives today. We’ll learn that these 

commands are not just ancient codes of conduct, but 

are guardrails and guideposts that God has provided to 

help us live an abundant life and know God’s heart in a 

deeper way. 

 You can join this study by ZOOM, or in person for six 

weeks beginning Thursday, February 18th at 7 pm in 

the parlor at the church.  Using ZOOM is a convenient 

option, allowing people to join us who may not be able 

to drive due to the weather, or who are cautious 

because of COVID. I have ordered books and we will 

have them for sale for $18.00 each, available at the 

church office.  

In closing, I pause to think about the Lord’s Prayer, 

and how we pray for God’s Kingdom to come. Not just 

to come near, but to be fully realized, which will 

happen upon Christ Jesus’s return. Until that day, 

God’s kingdom dwells in our hearts. The Lord Jesus, 

author, creator, and perfector reigns on the throne and 

we strive to serve only him. May you seek out God’s 

will for your life and serve him with joy!   

Blessings, Peace and Love,  

 

 

 

Pastor Craig  

 

 

George Eldon Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament, ed. 

Donald A. Hagner, Rev. ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1993), 118. 

YOUTH GROUP MEETING 

ON WEDNESDAYS 

We are back to meeting on 
Wednesday nights for our Youth 

Groups of all ages – Pre-K through 
high school.  Supper is from 5:30-

6:00 and Youth Group is 6-7 pm.  We 
are wearing masks, except when 

eating. We will be having some extra 
activities hopefully as spring rolls 

around, but it is hard to plan ahead 
these days so we are taking things 
one or two weeks at a time right 

now.  If you are comfortable sending 
your kids, we are here for them and 

would be glad to see them!  Any 
questions, just call Missi at                               

308-225-2527. 



February = 
Mission Possible 

Mexico Mission 
For the first time since 1996, our 
church is not sending a crew to build 
casitas in Nuevo Progresso.  The 
pandemic has squelched our plans.  
Nevertheless, there will be two casitas 
built this year funded by the generous 
donations from past and present 
participants and contributors to this 
mission.  Huge thanks to those who 
made this possible. 
 
One casita will be built by our contact in 
Mexico, Felix Cedillo, with local labor.  

For the second home, Felix will have the 
benefit of labor by the crew from 
Kansas that Rev. Juan Espinoza 
gathered who will be traveling to the 
Valley.   We wish them a safe trip. 
 
We have the 2022 trip date set for the 
week of February 6.   Save the date 
and stay tuned.   

Our local FOOD PANTRY 
provides groceries to families 
within our community in need of  
help.  Cooperative Ministries 
assigns its member churches a 
specific month to stock the 
pantry at CAPWN (Community 
Action Partnership of  Western 
Nebraska) so that there is always 
food available when needed.  
February is FUMC’s designated 
month.  

This is an easy project to 
participate in -- just grab an extra 
can or two of  vegetables or other 
non-perishable items whenever 
you shop for groceries and then 
drop it off  when you come to 
church.   



Lynn’s Wonderings 

This is my FEBRUARY newsletter and I am looking for some positive stuff to tell you 

about. First of all, our church is open!!! It has been almost a year sense COVID has 

started.  We have all been lconfined in our homes due to COVID rules.  I always read 

our churches UPPER ROOM. The stories are amazing how each thought for the day 

speaks to us through prayer. Please read God’s Wonderful Gift, January 22 on page 

30. Thought for the day. “Today I will make the most of GOD’s gift of time.” 

I am trying to plan dates for our usual happenings, but still trying to  follow the rules. 

Our Wednesday sack lunches are going very well. We started out with 25 and now we 

fix 78. Pastor Craig and Bob Doering deliver 18 sack lunches. We have a lot of fun 

handing out the rest, by  Alvina Stoddard’s memorial garden. Many THANKS to Bob & 

Marilyn Betancer, Gina Cannon, Terry Miller, Sherry Schmidt, Randy Thruston, Marilyn 

Wurst, Karen Moscrip. There are lot of hungry adults and children in the valley. We 

share this OUTREACH MISSION with the  ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH. They 

serve about 35 lunches every other week. THANK YOU, GOD BLESS, BE SAFE! 

Look for Valentine treats on Sunday, February 14th,  Happy Valentine’s Day!!! 

Lynn 

PEANUT BUTTER DRIVE/SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

FEBRUARY is our Annual Peanut Butter Drive for Catpacks!!  We 
will be highlighting it with our annual Super Bowl of Caring 

Soup lunch on February 3 after service.  HOWEVER, it will look a 
little different.  We will have a drive-thru pickup for those that want to drop off 

peanut butter (or a free will offering if that is easier) and pick up a bowl of soup.  
Or, we will also delivery to your house if you can’t make it out.  There will be 

vegetable soup and chili.  Call the office at 308-635-2069 to place a delivery order 
or just drive up to the church (or pick it up after church if you are coming in 

person).  Orders are not necessary if you are planning on picking it up at church, 
only if need it delivered.   

Catpacks and PupPacks are sending home over 250 packs each 
week and we send home a jar of peanut butter once a month and 

we are currently completely out for the year, so your donations 
are both welcomed and needed!  Let us feed you, as you help 

feed the hungry kids in our community! 



February 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
9:00 WUMW 

Board, WH 

2 3 
11:30 Sack    
   Lunches 
6:00 Youth 
Group.   

4 
6:30 UMM, FH 

5 6 

7 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Souper 
Bowl of Caring 
Drive Through 

8 9 10 
6:00 Youth 
Group.   

11 
6:30 UMM, FH 

12 13 

14 
9:30 Worship 
11:00 Trustee 

15 
3:30 Caring 

Circle, FH 

16 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

17 
Ash Wed. 

 

11:30 Sack    
   Lunches 
6:00 Youth 
Group.   

18 
6:30 UMM, FH 

19 20 

21 
9:30 Worship 
11:00 Finance 

22 23 
5:00 SPPRC 

24 
6:00 Youth 
Group.  

25 
6:30 UMM, FH 

26 27 

28 
9:30 Worship 
11:00 Ad 
Council 

      FEBRUARY MISSION….Our local FOOD PANTRY provides groceries to 
families within our community in need of help.  Cooperative 
Ministries assigns its member churches a specific month to 
stock the pantry at CAPWN so that there is always food 
available when needed. 

Also  Youth Peanut Butter Drive 



 

Linda Martin, Betty Peterson,  Jacob Larson, 
Alyssa Trumbull…………………………………………...1 

Marie DeHaai, ……………….....……....………………...2 

Cecil Trenkle……………………………...……………….4 

Levi Metcalf……………….…………………...…………..5 

Brenda Straub, Carol Lockwood………………......……7 

Gary Bacon, Sandra Cook, Diane Schaneman….....8 

Charles Stauffer……………..………………………....10 

Steve Schnell…………………………….………………11 

Connie Spencer, Melinda Schleve, Matthew 
Applegate…………………………………………………...12 

Robert Pile…………………………………..….………..14 

Kathy O’Neal……….………………..…...…..………….16 

Sarah Connot………………………….……………..….17 

Luray Neuwirth, Craig Erdman……….…...…………...18 

Marge Stauffer…………………………..……………...19 

Sara Krichau, Alisa Simmons……..…….…..………...20 

James Harrison…………………...……………..……..21 

Allen Meyer, Sheryl Johns, Victoria Bentley……...22 

Violet DeLunger, Roger Russell……..………………..23 

Pat Baum,  Sophie Howard..……………………...…24 

Christie Jay,  Dawson Iasillo……….……………..……25 

Rebecca Cheek, Maggie Hall…………………………..26 

Curt, Curtright, Elizabeth Miller………….…...……..27 

 

Electronic Fund 
Transfer  

firstumcsb.com envelope 

ONLINE TEXT IN PERSON E.F.T. 

Ways to GIVE 

844-957-1061 

Follow the prompts 

Admin. Corner 

 The Connections deadline 
for the March issue is 
February 16th. 

 Don’t Forget we offer 
Electronic Funds 
Transfer and Online 
Giving for your 
convenience. 

 Would you like to have the 
newsletter emailed to 
you, instead of having it 
mailed?  Please email 
Raylene at 
rgies@firstumcsb.com, 
and let her know. 

 If you have a change in 
your address or phone 
number, please let the 
office know or list it on the 
attendance pad so we can 
update our records. 
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