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Connec
ions
Connecting People
AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you,
you should love one another.”

Church Events


March 3rd - Wed. Sack
Lunch



March 14th - Daylight
Savings



March 16th - Newsletter
Deadline



March 17th - Happy St.
Patrick’s Day



March 28th - Palm
Sunday



March 30th - Wed. Sack
Lunch



April 4th - Maundy
Thursday Service 7pm



April 5th - Good Friday
Service 7pm



April 7th - Easter



April 7th - Sunrise
Service 7am / Easter
Service 9:30 am

John 13:34
Greetings to all of you, in the
name of the One who calls us
to love!

catching fire in our world
today. It’s beyond sad the
way we treat each other.

Who would have imagined
that loving one another
would be such a countercultural experience in our
world today? Wouldn’t it be
great if all of us in our
church, and all the people
who claim to follow Jesus
from any other church or
denomination could accept
this call to love like Jesus
and then follow through with
such tenacity, that it spread
like a virus throughout our
land? Instead, it appears that
hatre d,
judgme ntalism,
racism, and all the other
ism’s, is what seems to be

You know, we really could
love one another as Christ
loves us. It IS within our
capabilities if we would
choose to accept that call.
Because of our love for our
Savior, we could live like
contagious people, who spew
Christ’s love on everyone we
meet. When loving others
becomes a priority, and
because love is contagious, it
may
well
bring
a
tr ansfor matio n
to
o ur
culture, whereby this way of
living (loving one another)
would become every day

common place, and no longer counter-cultural. What might life look like when we
choose to love others as Jesus Christ loves us? I imagine we would be making sacrifices
for each other, thinking of the other above and before ourselves, caring for those who
are marginalized and overlooked by our society, loving those with whom we disagree,
offering grace to each other, forgiving one another, serving one another.
Jesus is our example of a life of love. The context of the verse I shared above involves
Jesus washing the feet of his disciples in the upper room just hours before his arrest
and ultimate death. After washing the disciples’ feet Jesus said to them, “Do you know
what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord – and you are right, for that is
what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one others feet” (John 13:12-14).
In this season of Lent, we are called to rend our hearts, to consider our own lives, the
choices we make, and the life we live. Ask yourself, “Am I living my life by loving
others? Am I caring for and loving those outside my circle of family and friends? In
what ways have I demonstrated such love? What might I do to demonstrate the love
of Jesus to others? Point out to me Lord, all the ways in which I have been selfish and
sought my own satisfaction while being completely unaware of the needs of those
around me.
Self-examination without an action step is
really futile. Upon self-examination the
next step in a life of faith is to repent of
one’s sins and ask God to help you to love
like Jesus.
What is our motivation to love others? Is it
simply because Jesus gave us a new
commandment? I suggest that we choose
to love like Jesus because of what Jesus
has done for us. And he didn’t simply
wash our feet. He DIED for us! Jesus
(who had no sin) bore our sins on the
cross. He died to make us right with God,
to set us free from the penalty for our
sins. This is huge! Without Jesus, we are
lost in our sin. But Jesus died for our sins
that we might have life and have it to the
full! For me, I want to love others, not out
of a sense of obligation, but out of a sense
of gratitude. Jesus died for me, so I want
to live for him.
Let’s join together in this call for love.
Even if it doesn’t change the world, it will
change you and me for the glory of God.
Amen!

UMW Bake Sale
The United Methodist Women will be
having a coffee cake bake sale on Palm
Sunday. Each coffee cake will be $10
and you can pick choose cinnamon,
cherry or blueberry. Preorders will be
taken by calling either Janet Gardner at
308.632.3169 or Tessie Colby at
308.632.4980. All orders need to be in
by March 21. Orders may be picked up
on Palm Sunday after service or they
can deliver if requested.
Any women of the church are welcome
to come and join. We would love to
have you.
There has been a time change for UMW
Caring Circle meeting. It will be the
every third Monday of each month at
1:30 p.m. unless otherwise posted.

March Mission
March
Mission Outreach
project is Cirrus
House, Inc. which
The

focuses on providing
quality of life and
independence for
people living with
mental illness in the
Nebraska Panhandle by providing
opportunities for advocacy, housing,
employment, education and a peer supported
community where members can find
belonging and purpose.
The facility is located on First Avenue and
serves as a clubhouse working with people on
a voluntary basis to cope with the effects of
mental illness on their lives.
Cirrus House maintains a “Necessity Pantry”
and items needed now include:
Small jugs of laundry soap
Shampoo
Toothbrushes and toothpaste
Donations may be placed in the Outreach bin
in Fellowship Hall.

UMM to Host an Easter Brunch
We have a lot to celebrate this time of
year and be thankful for!
Join the United Methodist Men
on Easter Sunday,
either after the 7 a.m. Sunrise Service or
before the 9:30 a.m. Easter Service
for an Easter brunch.
There will be a free will offering.

Stephen Ministry
IMPORTANT-IMPORTANTHEAR ALL ABOUT IT!
Megan Massey will be attending Stephen
Minister Leadership Training and we
couldn’t be happier!
This is such a
wonderful opportunity for Megan as well as
Stephen Ministry at FUMC. The Leader’s
Training course is 50 additional hours of
training provided by Stephen Ministries St.
Louis in a virtual format during these COVID
-19 times.
Stephen Leadership training provides the
extensive training needed to equip,
empower, guide, and support members of
our congregation to provide one-on-one,
Christ-centered care to hurting people when
they need it most. This specialized training
provides the information and resources
needed to offer optimal guidance and
support of FUMC Stephen Ministers. It
provides opportunities to develop more
ways to support & energize Stephen
Ministry within the church. Megan will be
the 5th person in our church to attend
Leadership training. It is an important
responsibility and a tremendous blessing to
serve in this way.
Pastors and lay leaders who have attended
Stephen Ministry Leadership Training have
described it as a spiritually energizing
“mountaintop experience.” That is our
hope and prayer for Megan as she begins
her Leadership training classes! We are so
excited for you!

Lynn’s Wonderings
Do you believe it is MARCH already! That darn
groundhog, I do not mind the snow because of moisture,
but why so cold, brrr! Really so cold! Last Wednesday,
when we did our bagged lunches, we did 84. The
temperature was 36 degrees and it felt great. It only
took us 30 minutes to get rid of the lunches and that
was longer than usual. I keep reminding you all that
there are a lot of hungry people and families. Thank you
all for the monetary gifts, the hamburger, hams,
puddings cups, candy, fruit, etc. If anyone would like to
experience this mission, we usually cooked the day
before (Tuesday), on the day of we get everything ready
around 10:00 a.m., and we go out at 11:30 a.m. We
have people waiting for us. Please let Lynn know if you
would like to help.
I hope everyone knows our church is open. Pastor Craig,
is preaching, Sundays @ 9:30 a.m., we are being COVID
safe (6ft apart, wearing masks). There is no fellowship
following church service at this time, unless you want
to? I would be happy to put the coffee on! There are
some bible studies, Wednesday youth night, call the
office for more info.
I have been planning our yearly events. I’m waiting to
see if we can have an Easter events, garage sale, 4th of
July picnic. Everything is depending on the restrictions
at that time. I am anxious to be together, safely.
We now have the new key access card system. During
the week, if you are coming to the church for a meeting,
to talk with Pastor Craig, stop in and pick up a access
card. During Sunday service, the church will be open.
Hope to see you all soon!

Lynn
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Administrative Corner


The newsletter deadline for the April issue is
March 16th.



Easter Lily forms are available in the church
office. Last day to purchase Easter Lilies is March
28th.



If you have a change in your address, phone
number or email, please let the office know or
list it on the attendance pad so we can update our
records.

February Financial Giving

Feb. 1 - $11,481
Feb. 8 - $6,665
Feb. 15 - $4,047
Feb. 22 - $5,583
YTD: $55,464 in 2021 vs
$79,073 in 2020

March 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

9:00 WUMW
Board, WH

7

8

11:30 Sack
Lunches
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kids Club

9

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

14

5:30 Supper
6:00 Kids Club

15

Daylight Savings 1:30 Caring
UMCOR Sunday
Circle, FH

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Trustee

21

22

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Finance

28
Palm Sunday
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Ad
Council

10

16
Newsletter
Deadline

23
5:00 SPPRC

29

30

17
11:30 Sack
Lunches
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kids Club

24
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kids Club

31
11:30 Sack
Lunches
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kids Club

6:30 UMM, FH
10:30 Staff
Mtg., L
7:00 Bible
Study, P

11
6:30 UMM, FH
7:00 Bible
Study, P

18
6:30 UMM, FH
7:00 Bible
Study, P

25
6:30 UMM, FH
7:00 Bible
Study, P
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Worship Times For

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday 7:00 pm
Good Friday 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday 7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Service in the Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Easter Service
Brunch between services

Join us for Worship!

@methodistchurch.scottsbluff

PERIODICAL

