
Church Events 
 April 1

st
  - Maundy Thur.       

 Service @ 7 p.m. 

 April 2
nd

  - Good Friday                            
 (Office & Kids First Closed)                       

 Service @ 7p.m. 

 April 3
rd

  - Easter                     

Sunrise Service @ 7a.m.  

Easter Service @  9:30 a.m.  

UMM will serve an Easter 

Breakfast between services 

 April 14
th

 - Wed. Sack 

 Lunches @ 11:30 a.m. 

 April 16
th

  - Newsletter 

 Deadline 

 April 18
th

 - Youth Talent 

 Show @ 2 p.m. 

 April 25
th

 - Youth Sunday 

 April 28
th

 - Wed. Sack 

 Lunches @ 11:30 a.m. 

 

He was wounded for our transgressions, 
crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the punishment that made us 
whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:5 

Connections 
Connecting People 

APRIL 2021 NEWSLETTER |  PASTOR CRAIG COLLINS l  WORSHIP SERVICE: SUN. @ 9:30 A.M.  

AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Greetings to all of you in the 

name of the one who laid his life 

down for us, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and Savior. We are getting 

our newsletter out early, because 

we want you to have it before 

the Holy Week activities begin. I 

see Holy Week, the suffering, 

death and resurrection of our 

Lord, as the most important 

aspect of our faith. It is the 

greatest thing that testifies of 

God’s love for us. Colossians 

1:19 sums it up well, “For God 

in all his fullness was pleased to 

live in Christ, and through him 

God reconciled everything to 

himself. He made peace with 

everything in heaven and on 

earth by means of Christ’s blood 

on the cross.”  Verse 20 stretches 

my understanding of the way to 

salvation when it says, “This 

includes you who were once far 

away from God. You were his 

enemies, separated from him by 

your evil thoughts and actions.” 

I believe Paul is referring to you 

and me. In our sinfulness we are 

considered enemies of God, 

separated from God by a deep 

chasm that cannot be overcome 

except by Jesus Christ. I want us 

all to know that Christ died for 

us. I believe that with all my 

heart. But I also believe he died 

because of us. It was you and 

me, in our sinfulness, including 

our selfishness, greed, idolatry 

and better than you attitudes that 

drove Jesus to the cross. Tears 

come to my eyes each year at the 

Good Friday service when I 

realize that Jesus was wounded  



for my transgressions, crushed because of my iniquities.  Christ’s death on the cross is sufficient in reconciling us to 

God, bridging that gap of sinfulness that separates us from God. Colossians 1:22 puts it this way, “Yet now he has 

reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his 

own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault.” Wow! Thank you, 

Jesus! 

I want to invite each of you to join us this Holy Week. Each day is important and you won’t want to miss any of the 

special worship services. Maundy Thursday service with Holy Communion will be held at 7 pm on Thursday, April 

1. Good Friday will be held at 7 pm on Friday, April 2. Both of these mid-week services will be meaningful in your 

faith journey. Please, make every effort to attend. Clear your calendars. Set your alarms. Your faith will be impacted 

as you give this time to God. Then we will celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior on Sunday, April 4. 

What a day of rejoicing this will be! We’ll have an early morning “Sunrise” Service in the sanctuary at 7 am and 

then worship again at our regular time of 9:30. Our plan is to offer all these services on our live-stream with the 

exception of the 7 am sunrise service. Our men’s group will be offering an Easter breakfast between the 7 am and 

9:30 service on Easter Sunday. It will be a free will offering supporting the many worthwhile missions of the 

Scottsbluff First United Methodist Men.  

If I’ve learned anything during this COVID-19 pandemic it is the fortitude and strength of all of you. We have a 

deep love for each other, a strong faith in our Savior Jesus Christ, and we desire to worship together. May Holy 

Week 2021 give us every opportunity to worship the Lord together and to give all praise and glory to the one who 

gave his life, and overcome the grave on Easter morning, in order for you and me to be made whole.  Praise God!  

Blessings of Peace, Hope, Joy and Love! 

Mexico Mission 2021 

As noted recently, our church 

did not go to Mexico as 

normally planned to build 

casitas in Nuevo Progresso, 

due to the pandemic.  

However, because of generous 

donations from past and 

present participants and 

contributors, two homes were 

able to be funded and 

constructed!  Our participating 

Kansas group of four did go 

down during our scheduled 

date and help complete these 

homes.  An interesting note 

while in Mexico, everyone 

including the vendors and people on the street were observing the mask policy! 

In addition, a recent trip was made by Gary and Chary Hutzel to the area where we normally stay during out 

missions.  They were able to deliver some blankets and pinto beans (donated by Kelly Bean Company). 

With the help of all involved, it appears we can consider our 2021 mission a success, although handled much 

differently!   

The next mission time frame is scheduled for around February 4-11, 2022.  So plan on these dates.  Thanks to 

everyone!                 

 Dan Windhorst 

Pictured is the team from Kansas  



Youth Corner 

April Mission Outreach 

YOUTH TALENT SHOW---APRIL 18 

We will be having our annual Talent Show 

with our kids on Sunday, April 18 at 2:00 

pm.  We will serve cake and families will be 

allowed to attend.  We will also have it 

streamed on Facebook Live for anyone 

who would like to watch online.  

 YOUTH RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

Sunday, April 25 during worship service we 

will be recognizing our Youth Groups.  We 

have continued to meet on Wednesday 

nights during the past year and we like to 

recognize the efforts of  our leaders and 

keep the congregation up to date on what 

all we have done with our kids.  Hope to 

see you there! 

Introducing  

Four new members were received into 

the church at the February 28
th

 service  - 

All were accepted by affirmation through a video and also 

gave a little personal history.    

Mary Lafler was a longtime member in the Mitchell 

Methodist Church while her husband was the postmaster in 

Mitchell.  They moved to Alliance in 2006 and her husband 

died of cancer in 2012.  She decided to move closer to 

family and moved to Gering.  Mary is a registered nurse and 

also an adjunct instructor at WNCC’s Alliance campus.  Her 

daughter & family Paqui & Mark Gonzales, are members 

here.  She has another daughter who lives on a ranch at Hay 

Springs.  Mary wanted to be where her grandchildren were 

and is enjoying being a part of our church family. 

Lynn LaFever lives in Alaska and has been attending 

our virtual church services this past year.  Lynn was raised 

in Scottsbluff, attended FUMC and was also married in this 

church.  Her mother is Sharon Mensing.  Lynn is in 

business as A+ Dogsled Excursions and Tours and loves 

showing off the interior of Alaska to tourists.  She went to 

Alaska as a teacher in the bush and after 24 years of living 

there, considers it her home.  She enjoys taking part in our 

virtual services even though “it is super early up here in 

Alaska.” 

Don & Coral Richards have been Methodists for a 

long time and were active in the Hull Church until it closed.  

They switched to the Morrill Church and now are coming to 

our services as her sister, Elaine Pile, is a member here. 

Don & Coral live 14 miles from Stegall.  He is retired and 

likes to garden in the summer and “take care of the cat” in 

the winter.  Coral was the only secretary to the WNCC Board 

of Governors for nearly 60 years.  They both feel at home 

here and are glad to be a part of our church. 

Please introduce yourselves and bid them welcome them to 

our church family! 

The Chuckwagon Church is the Mission 

Outreach project for the month of April 

and has been for many years.   

The church is located on East Overland and 

serves around 200 people each Sunday 

morning at a free pancake breakfast - 

which is followed by a 10:15 worship 

service. 

The church decided to continue serving 

breakfast throughout the Pandemic as 

many people in the community take 

advantage of this meal and would go 

hungry without it.   

They are in need of pancake mix  (the kind 

that only needs water added) and syrup. 

Donations can be placed in the outreach 

bin in Fellowship Hall.  

UMM Easter Breakfast 

The United Methodist Men will host an Easter Breakfast 

Easter morning between the 7 a.m. Sunrise Service and 

the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service.  This will be a free will 

offering to support the many mission of UMM.  Please 

plan on attending before or after worship to celebrate the 

resurrection of our Lord and each other.  



Lynn’s Wonderings 

APRIL FOOLS! Do you believe this, We made it! It’s been a 
year since COVID started. I pray that you are all well and 
safe. Our church service is getting better attendance every 
week. We are wearing masks.  I have the coffee on now, just 
in case you would like to  stay and visit. We had to 
reschedule our potato bake the weekend before St. Patrick’s 
Day to the weekend after because of the 10 to 15 inches of 
wonderful moisture. This potato bake was a free will offering 
with the money going towards Wednesday lunches.  We 
made 75 potatoes and made $365. Thank you to everyone!!! 

Does anyone have any Easter eggs? Our Easter Bunny will 
be out in fellowship hall, begging for wrapped candy. We 
will be filling around 260 eggs  for Kids First Easter parties 
and for Pastor Craig to give out on Easter Sunday.  I would 
like to give 85 of the eggs to Wednesdays lunches on March 
31, 2021, if we have enough filled eggs. 

Our church is  really getting to be busy, my calendar is full 
with the garage sale June 5th.  Start your cleaning!  If you 
need help, we still have our storage unit. We will start 
receiving items in our parlor at the end of May.  Remember, 
we will take clean appliances, clean bedding, towels, garden 
tools, coats and trinkets, but NO Clothes.  Call me with any 
questions. 

On Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, we plan on doing 
something special, like tomatoes and pie day.  Stay tuned for 
more informed. 

Take care and be save.  Hope to see you all soon!  

Lynn 
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    The newsletter deadline for the May  

issue is April 16
th
. 

    Easter Lily forms are available in the 

church office.  Last day to purchase 

Easter Lilies is March 28
th
. 

   If you have a change in your address, 

phone number or email, please let the 

office know or list it on the attendance pad 

so we can update our records. 

Administrative Corner March Financial Giving 

March 1 - $7,720 

March 8 - $6,340 

March 15 - $10,481 

March 22 - $5,144 
YTD:   $86,633 in 2021  vs  $109,852 in 2020 



April 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Maundy 
Thursday 

6:30 UMM, FH 
7:00 Maundy       
        Thursday  
        Service 

2 
Good Friday 
Office & Kids 
First Closed 

 

7:00 Good    
   Friday Service 

3 

4 
Easter 

7:00 Sunrise 
Service 

8:00 UMM 
Easter 
Breakfast 

9:30 Worship 

5 
9:00 WUMW 

Board, WH 

6 
6:00 WWIP, L 

7 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kids Club  

8 
6:30 UMM, FH 
7:00 Bible  
         Study, P 

9 10 

11 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Trustee 
2:00 Youth   
    Talent Show 

12 13 
6:00 WWIP, L 

6:00 Stephen    
     Ministry, W 

14 
11:30 Sack    
   Lunches 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kids Club  

15 
6:30 UMM, FH 
7:00 Bible  
         Study, P 

16 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

17 

18 
UMCOR - Native 

American 
Sunday 

9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Finance 

19 
3:30 WUMW 

Caring 
Circle, P 

 
 

20 
6:00 WWIP, L 

 
 

21 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kids Club  

22 
6:30 UMM, FH 
7:00 Bible  
         Study, P 

23 24 

25 
9:30 Worship - 

Youth 
Sunday 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

11:00 Ad 
Council 

26 27 
5:00 SPPRC, W 
6:00 WWIP, L 

28 
11:30 Sack    
   Lunches 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kids Club  

29 
6:30 UMM, FH 
7:00 Bible  
         Study, P 

30  
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