
 

Church Events 

 May 3rd -  Teacher 
 Appreciation Week 

 May 5th -  Last Wed. Night 
 Youth Activities 

 May 8th -  Sat. Night 
 Worship Begins 

 May 9th -  Mother’s Day 

 May 9th - Confirmation & 
 Graduation Sunday 

 May 11th - Kids First 
 Graduation 

 May 14th - Newsletter 
 Deadline 

 May 15th - UMW Guest Day 

 May 30th - Peace & Justice 
 Sunday - Worship with 
 Orchestra 

 May 31st - Memorial Day 

 May 31st - Memorial Day 
(Office & Kids First Closed) 

Connections 
Connecting People 

MAY 2021 NEWSLETTER |  PASTOR CRAIG COLLINS l  WORSHIP SERVICE: SAT. @ 5:00 P.M. & SUN. @ 9:30 A.M.  

AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

If possible, to the best of your ability, 
live at peace with all people. 

Romans 12:18 

Greetings to all of you in the name 

of Jesus Christ, the one who saves.  

 

I am writing this to all of you on 

the day we are decorating the 

community center in O’Neill for 

Michael and Lindsey’s wedding, 

which is on Saturday, April 24. It’s 

going to be quite a celebration, 

even as parties go in O’Neill. I 

think we are expecting around 350 

people to attend. Lori and I are very 

excited and look forward to 

officially welcoming Lindsey into 

our family.  

 

I think this wedding has helped me 

to see the world from a bit of a 

different perspective. There is a lot 

of joy going on in the world. 

People are excited for Michael and 

Lindsey, but people all over the 

world have lots of reasons to 

celebrate. Weddings, anniversaries, 

graduations, children being born, 

people getting promotions in their 

workplace, reunions, and all sorts 

of life giving, life sustaining 

experiences are happening right 

under our noses for people all over 

the world.  

 

If it weren’t for these joy filled 

experiences, it would be easy to 

think the world is falling apart 

around us. We see the racial 

tensions and violence being played 

out in the streets of America. We 

see the way people cut each other 

down on social media and face to 

face. People seem quick to pass 

judgment and verbally as well as 

physically assault those they deem 

deserve such treatment and are 

unworthy of grace. Recently, as 

well as this past year, we’ve seen 

protests turn to rioting and 

destroying people’s hard earned 

properties all in the name of justice. 

I agree that we don’t live in a 

perfect world, there are bad things 

that happen to good people. There  



are cases where racial prejudices are reflected in the way people are treated, and something needs to be done 

about it.  
 

As a pastor, I see a tremendous need for people to place their hope in Jesus Christ, to love God and to love 

their neighbors. I found the text I shared at the top in the book of Romans. Earlier in chapter 12, Paul 

encourages the believers in Rome to “rejoice in confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying.” 

He says that “when God’s people are in need, be ready to help them and to always be eager to practice 

hospitality” (Rom. 12:12-13). I truly believe that when we practice hospitality, we are sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ. Along with the Romans, we are called to “be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those 

who weep” (v. 15). We are called to live in harmony with each other, which can’t include destroying each 

other’s property, or bashing a person because of the color of their skin, or the opinions they hold. We are to 

“never pay back evil with more evil,” but “do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. 

Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone” (vs. 17-18).  
 

One of the problems from my perspective is that people no longer care what Paul, or Jesus, or anyone in the 

Bible has to say about the way we treat each other. People have turned their back on God and a life of faith in 

Jesus Christ. The problem seems too daunting to address, but you and I can make a difference. Let us join 

together in treating each other with respect and dignity. Let’s agree to place our hope in the one who died for 

us and rose from the grave, Jesus Christ our Lord. As we live out our faith may we see Christ in each other and 

seek God’s help in offering hospitality and love to strangers. My hope is that people see the difference our 

faith in Jesus Christ makes in our lives; that they see there is something honest, pure and holy in the way we 

interact with the world. May the way we treat other believers, the lost, and the lonely be desired by those 

whose lives we touch. Be a change agent. Be a difference maker.  
 

God is still at work in our world today. Celebrate the 

good things in life and to the best of your ability, live 

at peace with all people.  
 

Blessings of peace, hope, joy and love,  

 

 

 

Pastor Craig 

New Courtyard Look 
During my recent trustee meeting, the two 
remaining evergreen trees in the church courtyard 
became a subject.  These trees provide no shade or 
any other advantages.  For those not aware, a 
recent snow fall in March took down a third tree 
and uprooted a section of our sprinkler system.  It 

was the consensus of the trustees to take these 
down and give the courtyard some consideration 
for other landscaping! 

Therefore, on the afternoon of Tuesday, April 
13th, I gathered some folks to try and gets some 

ideas for this project.  Within just a few minutes, I 
saw some excitement and heard a number of things 
that we could certainly give some thought too! 

This is not a project to be accomplished by a few, 
but can be done by anyone that would be interested 
in volunteering or have ideas to be a participant. 

You may contact any of us currently involved.  If 
unable to reach someone, leave your name, message 
and phone number as we will return your call.   

Those involved are 

Ralph & Joi Phelps – 641-5714 or 641-5757 
Elaine Pile – 631-9061      Jann Johnson – 631-0919 
Chris Dill – 672-9375  Dan Windhourst – 641-6424 
 

Thank you for any input or considerations!  

Mother’s Day 
On Mother's Day, Boulder area-based 
harpist Kathryn Harms will provide all the 
music for the service (giving Stan the day 
off). Kathryn Harms performs 
regularly throughout Colorado and 
New Mexico with recent highlights 
including performances with the 
Colorado Springs Philharmonic, New 
Mexico Philharmonic, and Opera 
Southwest. 

Mother's Day service will be followed 
by a Cinnamon Roll brunch, with 
goodies provided by members of  the 
Chancel Choir (remember them?). A 
good will offering at brunch will 
support our music ministry. 



The Mission Outreach project for May is to collect supplies 

for UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on 
Relief) School and Health Kits.  UMCOR’s goal is 
help sustain everyday life wherever that life has been 
disrupted. 

Health kits contain basic necessities for people who have 
been forced to leave their homes due to human conflict or 
natural disaster;  school kits are for a variety of ages and 
are sent where books and school supplies are inadequate, 
often being the only educational resources available. 

Health Kits cost about $12 a kit.  Place items in a gallon-
size plastic bag and include $1 for toothpaste 
to be purchased before shipping: 

 1 hand towel (no kitchen towels) 

 1 washcloth 

 1 comb  (large and sturdy) 

 1 nail file or fingernail clipper 

 1 bath-size bar of soap 

 1 toothbrush – single in original wrapper 

 6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 
 

School Kits cost about $11 a kit.  Mary Trenkle has made 
cloth bags to hold school supplies – pick one up and fill it 
with the following items:  

 1 pair blunt scissors 

 3 pads or loose leaf ruled paper 

 1 30-centimeter ruler 

 1 hand held pencil sharpener 

 6 unsharpened pencils w/erasers 

 1 eraser – 2 ½ inch 

 1 box of crayons (only 24) 
 

All items in kits must be NEW and must contain only the 
requested items-nothing more.  Items and kits collected at 
our church in May will be delivered at annual conference 
and sent on to the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot.  From 
there kits are sent throughout the world to areas where 
they are needed. 

Thank you for your donations. You are helping to make a 
difference in people's lives.  

and sent on to the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot.  From 
there kits are sent throughout the world to areas where 
they are needed. 

Thank you for your donations. You are helping to make a 
difference in people's lives.  

ORCHESTRA TO PROVIDE 
SPECIAL MUSIC ON 
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE 
 

On memorial day Sunday, May 30, a 
youth orchestra from Omaha 
will provide special music at the 
9:30 am church service. The group 
will play patriotic music to honor all 
Veterans as well as other selections. 
The congregation will be asked to 

sing along on the patriotic songs.  

A similar group has provided music 
in other years and was highly 
appreciated by those in attendance. 
Mrs. Ruth (Wilson) Meints is the 
teacher and director. She is a past 
Scottsbluff graduate and the 
daughter of Al and Judy Wilson 
(minister of Chuck Wagon Church). 
Everyone is invited and all Veterans 

will be honored. 

A similar group have been here in the 
past and were highly enjoyed. They 

will play patriotic songs. 

UMW Guest Day lunch will be held May 
15 at 11:30 a.m. UMW circles from other 
churches are invited, but we would also 
love to have any woman from FUMC join 
us. This is not a fund raiser and there is 
no cost. Please join us for an afternoon 
of good food and fellowship. We need 
reservations a week prior to the lunch. 
Contact Tessie Colby at 632-4980 or 
Gina Cannon at 632-4497 by May 8 to 
make a reservation. We hope to see you 
there!  

Mission Outreach 

UMW Guest Day 



As Chairman of the trustees, I want you to know that my background is limited, but I have been involved with Habit 
for Humanity for several years and still participate in that program.  I have been the Building Coordinator for at least 
seven new homes and completed three home renovation projects.  Personally, I have built a new home and, also, have 
completely gutted and renovated two other homes of my own.  Therefore, I feel comfortable with what I am about to 
propose.   

I have two areas of concern to take a look at. 

 1.   Beginning with the parsonage, we have replaced the toilets, water heater and water softener unit during the 
past year.  Two years ago, we replaced several kitchen windows.  There are a number of minor issues that will 
be taken care of by end of the summer.   

 I am looking at an issue on the main level that I feel would really enhance the value of the property.  As you 
enter the home and go toward the kitchen, a family room sits behind the hallway wall.  My feeling is if a 
section of the hallway wall were removed, it would provide more openness.  Larry McCaslin and Brian 
DeLunger have done a study of the project and what it might cost.  This project would involve removing some 
walls, repositioning some venting, moving electrical lines and adding some additional support in the upper 
structure.   

 It appears expenses will be in a range of $20,000 - $25,000.  I believe we can do it for less but it will depend on 
volunteer assistance.  This project would call for short-term completion, as I do not want to disrupt living 
conditions any more than two – three weeks max!  

 This project could result in additional expenses as I can then see replacing carpeting to go along with new 
flooring.  This home was built in 1967 and the carpeting has not been replaced for a number of years. 

2.   The next concern is the church and its current heating system.  Wesley Hall, which extends north from the 
north wall of fellowship hall, has its own heating and cooling system.  The church, along with the basement 
area, is supported by a boiler system and nine outside air conditioning units.  There has been some upgrades to 
our boiler system over the years, but I have some concerns about our a/c units. 

   The church was built in 1946 – 47, therefore our heating system is 74 years old.  I do not have any idea of ages 
on any of the a/c units, but during my term, the units have performed okay.  We do have them checked 
periodically but I know we will spend plenty on any new compressors or replacements. 

 On the maintenance of the boiler system, we spend between $3,000 - $5,000 per year now to keep the boiler 
system up and running.  If there is ever any thought of upgrading our heating/cooling system, it will be an 
expensive proposition.  I have discussed this with others and the guestimate could be in a range of $135,000 - 
$200,000. 

This information is not intended to scare anyone, but I believe we should be looking down the road for these kind of 
expectations.  

We need to be setting aside funds with our Foundation to offset any large struture improvement expenditures!  

At this time, I am reverting back to the parsonage project and offer a proposal.  I would like to give this project serious 
consideration.  This proposal will be coordinated with the finance committees blessing before anything is done. 

A listing of the trustees and phone numbers are being provided, if you would like to comment or voice an opinion and 
or offer financial support.  I just want to ensure our church properties are well maintained for generations to come.  
Thank you for your consideration and any participation. 

Dan Windhorst  - 635-4908 or 641-6424   Elaine Pile – 308-631-9061 

Carol Enderle - 308-631-9068     Dave Cook - 308-778-6296 

Jann Johnson - 308-632-6850     Larry McCaslin – 308-631-0875 

Paul Snyder – 308-631-5040     Scott Phillips – 308-641-4836 

Sean Brown – 308-672-2891 

 

UPDATE:  Since writing this article, finance has given the okay to move forward with the parsonage project.  
So at this time, I am asking for volunteers and financial assistance from the congregation to complete this 
project! 

Trustee Comments 



May 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
4:30 Hallelujah 
Festival Choir 
Concert, S 

2 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Trustee 

3 
9:00 UMW 

Board, WH 

4 
6:00 WWIP, L 

5 
Last Wed. Night 
Youth 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kids Club  

6 
6:30 UMM, FH 

7 8 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship begins 

9 
Mother’s Day 

9:30 Worship 
with Harpist 

Confirmation & 
Graduation 
Sunday 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

11:00 Trustee 

10 11 
11:30 Kids First 

Board, L 
6:00 WWIP, L 
6:00 Stephen    
     Ministry, W 
7:00 Kids First 
Graduation, S 

12 
11:30 Sack    
   Lunches 

13 
6:30 UMM, FH 

14 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

15 
11:30 UMW 

Guest Day, FH 
 
 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

16 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Finance 

17 18 
6:00 WWIP, L 

19 20 
6:30 UMM, FH 

21 22 
5:00 Sat. Night 

Worship  

23 
9:30 Worship - 

Youth 
Sunday 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

11:00 Ad Council 

24 25 
5:00 SPPRC, W 
6:00 WWIP, L 

26 
11:30 Sack    
   Lunches 

27 
6:30 UMM, FH 

28 29 
5:00 Sat. Night 

Worship  

30 
Peace & 

Justice Sunday 
 

9:30 Worship 
with Orchestra 
 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

31 
Office & Kids 
First Closed 

     



Ruby (5.5 years) - Head infant room   

Sianna (5 months) - infant room 

Kylie-Dean (3.10 years) - Cook / toddlers  

Virginia (5 months) - infant room 

Bodee (7.9years) - Head waddler room  

Camryn (2.9 years) - Head Big 2s room  

Laurie (21 years) - Head toddler room  

Brenda (1.9 Years) - 4 year old room 

Grace (12 years) - Head Little 2s room 

Camryn (4 years) - 2 year old room 

Amber (5.5 years) - Head 3s room 

Libby (9 months) - Cook / Floater 

Taleya (10.5 years) - Head 4 year  

Destiny (9 months) - 3s room 

Tricia (14.5 years) - Head Pre-K room 

       

      Haley (2 months) - Pre-K room 

      Abby (4 years) -  Assistant Director 

      Kresta  (2 years) - 2s / Floater  

      

Here is a list of all the Kids First teachers, what ages they teach                       

and how long they have been with Kids First. 

If you see our 

amazing staff, 

please thank them 

for the amazing job 

they do for our 

preschool and  

daycare! 



Youth Corner 
Our last night meeting for this 

school year will be May 5.  

Confirmation Sunday & 
Graduation Sunday:  May 9. 

 

We will be continuing to have 
summer activities, so watch the 

church calendar. 

SUMMER VBS:  July 18 – 22  

VBS Program:  July 25 during 
service 

VBS 
THEME:  Rocky 
Railway - Jesus' 
Power Pulls Us 

Through 

 

Talon Cheek, Jim Schaneman……………….…......1 

Joan Stear, Gary Cook, Maxwell Owusu…….….2 

Kinnick Iles, Caitlyn Lastovica, Rick Wallace……...3 

Missi Iasillo……………………………….…………...5 

Janet Gardner, Lauren Newell………………..…..6 

Mary Lou Lind………………………………….…..10 

Kelly McCoy………..….…………………..….……..11 

Gina Cannon, Jaimie Connell, Helen Wigert….….12 

Patty Gritzfeld, Renate Scott, Richard Shultz...13 

Larry Martin………………...………………..….…...15 

Emily Erdman………………………………………..18 

Roger Garwood, Gary Hutzel………………....…...19 

Jamisyn Howard….…………………………...…….20 

Ralph Phelps, Shirley Ruff, Rojean Sweeny….22 

Sharon Mensing, Patrick Newell………………..23 

Ron Howard…………….……………...……………25 

Sandra Cardiff, Ruthie Stowell………….....……....26 

Linda Redfern, Don Osborn………………...…..….27 

Jenell Eckerle, Ed Morgheim…………………….29  

Sandy Massey, Grady Beaudette...…….....………31 

Thanks to the congregation for your support of the 

UMW Coffee Cake Fund Raiser for our Mission 

Project. 

A hard working group of women had a good time 
of fellowship on the baking day at the church.  
Thanks to our crew leader, Tessie Colby.  Thanks 

also to Pastor Craig and the office staff for their 

support of the project. 

The Caring Circle of UMW meets on the 3rd 
Monday at 1:30 p.m. in the Parlor.  We invite 
women of the church to come and join us.  If you 

have questions, please call Janet Gardner at      

632-3169. 
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