
Connections 
Connecting People 

We are made right with God  
by placing our faith in Jesus Christ.  

And this is true for everyone who believes, 
no matter who we are.  

Romans 3:22 

Church Events 

• June 27
th

 - Kids First 
Carnival & FUMC Block 
Party 

• July 2
nd

 - Office Closed 

• July 4
th

 - Happy 4th of July 

• July 5
th

 - Office & Kids First 
Closed 

• July 7
th

 - Free Sack Lunch 

• July 16
th

 - Newsletter 
Deadline 

• July 18
th

 - VBS Begins 

• July 21
st

 - Free Sack Lunch 

• July 25
th

 - VBS Program 
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What a blessing! Today, at this 
very moment, we have 
concluded the celebration of life 
service for Doug Chappell. 
Doug was an amazing man of 
God. His life was a living 
testimony to a life of faith in 
Jesus Christ. As the pastor of 
this church it was a blessing and 
even a joy to be a part of this 
special day. It speaks volumes 
to me as to what it means to be 
connected through faith in 
Christ. We had so many people 
who shared their gifts and 
talents at Doug’s service. The 
music was incredible, and I’m 
not exaggerating one bit. It was 
amazing. The luncheon was 
very special too. To think of all 
the people it took to make the 
day special is astounding.  
Many of you came together for 
the greater good. I appreciate so 
much the ones who stayed up 
last night preparing their salads 
or desserts, or the people who 

gave up half a day to come 
serve, whether they helped 
carry a person’s plate to their 
table, or picked up plates after 
the meal was over, or who 
stayed to do the dishes and put 
things in order. My heart is full 
at this very moment when I 
think that we are the church 
together. It really is a blessing 
and a source of joy to be in 
ministry with and for each 
other. Many thanks to all who 
make service in our church a 
priority in your life. You are a 
blessing. I pray you know the 
difference you make in 
ministering to others in their 
time of need.  

This weekend is our Kids First 
Summer Carnival and Block 
Party which I am equally 
excited to be a part of. I am 
excited to see everyone. I was 
just telling someone I saw at 
Doug’s service, whom I hadn’t   



First of all, we would like to thank everyone for their continued support 
of our church and our very important programs.  Because of your 
generosity and commitment, we have been able to pay most of our bills.  
This has been a very difficult last fifteen months, and we are all so happy 
that in person worship services have begun again.  Our excellent audio 
visual team has continued to bring our fantastic worship services to our 
homes when in-person worship was not possible.  Many of you have 
taken advantage of on-line giving to help you meet your pledged 
commitment.  Others have continued with regular hand delivered or 
mailed giving.   
However, we are approaching our summer months when traditionally our 
giving is more sporadic.  The Finance Committee wants to urge you to be 
aware that expenses go on not matter whether you are on vacation or not.  
What is really cool, is that if you are away, you can still watch services on 
line.   
Elsewhere in the newsletter, there is a breakdown of giving.  Please 
remember your church this summer and help us meet all of our financial 
commitments.  

Linda Redfern, Finance Committee Chair 

Finance Corner 
June Financial Giving 

June week 1:  $4,270 
June week 2:  $7,858 
June week 3:  $5,505 
June week 4:  $3,965 
Giving YTD: $163,711 
    vs. 2020: $200,087 
 
 

Mission Shares 
 We have paid - $21,340 of 
 $36,822  
 District is 100% paid at 
 $1,362.00 

seen since COVID started, how we don’t realize how good we have things until we don’t have 
them anymore. It has been a long, lonely 16 months for many of you. Some of us are just now 
feeling comfortable and safe in getting together with people. Some of you still feel at risk and 
are hesitant to congregate. I understand your position. The good news is that we are almost 
looking at COVID in the rear view mirror. People are venturing out. And when we are able to 
be together I hope you feel how special it is to catch up with each other and to face life 
together. Friendships are rekindled, and we find joy in serving side by side. This Sunday we 
have that opportunity. As I type this to you, we are still in need of servers for the Block Party. 
Maybe you’d like to offer yourself for this celebration. Certainly I would love to see you! 
Bring your lawn chair and come enjoy the day. We will have great food, children’s games and 
a big water slide from the Bounce House, as well as live music for you to enjoy.  

At our church we continue to minister to people of all walks of life. We have become known as 
a place where people who are struggling can get assistance. Assistance is more than financial 
aid. I am continually reminding people in their struggles that they are a child of God, that they 
are loved no matter what, and that they are justified (or made right with God) by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ. Many of the people we help pledge to join us for worship. Just know that 
this is a very big step for them. They feel all our eyes are on them and they are being judged by 
their tattoos, scars, hairstyles or clothing. My greatest hope is for God to give us the courage to 
welcome all people in Jesus name. To see each person as worthy of God’s love, and therefore, 
worthy of our love. Please, allow God to speak through you as you welcome the strangers in 
our midst. God is doing a great thing through the First United Methodist Church. May we 
cooperate with the Spirit and continue offering hospitality and love to all who seek to know 
God’s love.  

Blessings and love to all of you! 

 

 

Pastor Craig Collins 



August already! How are your church 
tomatoes doing. Remember the first red ripe 
tomato that is brought in to Pastor Craig or 
myself wins a prize.  And, it has to be from  
a tomato plant you got on Mother’s Day 
from the church. 

We have had a couple of big funerals.  You 
may have noticed we have started 
using Sign-Up Genius to help get volunteers 
to sign-up for dishes or to help with setup 
and clean up.  It’s all done online!  And, its’ 
easy to use. 

Put it on your calendar…..We are still 
planning a bigger garage sale in August, 
date to be set….. Soon! 

THANK YOU ALL FOR ALL OF YOUR HELP! 

Lynn 

7 Questions for the Congregation! 
 

1. What do Stephen Ministers do? 
 

2.  What kinds of life challenges do Stephen 
Ministers offer care for? 
 

3.  If I or someone I know might benefit from 
having a Stephen Minister, what do I do? 
 

4.  If I’m interested in becoming a Stephen 
Minister, what do I do? 
 

5.  Whom do I talk to or where do I go if I 
have any questions or want to learn more 
about Stephen Ministry? 
 

6.  How does Stephen Ministry support the 
missions of our congregation? 
 

7.  What is the biblical basis for Stephen 
Ministry? 

 

Please accept this challenge to find the 
answers to these questions by next month.  
Ask any Stephen Leader:  Barb Ropp, 
Carolee Marker, Marg Dredla or Megan 
Massey, or Stephen Minister:  Pastor 
Craig, Myrt Bacon, Bob Betancur, 
Marilyn Betancur,  Patti Gritzfeld, Christy 
Jay, Krissa Randall, Sonia Schumacher or 
Ted Westervelt.  They will help you 
complete the quiz!!  Answers will be 
posted in the August newsletter!  We want 
everyone in our church family to get 
100% on this quiz!  Most especially, we 
would love to have you become a part of 
this fabulous Ministry.  Complete an 
application to become a Stephen Minister 
today! 

Due to Covid-19, United Way of Western Nebraska is 
changing its Stuff the Bus event to limit person-to-
person contact and is asking for monetary donations 
only. 

Help us Stuff the Bus for area kids! 
While we cannot physically fill the bus 
this year, with your monetary donation 
we can ensure that all children in our 
community that need help purchasing 

school supplies have what they need to start the year off 
right. Your donation directly helps kids in our 
community. 

As is the tradition of United Way of Western Nebraska, 
money raised stays in the local community.  Scotts Bluff 
County area donations help students in the Scotts Bluff 
area, Box Butte County donations help students in Box 
Butte County, etc. 100% of donations will be used to 
purchase school supplies for local kids in our community. 

Supplies for 1 Child - $ 20/Supplies for 3 Children - $ 60/
Supplies for 5 children - $100. 

Will have a Giving Tree on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall and you may pick “apples” for 
the tree.   Apples available will include 
various school supplies needed by the 
daycare – i.e.  glue sticks, bulletin board 
paper, etc.   If you prefer to make a 
monetary donation rather than purchase a specific item 
you may leave a check in the office or offering plate 
designating the donation to Kids First. 

Mission Outreach 
Stuff the Bus and Kids First are the mission 

outreach project for the month of July.  

Lynn’s Wonderings 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

CORNER 



July 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
6:30 UMM, FH 

2 
Office Closed  

3 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

4 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 

5 
Office & Kids 
First Closed  

 

6 
6:00 WWIP, L 

7 
11:30 Free Sack    
   Lunches 

8 
6:30 UMM, FH 

9 10 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

11 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Trustee 

12 
6:30 Mon. 

Night 
     Bible Study,  

13 
11:30 Kids First 

Board, L 
6:00 WWIP, L 
6:00 Stephen    
     Ministry, W 

14 15 
6:30 UMM, FH 

16 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

17 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

18 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Finance 
4:00 VBS Kick            

Off BBQ 

19 

6:00 VBS 
20 

6:00 WWIP, L 
6:00 VBS 

21 
11:30 Free Sack    
   Lunches 
6:00 VBS 

22 
6:30 UMM, FH 

23 24 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

25 
9:30 Worship  
& VBS Program 
10:30 VBS 

Breakfast 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00AdCouncil 

26 
6:30 Mon. 

Night 
     Bible Study,  

27 
1:30 UMW 
      Circle, P 
5:00 SPPRC, W 
6:00 WWIP, L 

28 29 
9:00Newsletter   
       Folding 
6:30 UMM, FH 

30 31 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  



Where do I even start with the thank 
you to my church family?  It is truly the 
power of prayer.  I appreciate all of 
your prayers and your food. You are a 
wonderful church family and I am so 
glad you are mine! 

Lynn  

Kids First Summer Carnival 
& FUMC Block Party is this 
Sunday, June 27th starting 
at 3:30 pm until around 
8:30 pm. Join us for family 
fun with music, games, 
water slide, watermelon eating contest, food 
and more! A free will offering will be taken to 
help raise money for new highchairs and nap 
mats. Our goal is to raise $1,500 to be able to 
purchase these items! Food will start around 
4:30 pm. 

We are still looking for volunteers to help 
serve food, manage games, and for set up/
tear down. If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Pastor Craig 672-3241 or 
Connie Rounds 641-0639. 

Vacation Bible 
School – July 18-21 

Rocky Railway 

Jesus Love pulls us through 

Vacation Bible School will be on 
Sunday, July 18 – Wednesday, July 23 

from 6-8:30 pm.  On Sunday, July 18 we 
will have a Kickoff BBQ.  The BBQ will 

begin at 4 pm, with VBS to follow.  
Sunday will be the only night that we 
serve supper.  Then, Sunday, July 25 

during worship service we will have a 
presentation of our VBS program that 
we learned throughout the week, with 
a Celebration Breakfast to follow!  So 

mark your calendars to either 
participate (as a kid or a leader) for 
VBS and also to support the kids at 

worship service that Sunday! 
 

**ALL AGES WELCOME—OLDER 
KIDS ARE THE LEADERS** 

Pam Barker………………………………….…………....2 

Ava Osborn, Marlowe Osborn……………....……….....3 

Larry McCaslin……………………………….….…..…...4 

Megan Chapman……………………………….….....….7 

Roger Derr,  Bill Howe, Margo Snyder…….…….…....9 

Cheryl McCaslin…………………………...….…..…….10 

Verla Karsten……………………….………...…..……11 

Arden Wohlers, Brooklynn Loseke, Vi Blome, Janet 
Larson…………………………………………….……..12 

Sara Peterson………………...………….……....….…15 

Dr. Pamela Richardson-Phillips……………….…..….16 

Marilyn Kennedy, Dave Henson…….………..……..17 

Jared Galindo…………………...….……………..….…19 

Patricia Halley…………………………….……….…....20 

Loretta Russell………………..………………..…..….21 

Dr. Ken Johnson, Vern Boulier……………..….……22 

Marianne Chapman……………………………..…….23 

Myrna Sell………..….…………………………..….…...25 

Tessie Colby…………………………...…………...…...26 

Jonah Splichal……...…..…………………………..…...27 

Tim Margheim, Annaliese Schleve……………….…...29 

Judi Freouf, Raymond Spencer, Dalene Louden....30 

 

Kids First Summer Carnival 

& FUMC Block Party  
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