
 

 

• Sept.  1st - Free Lunch 

• Sept.  5th - Labor Day 
 Picnic @ 11 a.m. 

• Sept.  8th - Youth 
 Activities start Again 

• Sept.  15th - Free Lunch 

• Sept.  16th - Newsletter 
 Deadline 

• Sept.  20th - UMW Caring 
 Circle @ 1:30 p.m. 

• Sept.  22nd - Senior 
 Lunch @ noon 

• Sept.  29th - Free Lunch 

 

Connecting People 

SEPTEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER |  PASTOR CRAIG COLLINS l  WORSHIP SERVICE: SAT. @ 5:00 P.M. & SUN. @ 9:30 A.M.  

AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Greetings to all of you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. It is with great joy that I find myself writing to 
you today. Summer is nearly over, and we are about to move 
into a more structured fall season. Personally, I’m looking 
forward to it.  

Summers used to be more laid back. In some ways they still 
are. People take vacations in the summer months, kids are out 
of school. There’s baseball and swim team, camping, boating 
and fishing, yard work and gardening, block parties and 
summer concerts, barbeques and ice cream socials, farmers 
markets and county and state fairs. These are all good things 
that make summer a lot of fun. Lori and I had our share of fun 
this summer. We had the pleasure of attending our son and 
daughter-in-law’s wedding in April (not quite summer). We 
also celebrated our 40th anniversary in July by having a family 
get-together in Kentucky.  

For a lot of people, Labor Day weekend marks the end of 
summer, and the return to routines and getting back to 
business. We’ve had our back-to-school pool party with the 
kids. Now we want to give cause for all our church to get 
together for one last hurrah. For all of you who are not 
traveling out of town for the weekend, the church is hosting a 
pot-luck meal following worship on September 5. Bring your 
family and a dish to share. The church will provide the meat. 
We’ll catch up with each other and have a great time.  

Church Events 
“Be doers of the word, and not 
merely hearers who deceive 

themselves.” 
James 1:22 



September will mark the beginning of things returning. Our Wednesday night youth groups will return on September 
8. Supper is $3 at 5:30, and then our youth groups run from 6 to 7 p.m. We have something for all youth ages pre-K to 
Senior High.  Our youth are not just the future of our church, but they are the church in the here and now. We need 
you, and we welcome you back.  

Our chancel choir will return in September! They meet for the first time this season on Wednesday, September 8, from 
7 to 8 p.m.  Anyone who would like to sing with the chancel choir is invited to attend. I’m hoping we have a good 
response from our choir members. As much as we have loved Patrick and Lauren and all our soloists, we are anxious 
to get our choir back together.  

One of the things that happened during COVID was the resignation of our bell director, Garry Teghtmeyer. Garry, 
Peggy and Anna have given so much to our church in the form of leadership and service with our bell choir. We thank 
them all for the hours upon hours of practice and all their efforts to present an amazing bell choir for our church. I 
especially want to thank Garry for his leadership and the many years in which it fell on him (along with his family) to 
pull the choir together and be ready to perform. I was looking at photos of the bell choir down in the bell room that go 
back to 1988. So, for at least 33 years, Garry has faithfully served our church in this way. Thank you, so much, Garry!  
Well done, good and faithful servant.  

Our usher crews are anxious to get back to serving. Bad news is that Gary Lofing has resigned his position as head 
usher. Here I was thinking there was only one way to get out of being head usher, and that condition has not been met, 
thankfully. We certainly want to express our appreciation to Gary and Susan Lofing and the entire Lofing family who 
have so faithfully served us in this way. We aren’t sure how many years Gary served as head usher, but 25 years is 
somewhere in the ballpark. You and your family did a great job, Gary, and we appreciate you all so much.   

As we return to more routines, I want to take opportunities to connect with all of you. I recently started what I call the 
Friday Update to help us all stay connected in the life of the church. I will send it out each Friday by email. If you have 
not received one, please send me an email and I can add you to the list of recipients.  

I feel COVID has robbed us of so much. Our COOL Committee hasn’t met since COVID began. COOL stands for 
Caring Outreach Of Love. Hopefully, as things get better (and they will get better) we can begin meeting again. The 
COOL Committee was a group of folks who did hospital and shut in visitations. We met each Monday morning to 
discuss needs of people, and we prayed for our church folks. I can foresee getting the group back together, and perhaps 
adjusting the way we care for people that will keep our committee as well as those we care about healthy and safe. If 
you are interested in serving in this way, let me know.  

I am beginning a new worship series that will help us put our faith into action. It’s called Doers of the Word. We are 
called to be not only hearers of the Word, but doers of the Word. First thing we need to do is be hearers of the Word. 
As routines get back in place, let’s make worship a priority. Let’s carve out the time and make it a priority to be 
hearers of the Word, and then we will trust the Holy Spirit to 
empower us to be doers of the Word as we put our faith into 
action.   

Before I close, I just want you to know that I have missed you. 
I have missed seeing many of you in worship, and we can 
blame COVID for much of that. We are trying to provide 
meaningful worship services where you can connect with 
God. But worship is also meant to connect us to each other. I 
know there is risk out there, and some of you are hesitant to 
congregate. Just know that you are missed. I am available and 
am more than happy to come visit you. With COVID, I don’t 
feel like I can just drop in on you, especially if you are trying 
to be safe and avoid risk. Let’s get together somehow, some 
way. I’m happy to wear my mask if need be in order for us to 
visit. If you want to meet outside, we can do that. If you just 
want to visit on the phone, I’m happy to connect with you in 
that way. My phone number is 308.672.3241. Please don’t 
hesitate to call. You are worthy of my time. You are precious 
to God, and you are precious to me and our church. Let me 
know if you want a visit or if you need a prayer. I’m here for 
you. 

Blessings, Peace, Love, and JOY! 

UMW NEWS 
Thanks to everyone who supported the 
United Methodist Women’s Salad 
Luncheon, Bake Sale and Boutique on 
Saturday, July 24. 

Your generosity is helping UMW to meet 
its goal of supporting the UMW Missions 
here and around the world.   

We invited all women of the Church to 
be a  part of United Methodist Women.  
Our Caring Circle meets the third 
Monday of each month at 1:30 pm in 
the Church Parlor for fellowship and 
study of our program and missions. 

Our next Caring Circle is September 20 
at 1:30pm,   

For more information, contact Janet 
Gardner at 632-3169. 



September Outreach 

DOVES is the designated Outreach project 
for the month of September. The DOVES 
Program was founded in 1979 to provide 
support to victims of domestic violence in 
Scotts Bluff County. Since that time, it has 
grown to assist victims of dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking as well. 

DOVES provides 24-hour assistance; offers 
immediate, on-going and long-term support, 
and connects individuals to other community 
resources for legal, medical or emergency 
help. 

Items needed include: 

Non-perishable food items 
like Mac and Cheese, Ramen 

Noodles, canned soups 
with pull-tab openers --- or 

full-size bottles of 
conditioner. 

Donation items should be placed in 
the outreach bin at the west end of 

Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your 
support. 

 

Leadership Opportunities for 
Youth 

Please be praying about possibly becoming a 
leader for our Youth beginning in the Fall. 
We meet from 6-7 pm every Wednesday 
night. We try to have 2 teachers for each 
group so if one leader is out of town or 
unavailable the other leader can take over. 
We have many positions available to work 
with the youth, so if you are interested and 
not sure how or where might be a good fit, 
please contact Missi at 225-2527 or 
miasillo@aol.com and we will definitely 
find a place for you. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
ACTIVITIES TO START AGAIN! 

Our Wednesday night activities will begin 
on Sept. 8. We will be serving supper 
from 5:30-6:00 and then our groups will 
meet from 6-7 pm. There are four different 
groups. Pre-K through 2nd is Kidz Club 
and will be lead by Keely Langer. Third 
grade through 5th grade will meet in 
Fellowship Hall and will be lead by Holly 
Marker. There will be a confirmation class 
and a post-confirmation through 12th 
grade youth group. Any questions, 
contact Missi at 225-2527 or 
miasillo@aol.com. 

 

 

CATPACKS 

We will be starting Catpacks again on 
Aug. 24. We pack every Tuesday night at 
the Presbyterian Church. We are in need 
of the following: 

1. New storage bins/tubs to carry the 
Catpacks to the schools. (no bigger than 
20 gallon) 

2. Substitute drivers – you pick up tubs 
around 4:30 on Tuesday and then deliver 
to one school the next day or Thursday. 
We have main drivers, but sometimes 
they are unavailable so we need a few 
substitute people on hand. 

3. A person/people to load the tubs on 
Tuesdays after packing. We start at 4:00 
and are usually done by 4:45 for sure, if 
not sooner. You just load the tubs into 
the delivery drivers cars. 

If you have any questions, please just 
contact Missi Iasillo at 308-225-2527 or 
miasillo@aol.com. 



Lynn’s Wonderings 
Hello everyone! It’s September already!!! Are you ready to jump into the Fall Fun?   
 

We start with our LABOR DAY POTLUCK PICNIC on September 5 at 11 am.   WE will furnish the 
meat and the drinks.  We will be using paper plates and plastic silverware,  so we do not have 
to wash dishes!!!  Please bring your favorite side dish or dessert or both. This is always fun to 
share a meal and fellowship 
 

Our next BIG event will be the A-MAZING FUN EVENT, Sunday, October 17th.  Last year we had 
to cancel for the first time in 12 years because of the blizzard  weather.  Let’s start praying so 
that we have good weather for that weekend. You can start bringing in Halloween candy 
anytime.  We hand it out at all the games we play.  Please make sure it is a bag of wrapped 
candy. We go through lots and lots of candy! 
 

You all know how Santa’s days fill up fast during the Christmas season..  Well, I talked to him 
and Mrs. Claus the other day and they put us on their schedule for Homespun.   Mark your 
calendars for November 13 from 9 – 2 pm.  We will have Randy Thruston’s cinnamon rolls for 
sale!!! This is a really fun packed Saturday, come early and stay all day.   
  

I have given you a lot of wonderful events to think about.  It is easy to get involved, just step 

in.  

Lynn 

• Servant Keeper Update!!!!!    

 Servant Keeper is the program that we use in the church office to keep track of members, address, 

phone numbers, emails, birthday, etc.  If your information has changed or maybe I don’t have correct 

information, please email me at rgies@firstumcsb.com.  I would love to get family pictures as well.  If 

you have a picture (it doesn’t have to be a professional photo!), please email that to me also.  My goal 

is to get our directory more current.   

Along with updating the directory, this would be a great time to join our email prayer chain group or 

newsletter mailing or email group.  

There is a Servant Keeper App for your phone.  This app allows you to have the directory at  your 

finger tips.  Here are the directions to get it installed on your phone.  

When you log into this app, you will need to enter the following information…. 

•Customer Name= First UMC Scottsbluff 

•Cloud Account Email= rgies@firstumcsb.com 

• Hosted Cloud License Key= BQKQ8VBR6PUYTPVN69JD9RQ9D 

 User Name:  FirstUMCSB   Password: 1Umcsb 

 

• The newsletter deadline for the October issue is September 16
th
. 

• New office hours:  Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

August week 1:  $12,360 

August week 2:  $6,147 

August week 3:  $4,145 

August week 4:  $4,977 

Giving YTD: $223,847 

Note there are 5 Sundays in 
August  
 
 
 

Mission Shares 
 We have paid - $22,509.16 of 
 $36,822  
 District is 100% paid at 
 $1,362.00 
 

Administrative Corner 

August Financial Giving 

mailto:rgies@firstumcsb.com


September 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
11:30 Free Sack    
   Lunches 

2 
6:30 UMM, FH 

3 4 
Communion 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

5 
Communion 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Labor Day            
Picnic Potluck 

6 
Labor Day 

Closed 

 
 

7 
6:00 WWIP, L 

8 
Youth 

Activities Start  
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

9 
6:30 UMM, FH 

10 11 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

12 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Trustee 

13 
9:00 UMW 

Board, WH 
6:30 Monday 

Night Bible 
Study, L 

14 
11:30 Kids First 

Board, L 
6:00 WWIP, L 

15 
11:30 Free Sack    
   Lunches 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

16 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

6:30 UMM, FH 

17 18 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

19 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Finance 

20 
1:30 UMW 
Caring Circle, P 
6:30 Monday 

Night Bible 
Study, L 

21 
6:00 WWIP, L 

22 
12:00 Senior  
     Lunch 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

23 
6:30 UMM, FH 

24 25 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

26 
9:30 Worship  
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00AdCouncil 

27 
6:30 Monday 

Night Bible 
Study, L 

28 
5:00 SPPRC, W 
6:00 WWIP, L 

29 
11:30 Free Sack    
   Lunches 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

30 
6:30 UMM, FH 
9:00 Newsletter  
Folding, WH 

   

www.firstumcsb.com 



Thank you so much for your prayers for 
my twin great granddaughters who were 
in automobile accident. Madison is doing 
well and is home after having her facial 
fractures plated. Her ribs are slowly 
healing.  Sister McKenzie was uninjured 
and has joined her at home. It will just  
take time and more doctor visits for 
healing and laceration scars to fade.  I 
greatly appreciate your prayers and 
concern during this stressful time. 

Jane Burkey 
 
 

Scottsbluff 1st UMC, 
Thank you very much for your donation 
and continued support.  We really 
appreciate it! 
God Bless! 

 Camp Norwesca Staff 

SENIOR LUNCH 

We are starting Senior Lunch 
again! After a long year off, 

we will start again on 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 at 12 

Noon. We will have a sign up 
by the office, so stop by or 

call to get your name on the 
list. The first month we will 

be playing some games and 
doing some catching up, so 

we would love to see your 
faces for some much-needed 

fellowship! 

Pat Clark………...…………………………………...……...1 

Carol Holyoke, Zeda Gonzales…………….….….….….....3 

Candy Hubbard, ………………………………………..…...5 

Thomas Holyoke…………………….………..……....…....6 

Shirley Staman, Donna Eckland, Bunni Slater, Keelyn 

Morris…………………………………………...…………..7 

Judi Facinelli……………………………………...…..…..…8 

Lisa Freeburg…......…………………………………..…..…9 

Larry Heppner, Henry Jay, Harlow Douglass……...….....10 

Emily Carpenter……………………………………...….…11 

Dan Carter, Kathi Sparks, Mark Staman……..……...….…12 

TJ Dredla, Andrew Larson, Frost Wallace, Bridger 

Wallace……………..……………………………………...13 

Peggy Teghtmeyer……………...….…..…................….….14 

Brian Larson, Lori Collins……...…………...………...…...16 

Shirley Duncan..……..………….………………….…......18 

Sharon Kling……………..…………..………………….…19 

Chuck Sell…………………………….....…….….……......21 

Barbara Croft, Marg Dredla………………...………..…..23 

Linda Fairley, Russ Scott……………..…….……...…..…..24 

Connie Meyer……..………………………………...….….25 

Brian Sweeney, Megan Massey, Rowynne Cardiff…..…...26 

Chase Snyder……………………………….......………….27 

Connar Borgman……………….……………...……...…...28 

Blake Wohlers………………………..………..…………..30 



CONNECTIONS is published monthly by the First United Methodist 
Church, 2002 4th Avenue, Scottsbluff, NE  69361-2099 

Periodicals postage paid at Scottsbluff, NE  USPS  #000-858 

 

Postmaster:  Send Address changes to: 

PERIODICAL 

 


