
• Oct 13
th

  –  Free Lunch 

• Oct 16
th

 – Newsletter 
Deadline 

• Oct 17
th

 – A-MAZE-ing 
Family Fun Festival 

• Oct 20
th

 – Senior Lunch 
& Flu Shots 

• Oct 27
th

 – Free Lunch 

• Oct 31
st

 – Happy 
Halloween 

• Nov 6
th

 – Charge 
Conference 

Church Events 

Connecting People 

OCTOBER 2021 NEWSLETTER |  PASTOR CRAIG COLLINS l  WORSHIP SERVICE: SAT. @ 5:00 P.M. & SUN. @ 9:30 A.M.  

AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

“Confess your sins to each other and pray 

for each other so that you may be healed.” 

James 5:16 

We’ve wrapped up on series on 
James, called “Doers of the 
Word.” Yes, our faith should be 
displayed in the way we live our 
lives. We are called to be doers 
of the Word, and not hearers 
only (1:22). What we say we 
believe is best verified by the 
way we live our lives. We need 
to put action to our faith, as 
James reminds us that faith 
without works is dead (2:17). If 
we claim we love our neighbors, 
and have the resources to help 
them in their struggles, we can’t 
simply walk around them and 
wish them well without offering 
assistance (2:16). Providing help 
to others is one of the ways we 
demonstrate our love for Jesus. 
You might recall Jesus’ teaching 
“What you’ve done for the least 
of these, you’ve done for 
me” (Matthew 25:40).  

Our faith is lived out by the way 
we care for each other, too. The 
last lesson we heard from James 
was the call to prayer. Because 
we are sick, or because we are 
well. Because we are suffering 

or because we are cheerful. We 
should pray. Pray with the sighs 
of your hearts; pray with the 
songs of your souls. We should 
pray, and pray together. We can 
call on help when our own 
prayers seem to be bouncing off 
the ceiling, lost in the clouds 
above our heads. We like that 
there are tools to help us pray. 
Like the five finger prayer.  

Thumb: pray for those 
closest to you  

Pointer finger: pray for those 
who guide us: teachers, 
doctors, counselors, 
mentors  

Middle finger (tallest one): 
pray for those who lead 
us: government, civic, 
and business leaders, 
police and firefighters 

Ring finger (weakest one): 
pray for those who are 
weak: the poor, sick, 
disabled, infants, 
homeless, the powerless 
and the persecuted  

Pinkie (the smallest or least): 
Pray for myself.  



There is the acronym ACTS, which helps focus our prayer:  

A – Adoration: praising God for who God is 
C – Confession: owning our sins, repenting and seeking forgiveness 
T – Thanksgiving: thanking God for all God does for you 
S – Supplication: prayers of request for ourselves and others. 

We pray with our hands, laying them on those for whom we pray. We bow our heads, and sometimes we 
look up to heaven. We pray with the oil of anointing, not because that makes the prayer better, lubricates 
the prayer machinery somehow, but simply because it gives us something to grab hold of as we pray. 
Anointing you with oil reminds us of God’s presence and blessing over your life. I love the fact that we 
prayed for each other the last Sunday in October. It’s got me thinking we need to provide more 
opportunities for prayer. We are a praying church. We care about each other. We need the connection that 
prayer provides.  

If you feel led to pray for others, I invite you to sign up for one of our prayer chains. We actually have 
two. The first one is a calling tree prayer chain. If you’d like to be placed on the calling tree prayer chain, 
you would expect to receive a call for prayer, and then you would call the next person on the list to let 
them know. We also have an email prayer chain where prayer concerns are shared via email. If you’d like 
to be included in this list, or if you have a prayer request, please let me know.  

I’m calling our COOL committee back to action. We haven’t met since COVID began. It’s time we found a 
way to do our work while keeping safe. COOL stands for Caring Outreach of Love, and consists of people 
from our church who want to extend God’s love and care to our church folks. We will meet to share in the 
prayer concerns that were lifted up during worship, and together we will find ways to express God’s love to 
our church family. We will hold confidentiality when it is called for, and we will be faithful in prayer. If this 
sounds like a group where you could fulfill God’s call on your life please get in touch with me.  

I love serving our church and look forward to seeing how God leads us into our tomorrows. Let us be 
faithful in the little things and trust that God will see us through much bigger things. 

Grace, Peace, Love, and JOY!  

Senior Lunch 
We will have Senior Lunch 

on October 20 at 12 
Noon.  It is a really nice 

lunch and we always have 
a program or a speaker.  If 

you have never come 
before, please join 

us!  Sign up by the church 
office (or call Raylene and 

have her do it for 
you).  There will be flu 

shots and Covid shots that 
day so sign up for that, as 
well, if you are interested.  

 

 

Wednesday Night 
Teachers Needed 

 

We are looking for a couple of extra people 

to help teach on Wednesday nights.  We 

have some great lead teachers, but it is 

always helpful to have a little help with 

crowd control.  If you are interested in this 

opportunity or need more information, 

please contact Missi at 308-225-2527 

or miasillo@aol.com. 

Catpacks Help! 
 

We are still looking for help on Tuesday 

afternoons at 4:00-4:30 to help load tubs 

into our delivery drivers’ cars.  If you cannot 

help every Tuesday, that is fine.  We would 

appreciate any help we could get.  Thanks! 

mailto:miasillo@aol.com


Stephen Ministry 
Everyone Needs Someone 

People need people and friends need friends, 

and we all need love for a full life depends - 

not on vast riches or great acclaim, 

not on success or on worldly fame, 

But just in knowing that someone cares, 

and holds us close in their thoughts and prayers 
- 

for only the knowledge that we're understood, 

makes everyday living feel wonderfully good, 

And we deprive ourselves of life's greatest 
need, 

when we "lock up our hearts" and fail to heed, 

The outstretched hand reaching to find, 

a kindred spirit whose heart and mind, 

are lonely and longing to somehow share, 

our joys and sorrows and to make us aware, 

That life's completeness and richness depends, 

on the things we share with our loved ones, 

and friends. 

Helen Steiner Rice © 

 

Have you ever longed for “someone” who 
can provide that type of tender healing care 
that helps you recover from sadness, 
loneliness, or pain? You have the strength to 
heal with the help of a trustworthy, 
confidential friend who will listen without 
judgment. We, at FUMC, have highly 
trained congregational members in Stephen 
Ministry who will walk with you through 
your dark times. They will be that “kindred 
spirit” that brings you hope though the love 
of Christ. 

If you would like to have the company of a 
Stephen Minister to walk beside you during 
troubled times please reach out to Pastor 
Craig or the church office. We are here for 
you. 

Mission Outreach for October 

is the Helping Hands Ministry.   
This project was started by Pastor Craig 

with a special donation to the church – its 

purpose is to provide a “helping hand” 

within our community. 

Recipients have included church members 

as well as other locals or people passing 

through the area. 

Applicants are interviewed to determine 

actual need and once a person receives 

help, they are not eligible again for a 

period of one year.    

Various needs which have been filled by 

this ministry have included a tank of gas, 

bus tickets, groceries, rent money, 

clothing needs, temporary lodging, etc. 

 

Year to date we have had $14,773.56 

donated to the Helping Hands Fund.  We 

have currently spent $15,881.37.   We 

have helped 177 people with the Helping 

Hands Fund, with about 30 of the 177 

being repeat people. 

 

Funding is the primary need and 

donations may be dropped in the offering 

plate, left in the office or mailed to the 

church --- this project is also funded by 

the communion offering. 



Lynn’s Wonderings 

Boo & all that really scary stuff! D0 you decorate for Halloween? Do you have any 
Halloween decorations you do not use? Would you like to donate them to the A-
MAZE-ing Family Fun Festival? We can use anything to help decorate the straw 
bales. This AMAZING family event is scheduled for Sunday, October 17th

 at 1:00 
p.m. in the Panhandle Coop parking lot.  We invite the community to come have 
some fun.  The entry fee is one can of food or any non perishable item. All food will 
go to Potters Wheel Ministries.  We also need volunteers to help with the games and 
help hand out tricks and treats. One more thing, we will need candy!!!!  When 
you’re out and about please pick up any wrapped candy. Come join in on the fun.  
Tons of games, a straw bale maze and as always, we will also have HANK and 
JESSIE, two large mules, to give wagon rides.  

We have received the new Rada Cutlery catalogs. They have the new black handle 
and anthem wave, a new  premium handle, some new baking pans, party dips, and 
no bake cheese cakes, sweet dips, soups and sauces.  Stop by and pick up a catalog 
in my office. I would like to place a Rada order by October 11. So please have your 
orders in at that time Please and thank you. 
  
Next up is our fabulous HomeSpun Holiday Boutique on Saturday, November 13. 
This one promises to be the best one yet! Santa has already put us on his list to 
come by.  Randy Thruston will be here baking his yummy rolls and favorite soups!  
Our pantry will have tons of amazing goodies.  We will have beautiful decorated 
trees.  This is one event you will not want to miss. 
  
See you all around!!! 

Lynn 

Administrative Assistant’s Corner 

September Financal Givings 

September week 1:  $7,102 

September week 2:  $7,827 

September week 3:  $6,419 

September week 4:  $6,602 

YTD:   $282,010 in 2020  vs  $254,317 in 2021 

 

 

 The newsletter deadline for the 

November issue is October 16
th

. 

 Would you like to get the newsletter 

via email, please send Raylene an 

email at rgies@firstumcsb.com 

 Visit us online at 

www.firstumcsb.com or check us 

out on Facebook  

 It’s Pastor Appreciation Month !!!  

Let me know if you have any ideas for 

Pastor Craig! 



October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
Communion 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

3 
World 
Communion 

9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 

4 
6:30 Monday 

Night Bible 
Study, L 

5 
6:00 WWIP, L 
6:00 Stephen 
Ministry, WH 
7:00 Pastor 
Darryl Burton 

6 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

7 
6:30 UMM, FH 

8 9 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

10 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Trustee 

11 
9:00 UMW 

Board, WH 
6:30 Monday 

Night Bible 
Study, L 

12 
6:00 WWIP, L 

13 
11:30 Free Sack    
   Lunches 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

14 
6:30 UMM, FH 

15 16 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

17 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Finance 
1:00 A-MAZE-
ing Family Fun 

18 
1:30 UMW 
Caring Circle, P 
6:30 Monday 

Night Bible 
Study, L 

19 
11:30 Kids First 

Board, L 
6:00 WWIP, L 
6:00 Kids First 

training., FH 

20 
12:00 Senior 

Lunch & Flu 
shots 

5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

21 
6:30 UMM, FH 

22 23 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

24 
9:30 Worship  
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00AdCouncil 

25 
6:30 Monday 

Night Bible 
Study, L 

6:30 AKTION 
Club, FH 

26 
5:00 SPPRC, W 
6:00 WWIP, L 

27 
11:30 Free Sack    
   Lunches 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

28 
6:30 UMM, FH 
9:00 Newsletter  
Folding, WH 

29 30 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

31 
Happy 

Halloween 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 

      



SEEK PROTECTION 
Flu season is coming. The publicity surrounding 
COVID tends to overshadow the approaching flu 
season but has not decreased the potential danger 
and side effects of influenza. 

RWMC nurses will be at First United Methodist, 
Scottsbluff Wednesday, October 29, 11 AM-
12:45PM to provide flu shots. Bring your proof of 
insurance/Medicare Card or $38 if you are self-pay. 

COVID vaccine shots will also be available. 
Moderna will be offered for first or second shots. If 
you are coming for second shot bring proof of your 
first shot. If you are receiving a COVID shot plan to 
wait for fifteen minutes after. COVID shot precedes 
flu shot. 

A sign-up sheet for both shots is available on the 
bulletin board by the office. Sign up a week in 
advance if you want a COVID shot. Please plan to 
wear clothes that allow access to the highest part of 
your upper arm. Masks are required. 

Marian Mihane, Christine Dill…..………...........…..1 

Alex Marker, Lorraine Osthoff..….…..……..….…..2 

Marcia Keller..…………………………...….....…….3 

Thomas Mihane..………...………………..….……..4 

Carmie Howe………………………………………….5 

Bud Stoddard…………………………….…………..6 

Cindy Morrison, Breckden Holten…………………...8 

Bobbie Johnson……………………………...…......9 

Penny Pahlke….………………………………….....10 

Naomi Schmunk………….………………………...13 

Krissa Randall…………………………………..…...14 

Darrel Atchison, Ivan Rush…………..….....…..….15 

Judy Hinze, Kim Tomoi, Theresa Olson….....…...16 

Jackson Howard, Rylan Cheek, Nancy Elliott, Carl 
Roland…………………………………………...…...17 

Shelli Dredla……………….…………...…….…......18 

Shelley McCoy……..……………..……………...….20 

John Hennings, Connie Rounds, Kristin Gauthier, 
Doug Boyce...…..……................................….…...21 

Vera Wohleb, Payton Borgman, Garrett Jackson 
…………………………………………………….…..22 

Heidi Larson……………………...……...……...…...23 

Chary Hutzel, Michele Howard, Royce Olmstead 
………………………………………….……...…......24 

Ruth Tomoi, Linda Fowler……..……..….….….....25 

Garry Teghtmeyer, Patricia Gillen, Doug Stuckert, 
………..……………..…..…………………...……….26 

Vicky Margheim, Leon Ross………..……..………27 

Ward Krichau, Steve Martin.…………..……....…..28 

Alyce Randall………………...……………...…......30 

Leone Carlson, Lorene Shear, Tom Tomoi, Martin 
Brandt…………..………………………….………....31 

Our annual charge conference will be held on 

Saturday, November 6th at 10 a.m.  at United 

Methodist Church in Alliance, NE.  Pastor Craig 

would like to encourage everyone to attend. 

Charge conferences are held every year as a way 

for our District Superintendent to learn about 

what each church has accomplished and what 

goals are set for the next year and for members 

to have a voice in the local church.  The DS then 

relays this on to our Bishop. 

Charge Conference 

Thank you for everyone’s prayers and concern 

for John’s surgery and on going recovery.  It is 

greatly appreciated.     

                                  John & Carol Hennings 
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Thank You 

Pastor Craig 

For the 

leadership and 

vision you bring 

to our church 

family. 

We 

appreciate 

you! 


