
Church Events 

• Nov. 4 - Meet & Greet with 
Darryl Burton      -                  
6:30 a.m. or 12:00 p.m. 

• Nov. 5 - Darryl Burton 

Program @ 7 p.m. 

• Nov. 6 - Charge Conference 

• Nov. 7 - Daylight Savings 

Time Ends 

• Nov. 10 - Free Lunch 

• Nov. 14 - Catpack Soup Lunch 

• Nov. 17 - Senior Lunch 

• Nov. 20 - HomeSpun Boutique 

• Nov. 25 - Happy Thanksgiving 
            Kids First & Office Closed 

• Nov. 26 -  Kids First & Office 

Closed 

Connecting People 

NOVEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER |  PASTOR CRAIG COLLINS l  WORSHIP SERVICE: SAT. @ 5:00 P.M. & SUN. @ 9:30 A.M.  

AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

You remember the story of 
Bartimaeus, right? He was 
the blind bigger who had no 
way of providing for himself 
or his family. This was his 
way of life, waiting by the 
road, begging people to 
throw coins his direction, 
catching them with his 
outspread outer garment. 
There were no social service 
agencies. No one seemed to 
care. If they threw him 
change, I suspect it wasn’t so 
much to help him in his need, 
as to satisfy their own sense 
of duty. Kind of like 
throwing scraps to the dog. 

We don’t know how long 
Bart was blind, whether it 
was from birth, or from some 
accident or disease, but I 
suspect he felt pretty useless. 
My guess is Bart heard the 
stories of Jesus, how he was 
healing people, and helping 
those who were treated like 
dirt. 

When Bart heard Jesus was 
approaching, he called out to 
him, ‘Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” The 
reference to the Son of David 
indicates to me that he had 
heard the rumblings that  

When Bartimaeus heard the news that 
Jesus of Nazareth was nearby, he 
began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 

Mark 10:47 



perhaps Jesus was the One, the Messiah, who had come to redeem Israel. He longed to be made 
whole again, and trusted Jesus could help him. The people tried shushing Bart, reinforcing the idea 
that he was worthless, and not worthy of Jesus’s time. But that only made Bart get even more 
emotional. He cried out even louder to get Jesus’s attention. This time, it worked! Jesus called for 
the people to bring the man to him. 

When those around him urged him up, Bart threw off his outer garment. Right then and there, he 
displayed faith that Jesus was going to help him. That outer garment represented his old way of life. 
He had faith that he would never again have to beg for help. 

I find it interesting that when he reached the Lord, Jesus asked him what he could do for him. You’d 
think it would be obvious what the man needed, but Jesus gave him the opportunity to lay his need 
before the Lord. Bart tells Jesus, “I want to see!” Jesus said to him, “Go for your faith has healed 
you.” Instantly the man could see, and he followed Jesus down the road. Notice, he didn’t rush to 
see his family. He didn’t go and find his friends. Those seem like pretty logical things to do, but 
perhaps he had neither. Bart was certainly grateful, so amazed by his healing, that he joined in with 
the people, and followed Jesus to Jerusalem. I suspect he was among those who sang “Hosanna, to 
the Son of David,” as he came into town, riding on the colt of a donkey. 

People have come to our church for help who could relate to Bart. Desperate people, tired of the 
mess their lives have become. They have been looked down upon, forgotten, and discarded as not 
worthy of good people’s time. It’s easy to place the blame upon them, and therefore “not our 
problem.” It’s tempting even for me, to tell them I’m too busy, and don’t have time to address their 
need. But they come to our church with a glimmer of hope that perhaps we can help them in some 
way. I look at these folks and see broken and discarded children of God who are worthy of our 
time. We make time to hear about their situation, how they got there, and where they see themselves 
in the future. We talk about the resources in our community that could provide relief. We discuss 
food resources, the soup kitchen, and possible job opportunities. I always remind those in crisis that 
they are loved by God as we discuss their faith and the power of God in their life. I offer to pray for 
them and can’t think of anyone who turned me down. Often there are tears, regrets, and promises to 
seek God’s help. The help we provide through Helping Hands funds isn’t always quite what they 
expected, but I trust the Holy Spirit lead us to the solutions we provide. 

I’m grateful for all of you, and your continued support of Helping Hands ministry. Together we are 
making a difference in the lives of those in our church and community who find themselves in 
crisis. This past month Helping Hands was our mission of the month. You supported this ministry 
with approximately $3,049. These funds were given by people in our church and earmarked for this 
ministry. So far this year we have helped approximately 200 people with rental assistance, motel 
rooms, utilities, food, and fuel totaling $19,957. And best of all, we have encouraged people in their 
faith and shared the love of Jesus Christ with them. We could not provide this help without you, so 
thank you, thank you, for your generosity and love. If you are interested in having a hands on 
involvement in this ministry, please stop by and see me. Together we are growing in our faith, and 
sharing God’s love in our community. 

Grateful for you! 

 

Pastor Craig 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Night Supper Servers 

This year’s soup supper is actually a soup 
luncheon on Nov. 14 from 10:30-1:00 pm. It is 
a free will offering and all of the money will go 
to buy food for the Weekend Backpack Food 
Program for the schools in Scottsbluff and 

Gering. All of the different soups are homemade 
by our congregation. If you are willing to bring 
something, please let me know. You can bring 
different kinds of soups and rolls, chips and 

desserts. Come enjoy a great Sunday lunch and 
support a wonderful cause in our own 

community!!! Contact Missi at 308-225-2527 or 
miasillo@aol.com if interested in bringing 

something for this event. 

ANNUAL CATPACKS  
SOUP SUPPER FUNDRAISER  

We are looking for servers for one night a month to serve supper on 

Wednesday nights. You need to arrive about 5:00 and most everything is 

set up and ready to serve to the kids and then serve from 5:30-6:00 and 

then clean up. We use paper products to eat on, so there are usually only a 

few pans to wash and put some things away and wipe down tables. If you 

are interested, please contact Missi at 308-225-2527 or miasillo@aol.com 



Lynn’s Wonderings 
THANK YOU ALL who volunteered for the maze.  We had all of our games attended with members, for 
both shifts!  You are all AMAZING!! Another HUGE THANK YOU goes to Russel Colby for designing the 
maze with 140 straw bales bowered from Western Sugar.  Martin Brandt was in charge of organizing 
the transportation of the bales to and from Panhandle Coop. He gave me a list of 16 thank yous to 
write. That will be done! THANK YOU Martin!! This was our 10th A-MAZE-ing Family Fun Festival, and 
our last.  We have had many successes and only one cancellation due to wind and show.  So put your 
idea hats on, what else can we do??? 
  
Saturday, November 20TH  will be our HomeSpun Boutique from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  There will be soups 
and cinnamon rolls, like always, 20 home-based businesses,  a pantry full of home made goodies. 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be hear 11 to 2 p.m., bring your cameras. When you enter you will receive a 
big red bag and a chance to register for a door prize.  This is one event you do not want to miss, really! 
  
Sunday, November 7th we will put our American Flags up around the sidewalk on 20th Street in honor 
of Veterans Day on 11th.   November 7th is also the day we set our clocks back .  Don’t forget or you will 
be at Church really early.  November 7th  is  also Pastor Craig’s Birthday.  Let’s surprise him with 
balloons.  Please bring a balloon to church on Sunday to five to Pastor Craig to celebrate his birthday. 
  
Thanks and be safe, 

                            Lynn 

Mission Outreach for November 
Our MISSION OUTREACH for November is the Panhandle Youth Shelter and Finders Keepers Foster 
Care. 

The Panhandle Youth Shelter has served youth in the Panhandle of Nebraska since 1984. The shelter is a 
licensed facility with a 14-bed capacity. They accept referrals from Health and Human Services, Probation, 
and the community. Youth experiencing homelessness or other struggles can access the shelter 24 hours a 
day/7 days a week. The Shelter can also provide crisis intervention for families who need placements for 
youth. The service for families is provided at no cost to them. 

This year the shelter is asking for towels, twin size bedding, hygiene items and kitchen items (NO 
silverware, please.). Place your donations in the outreach bin in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Finders Keepers is a local non-profit group that 

provides essential items for children in the Foster 

Care system in Western Nebraska. Finders Keepers holds at least three “seasonal” giveaway events each 
year to make the donated items available to families that need them. Volunteers can also coordinate item 
deliveries on an as-needed basis. 

Finders Keepers always has a need for packages of new socks and underwear for both girls and boys in 
various sizes. These same items will also be collected in December for distribution to local schools so if you 
find a bargain, buy twice! Again, place any donations in the outreach box and thanks for supporting our 
monthly mission projects. 



November 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 

6:30 Monday 
Night Bible 
Study, L 

2 
 
 

10:00 Rose Bible 
        Study, WH 
6:00 WWIP, L 
6:00 Stephen 
Ministry, WH 

3 
 
 

5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

4 
 
 

6:30 UMM, FH 
(with Pastor 
Darryl Burton) 
12:00 Lunch 

with Darryl 
Burton  

5 
 

7:00 Pastor 
Darryl Burton 

6 
 

Communion 
 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  
6:00 Charge  
      Conference 

7 
Communion 

9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 

8 
 

9:00 UMW 
Board, WH 

6:30 Monday 
Night Bible 
Study, L 

9 
 

10:00 Rose Bible 
        Study, WH 
11:30 Kids First 

Board, L 
6:00 WWIP, L 
 

10 
 

11:30 Free Sack    
   Lunches 
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

11 
 

6:30 UMM, FH 

12 13 
 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

14 
 

9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
10:30 Catpack 

Soup Lunch 
11:00 Trustee 

15 
 

6:30 Monday 
Night Bible 
Study, L 

16 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

10:00 Rose Bible 
        Study, WH 
6:00 WWIP, L 

17 
 

12:00 Senior 
Lunch  

5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

18 
 

6:30 UMM, FH 

19 20 
 

9:00 HomeSpun 
     Boutique 
5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

21 
 

9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00 Finance 
 

22 
 

1:30 UMW 
Caring Circle, P 
6:30 Monday 

Night Bible 
Study, L 

6:30 AKTION 
Club, FH 

23 
 

9:00 Newsletter 
     Folding, L 
10:00 Rose Bible 
        Study, WH 
5:00 SPPRC, W 
6:00 WWIP, L 
 

24 
 

5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 

25 
 

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

 
 

26 
 

Office & Kids 
First Closed 

27 
 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

28 
 

9:30 Worship  
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
11:00AdCouncil 

29 
 

6:30 Monday 
Night Bible 
Study, L 

 

30 
 

6:00 WWIP, L 
10:00 Rose Bible 
        Study, WH 

    



Celebrate Your 

Blessings 

Administrative News 
• The newsletter deadline for the December issue is 

November 16. Newsletter Folding will be on the 23rd, this is 

a  few days early due to Thanksgiving. 

• It’s that time of year again to donate a POINSETTIA for the 

Christmas season.  Forms will be going out in the bulletins 

for you to donate a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a 

loved one.  You may also pick up a poinsettia form in the 

office. 

• Offices and Kids First will be closed November 25 & 26 

for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 

October Financial Giving 

October week 1:  $11,561 

October week 2:  $6,507 

October week 3:  $5,990 

October week 4:  $4,873 

YTD:   $276,835 in 2021  vs  
$306,289 in 2020 

SENIOR LUNCH  

Senior Lunch will be on Wednesday, Nov. 17 at Noon. Sign up by the office 
and come enjoy a great lunch and great company. The program has not 
been confirmed, but it is sure to be worth coming for. Everyone is always 
welcome! 



Bob Doering…………………………………..………...3 

Richard Marker, Brent Aulick,  Carol Enderle……..…5 

Sherry Preston, Penelope Gauthier……......…..…...……6 

Craig Collins…………………………………...………..7 

Zachary Connot…………...……………………….…….8 

James Barker, Bob Stowell, Shirley Meeks …………..11 

Randy Derr, Kaitlyn Peterson………....……...………..12 

Linda Abernethy, John Galindo…….....…….….….…..18 

Linda Schneider…………………………....….…..…...20 

Sherry Schmidt, Darlene Hall...….....……...…....…….21 

Susan Lofing………..…………....….……...……...…..23 

Davin Peterson.…...……………………...……….........25 

Beth Bjorling….………...………..……...………...….28 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
We’ve had a beautiful autumn, with trees showing off  their pretty colors, gardens producing 
an abundance of  goodies and farmers bringing in bountiful harvests to help feed the world. 
With cooler temperatures, leaves falling and stores already filled with Christmas decorations 
it reminds us Christmas is just around the corner!! 

The day is approaching when we decorate our church for the Christmas season, and we need 
YOU to join us on Saturday, November 27, 2021, at 8:30 a.m. to “Hang the Greens”! 

Come at 8:30 or anytime during the morning to lend a helping hand! “Hanging the Greens” 
is a special time of  fellowship when we gather to prepare our church for the Advent and 
Christmas seasons!! We will have the coffee ready and some goodies to snack on to keep us 
energized! 

Any assistance you can give will be appreciated! Lots of  hands are needed to accomplish the 

task! Questions – call Elaine Pile (436-5689), Connie Meyer (575-1131) or the church office 

(635-2069). SAVE THE DATE!! See you November 27th! 

Thanks to everyone for your prayers 
and concerns while I was in Pouder 
Valley Hospital in Fort Collins, CO. 
I am home now and doing well.  It's a 
blessing to be a member of such a 
caring church. 

Janet Gardner 
 

Our annual charge conference will be 

held on Saturday, November 6th at 10 

a.m. via Zoom, here at our church.   

Pastor Craig would like to encourage 

everyone to attend. 

Charge conferences are held every year 

as a way for our District Superintendent 

to learn about what each church has 

accomplished and what goals are set for 

the next year and for members to have 

a voice in the local church.  The 

DS then relays this on to our Bishop. 

Charge Conference 
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