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Connecting People
AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and
the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They
were terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be
afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great
joy to all people. The Savior – yes, the Messiah, the Lord –
has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!”
Luke 2:9-11
Greetings to all of you in the name
of the one who come down to dwell
among us.
We find ourselves engaged in the
Advent season. Each year I feel like
I was caught off guard with Advent.
It rushes upon us and is here before
we realize it. There is much to do to
get ready for Christmas. Advent is a
season of preparations for the birth
of our Savior. It happens every year
at this time. How it continues to
catch me unaware is a mystery.
I am really looking forward to
Christmas. We need Christmas. We
need to be reminded of the depths
of God’s love for us. Living in what
surely seems like trying times can
be exhausting and it really can wear
on your faith. I am starting a series
for Advent and Christmas called
“Going Home for Christmas.”
Home is the place where we

connect with our loved ones. Home
is the place we are sense the
familiar, that bring back old
memories of cherished times gone
by. Home is the setting for laughter
and love.
Think about the times you went
home. Maybe you were a college
student, and much to your
amazement found yourself missing
your siblings and really couldn’t
wait to get back home. Maybe when
you think about going home, you
think of your years of service in the
military and recall the joy and the
love in your heart when you were
able to take leave and see the ones
you loved.
I remember going home as a young
adult. Lori and I were married and
had started our family. Even though
it was a lot of work to pack up and
go back home, it was so worth it.

Church Events
•

Dec 4th - UMW
Christmas Brunch

•

Dec 8th - Free Sack
Lunch

•

Dec 9th - Kids First
Christmas Program

•

Dec 12th - Youth
Christmas Program
& Cookie Exchange

•

Dec 15th - Senior Lunch

•

Dec 16th - Newsletter
Deadline

•

Dec 21st - Blue
Christmas Service

•

Dec 24th - Christmas
Eve Services

•

Dec 25th - Merry
Christmas
(NO Saturday night
Service)

Sharing our kids with our parents, playing games with our families, working together to prepare the meals, and
eating together around a massive table was the best. Lori’s family is one who likes to hang out together and
reminisce the good ol’ days, with lots of storytelling and laughter. My family always experienced laughter and
love when we get together too, but we are a game playing family. It was always a joy to come home. And of
course we worshiped together, attending Candlelight Christmas Eve services and collectively looking to the
birth of Jesus as the hope of the world.
I’d love to get some of your stories about going home for Christmas. Stop by and let me record a few minutes
with you and we can share some of your stories with our church family.
Our church is home for our church family and you are invited to come home for Christmas, where we connect
with each other and with Christ. In this home we draw closer to each other and to God as we sing the familiar
songs, pray together, laugh together, and serve together. May the love of Christ bind us together as we “Come
home for Christmas.”
Blessings of hope, peace, joy and love!

“Wait for It” Bible Study
Pastor Craig

SENIOR LUNCH
Senior Lunch for December will be held on
the third Wednesday, December 15. It will
begin at 12 noon and the Program will be
John Mentgen who is a high school senior
who has a charity called Singing for Supper.
He will be sharing and singing Christmas
songs for us. It should be a real treat. Be
sure to sign up by the church office.

Christmas Eve Services
Christmas Eve Services will be held at 5
and 7 PM on Saturday, December 24.
The Methodist Bells will perform at the 5
PM service and the Chancel Choir will
perform at the 7 PM service.

Lynn’s Wonders

Advent Bible Study is each Thursday
night at 7 pm beginning on
December 2. I encourage you to
attend the bible study. Some people
hesitate to attend bible study out of
fear they will be embarrassed by
how little they know about the bible.
You are the one I really want to
attend. Don’t let your lack of
understanding
stand in the
way
of
increasing your
understanding!
All
are
welcome,
no
experience
required!
Let
me know if
you’d like a
Zoom link, and
we can connect
you in this way
to the bible
study.

We made it to December. This has certainly been a really different, but busy year.
Looking back and think of all the things that I am thankful for; God, my church family
and my own family and each day of peace I appreciate all of you who help whenever
you are called. Have a wonderful holiday season and enjoy your day. Grace and
Peace.
Lynn

Stephen Ministry
During this holiday season Stephen Ministry
at FUMC is focusing on our many blessings:
1. 4 new Stephen Ministers in training: Jana
Barker, Cindy Osbone, Katharine Medina
and John Haslow!
2. Brand new updated materials to aid us in
the teaching of this new class.
3. A supportive church that truly understands
the blessing of this special 1-1 caring
ministry.
4. And oh so many more!
We have all heard the old phrase, “Count
your blessings.” Well, it’s great advice! And
it’s Biblical! And it contributes to a healthy
life! It’s so important to take a few moments
every day to thank God for His goodness,
love and faithfulness in our lives. Make a
habit of being thankful. It is all to easy to
forget how blessed we really are! Regularly
giving thanks to God is something we need to
do on purpose! As we go about our daily
routine keep a list handy to remind you of
everything you have to be grateful for. That
list will become the most special gift under
your Christmas tree!

Thank you
A heartfelt thank you for the memorial
gifts, sympathy cards, and call we received
in celebration of Gary's life. In addition to
those wonderful acts of kindness, Lynn and
her volunteers served a lovely lunch
following our burial service. We are so
appreciative of all that was done for
us. FUMC - SB will always be my church
family and I value your care and
friendship.
My family shares in the
gratitude shown to us at this difficult time.
Blessings to You and Yours,
Sandy Cook and Family

Mission Outreach
Our December Mission Outreach includes
the Seat & Feet Tree and the CAPWN Food
Pantry.
The seat & feet tree will be located outside the
church office and is to be
“decorated” with socks,
underwear,
hats
and
gloves for children of all
ages. All items collected
will be donated to local
schools or the Finders
Keepers Foster Care program.
The Community Action Program of Western
Nebraska (CAPWN) is home to a food pantry
sponsored by the local Council
of Ministries.
Each member
church is assigned one month a
year to collect food for this
pantry (FUMC does this in
February) and then all member
churches are asked to donate
during December as well.
Both of these projects are EASY to support !
Watch for sales and pick up packages of socks
or underwear or non-perishable food items and
drop them in the outreach box in Fellowship
Hall.
Thank you for your support of our monthly
projects --- Merry Christmas!

Blue Christmas
At 7 PM on Tuesday, December 21 we
will hold our annual Blue Christmas
Service. It is a service for those for whom
Christmas is not joyful; for those who are
confronted with the loss of loved ones,
feeling isolated and alone, perhaps even
feeling depressed. On this night we
remember and place our hope in Christ.

All are welcome to attend.

Kids First
New year with new beginnings came a little earlier than
2022 for Kids First. The last few months have been a
new adventure for us all. From masking up, a
fundraiser, and changing in administration, it seems like
we’ve seen more than our share in a year. We received
the Star-Herald Reader’s Choice for Best Daycare AND
Preschool for 2021! Thank you to our families, staff
and YOU here at First United Methodist Church.
Without the support from all, Kids First wouldn’t be the
best daycare and preschool in the area. We are always
looking to improve our program through activities, staff
training, or anything else that may come our way. We
try to strive in the direction God calls us.
As we come to the month of December, please join us
for our annual Christmas Program on Thursday,
December 9th at 7:00 pm. Our Pre-K & Four’s class will
perform holiday songs and poems in celebration of
Christ’s birth and some holiday fun. Refreshments to
follow.
As 2021 comes to a close, we are saying good-bye to
one of our loved and longtime employees, Laurie
Marquez, who will be retiring at the end of December.
Laurie has worked at Kids First in the Toddler room for
over 21 years! We want to celebrate her in a
SURPRISE open house in December. Be on the lookout
for information in the bulletin in the coming weeks if
you would like to join us in celebrating Laurie’s service
at Kids First and her retirement.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays
from all of us at Kids First! May you take the time this
holiday season to enjoy your families and to remember
Christ’s birth and purpose for coming to earth.

UMM Christmas Baskets
Especially in these trying times, our United Methodist
Men feel it is important to provide food baskets for
people in need. In the past we have provided food for
60 families. We hope to do likewise this year, or
perhaps even more, if the support is there. Our only
fundraisers for the food baskets has been donations and
a breakfast after worship. This year we have to be more
creative. What we have in mind is to offer cinnamon
rolls that will be packaged, and have them available on
December 12 from 10:30 to 12 noon. We will be
selling homemade cinnamon rolls in packages of 6 for
$10, or 12 for $16 (free delivery is available with on
order of a dozen if needed.) Please call your orders into
the church office by December 10 or there is a sign up
sheet outside the church office to place your order.
Thank you!
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UMW Christmas Brunch
The United Methodist Women would like to
invite the ladies of our church tour annual
Christmas Brunch on Saturday, December 4th,
at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Please join us
in fellowship as we celebrate the season of the
birth of Jesus.
To help us in our planning for the day, please
call Janet Gardner at 632-3169 to let us know if
you can join us. If you do not reach Janet,
please leave a message.
We hope to see you at the Christmas Brunch.

December 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club

5

6

Communion

9:00 UMW
Board, WH
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

12

13

7

8

9:00 Grandma’s 11:30 Free Sack
in Prayer, L
Lunches
6:00 WWIP, L
5:30 Supper
6:00 Stephen
6:00 Kidz Club
Ministry, WH

14

15

9:30 Worship - 6:30 Monday
9:00 Grandma’s 12:00 Senior
Youth Christmas
Night Bible
in Prayer, L
Lunch
Program
Study, L
6:00 WWIP, L
5:30 Supper
10:30 Cookie
6:00 Kidz Club
Exchange
10:30 Bible
Study
11:00 Trustee
UMM

6:30 UMM, FH
7:00 Advent
Bible Study

9

Communion

10

6:30 UMM, FH
7:00 Kids First
Christmas
Program
7:00 Advent
Bible Study

16

9:30 UMW
Christmas
Brunch
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

11

5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

17

18
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

Newsletter
Deadline
6:30 UMM, FH
UMM Christmas
Basket Delivery
7:00 Advent
Bible Study

Cinnamon Roll
Sale

19
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
NO Finance Mtg

26
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
NO Ad Council
mtg

20
1:30 UMW
Caring Circle, P
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

27
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L
6:30 AKTION
Club, FH

21
5:00 SPPRC, W
7:00 Blue
Christmas
Service

28

22
NO Kidz Club

29
NO Kidz Club

23
6:30 UMM, FH
7:00 Advent
Bible Study

24

25

Office & Kids NO Sat. Night
Worship
First Closed
5:00 Christmas
Eve Service
7:00 Christmas
Eve Service

30

31

6:30 UMM, FH
9:00 Newsletter
Folding, L

Office & Kids
First Closed

Excel in the Grace of Giving
As people of faith we often don’t like to talk
about financial giving. We tend to shy away
from it based on anecdotes that “churches are
all about the money.” Yet, we also
understand that Jesus regularly talked about
money and how its use reflected important
principles about our faith. And we
understand from a practical standpoint that
even churches have bills to pay, so giving is
a critical part of a church family continuing
to do the work of God in a community.
Because it furthers the work of the kingdom,
such giving is money well spent. Our church
is blessed with faithful givers who support
our ministries.
As a general principle, we understand that
giving is a good thing. Being good stewards
of our finances, including giving generously,
is part of who we are as followers of Christ.
Christ modeled this by giving up the
trappings of deity and coming to live among
us, serving us. Then he went beyond that and
gave his life for us … sacrificial giving for
our benefit. Sacrificial giving, by definition,
isn’t easy. Yet, it’s the example Christ set.
As we see needs around us, including the
needs of our local body, let’s consider Paul’s
words encouraging us to “excel in this grace
of giving.” Paul indicated in 2 Corinthians
8:13 that we needn’t give to the point we are
“hard pressed,” meaning being unable to
meet our own needs. We encourage giving
from our first fruits and trusting in God to
provide for our needs. When someone makes
a pledge and finds that circumstances change
to where they are “hard pressed” to meet
their commitment, we will understand and
cover you with God’s grace.
So, we encourage you with Paul’s words,
“… excel in this grace of giving,” and in
doing so it will lead to greater feelings of
fulfillment, meaning and accomplishment.
Linda Redfern, Chair UMC Finance
Committee

2022 Giving Commitment Card
Please print information clearly.
__________________________________________________
NAME
__________________________________________________
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE
ZIP
__________________________________________________
EMAIL

MAIN PHONE

Yes! I/we will pray for the mission and ministry of
FUMC Scottsbluff in 2022.

Yes! I/we commit to financially support the mission
and ministry of FUMC in 2022.
$_______weekly for 52 weeks, or
$_______semi-monthly for 24 periods, or
$_______monthly for 12 months, or
$_______as follows:______________

Giving Options
Cash or Check
New or Change to Existing Electronic Funds
Transfer (EFT)
Please indicate the frequency of electronic funds transfer.
New EFT withdrawals begin January 2022. Withdrawals
are on the indicated day unless it is a non-banking
business day in which the withdrawal will be on the next
banking day.
__ Semi-Monthly - 1st and 15th of each month.
__ Monthly - 1st each month.
__ Monthly - 15th of each month.
For new EFT or changes in bank account, provide a
voided check.

Previously authorized EFT’s will continue in 2022
without change.
FUMC Online Giving - I/We will set up an account at
www.firstumcsb.com.
Appreciated Stock
I/We would like information on how to provide for
FUMC Scottsbluff in my/our will.
_________________________________________________
SIGNED
DATE

_________________________________________________
PRINT NAME

Please mail or drop off to the Church..

POINSETTIAS!!!!
Order Form
Yes! I (We) would like to order a
poinsettia for the holiday season!
How many? ____________
Cost is $15.00 per plant, made payable to
the church.
From:
_________________________________
_________________________________
Phone:
_________________________________
Given in Honor of:
_________________________________
_________________________________
OR

Given in Memory of:
_________________________________
_________________________________
Please return this order form with payment by Dec.
19, 2021.

CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM & COOKIE
EXCHANGE
We are going to be performing a Youth
Christmas program during services on
Dec. 12th at 9:30. There will also be a
cookie exchange between services, so
please bring a dozen and take a dozen.
Please feel free to just come enjoy
cookies if you don’t want to bring any--there will be plenty.
Come enjoy the season with the
children of our church and get into the
real Christmas spirit!

YOUTH DATES FOR
DECEMBER 2021
Sunday, Dec. 12, Christmas Program
during worship

No Wednesday Activities on Dec. 22
& Dec. 29. We will resume regular
Wednesday night activities on Jan. 5.
FOR QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT
MISSI AT 308-225-2527 OR
MIASILLO@AOL.COM

Administrative Corner
•

Check out our website www.firstumcsb.com and Facebook page.

•

The newsletter deadline for the January issue is December 16. Newsletter
folding will be December 30.

•

The Offices and Kids First will be closed December 24 and December 31.
Merry Christmas!

•

POINSETTIA forms are available to fill out for the Advent season.

They
are $15 this year. There is on order form in the newsletter, or a form can be
emailed to you, please email Raylene at rgies@firstumcsb.com. Or you can
find them on Facebook or on our website.
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