* Benediction

* Benediction Response Christmas Blessing
Susan Burt and Lanny Allen, 2005

Chancel Choir
Postlude Good King Wenceslas (Tune: Tempus Adest
Floridum, 1582) James Pethel, 1976

* Please stand if you desire

Blue Christmas service is 7 pm on Tuesday Dec. 21. It
will not be offered on livestream. This service is especially
for those hurting during the holidays. Some come because THE SEASON OF ADVENT
they are mourning the death of a loved one. Some are far
from home. Some suffer from illness, addiction, or
estrangement. Some are lonely, struggling financially, or in
conflict with another. Some hurt because of the great pain,
need, and violence in our nation and world.

The reasons for coming are many. We gather in the midst /2YS 12Y8 F2NJ/ KNRAGYF a
of suffering to remember God is good. God is strong. God

is near. We are not alone and we have every reason to hold .
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services will be held at 5 and 7 pm. Come celebrate the o z )
birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Rejoice in the One born in < o December 19, 2 0 ¢
a stable, who came for all people bringing hope, peace, joy, ° N Fourth Sunday of
and love. Oy g™
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Centering Thoughts (Luke 1)
The very air we breathe is filled with joyous expectation.
The one who has done great things for us is with us now.
Glory to God in the highest!

Prelude

O Christmas Tree

How Great Our Joy (Tune: Jungst)
Rise Up. Shepherd, and Follow

Lighting the Advent Candle

Stan Haemmelmann
Sandra Eithun, 2012
Mary McDonald, 2009
Mark Hayes. 2007

Response Advent Song (Verse 4) TFWS #2090
Greeting
Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing UMH #240

Passing the Peace of Christ
To be followers of Christ is to share the peace he brought
into the world. Let us share signs of this love and peace
with one another as beloved children of God. .

Welcome & Announcements
Welcome! We are glad you chose to worship with us today.
Send us a text (308.672-3241 — Craig) for prayer concerns.

* Introit Ideo Gloria in Excelsis Deo/On This Day Earth Shall Ring
Gustav Holst, 1925
Chancel Choir
* Call to Worship
Come, joy, lighten our spirits.
Come, hope, lift us from despair.
Come, peace, ease our frantic worry.
Come, love, shine in all we do.
Come, Jesus, be born in us.
Come, Lord, set us free.
Come, God,
Rule in our hearts and teach us to sing with joy!

* Opening Prayer
God of joyous expectation, come to us this day. May the
miracles in our lives fill us with wonder. May an
encounter with your goodness and grace cause our
hearts to leap within us. Receive us into the arms of
your mercy, that we may feel you near us and rest
secure in your many blessings. Amen.

Children& Message

Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem UMH #230

Special Music African Sanctus Benjamin Harlan, 2003

Chancel Choir
Don Osbourn, bass guitar
Daniel Bennett and Kyle Kuxhausen, percussion

Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:30-55 Sherry Cook

Gloria Patri UMH #70

Special Music Brazilian Christmas Carol Benjamin Harlan, 2001
Chancel Choir

fiThe Blessing of Home0O Pastor Craig Collins

* Scripture Reading

* Response

Message

Offertory Invitation
Those who keep God® covenant and decrees walk in the paths of
steadfast love and faithfulness. It is right to share our blessing in
a world where just ice for many is but a dream, and mercy is but a
hope seen from afar. With thankful hearts, let us joyfully share
our gifts in gratitude to our God.
Ways to give include; mailing or dropping off to the church, online giving by

clicking here, through the GivePlus mobile App, or text the amount you want to
give to 844-928-0313 and follow the prompts.

Offertory I Wonder asI Wander John Jacob Niles, 1934,
Arr. F. Bock, 1961
Doxology UMH # 95

* Offertory Prayer
Glorious God, source of every good gift, bless our tithes
and offerings this day. May they lift up the lowly, fill the
hungry with good things, and bring strength and mercy
to those in need. In your holy name, we pray. Amen.

Joys and Concerns Prayers of the People
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

Silent Prayer Pastoral Prayer The Lord® Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.

* Closing Song Love Came Down at Christmas UMH #242
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