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Connecting People
AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

LIVING A LIFE FILLED WITH
THANKFULNESS
Greetings to you in the name
of
the
One
born
in
Bethlehem, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and our SAVIOR! I pray
you are all looking forward to
2022 with the hope and the
promise of Emmanuel, God
with us.
How shall we begin this year?
Where will we place our
thoughts? What are our goals
for this coming year? As I
think about new year’s
resolutions, I am reminded of
how often they fade out of
sight by the end of January.
Each time we make a
resolution, I believe we make
it with the hopes that
following through with it will
make life better in some way.
We begin with the very best
of intentions. But we are
creatures of habit, and it is so
difficult to change our ways,

isn’t it? So, why do we make
resolutions? Why set goals if
they are going to become too
lofty to succeed? For one, the
time is right. Beginning a new
calendar year is a perfect
time to set our sights on
making
life
better
for
ourselves, our families and
our communities. And another
reason to make a resolution is
because we so desperately
want to experience a better
life for ourselves and others.
Some years my resolutions
fall flat, and other years I
simply don’t even make any.
But this year I want to make
goals for myself that will
contribute to a better life for
me and others. As I was
reading Scripture, I came
across a chapter in Colossians
subtitled “Living the New
Life,” that is wonderful to help

Church Events
•

Jan 1st - New Year’s Day
(No Sat. Night Service)

•

Jan 5th - Youth Activities
Start Back

•

Jan 5th - Free Wed.
Lunch

•

Jan 16th - Newsletter
Deadline

•

Jan 19th - Free Wed.
Lunch

•

Jan 19th - Senior Lunch

me formulate my new year’s resolution. Colossians 3 starts out, “Since you have been raised to new
life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at
God’s right hand. Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth” (Col. 3:1-2). Okay,
that’s a good idea, but what are the realities of heaven? What does it mean to think of things of
heaven and not the things of earth?
My resolution, that you are welcome to join me in if you’d like, starts at verse 12, which helps me
understand what it means to set my sights on the realities of heaven: “Since God chose you to be
the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience. Make allowances for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends
you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourself with
love, which binds all things together in perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ
rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be
thankful. … And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
through him to God the Father” (Col. 3:12-15, 17).
In a nut-shell, my resolution for the year is to strive to represent the Lord Jesus in all I do or say. I
ask for you to help hold me to it. You have my permission to call me out if I fail to demonstrate
mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, or patience. Let me know if my actions are not loving to my
neighbor. The idea of holding each other accountable is absolutely something we do for one another,
as brothers and sisters in Christ. What is your resolution for the new year? And how can I help hold
you to it?
As we turn the corner on this year and head into
2022, may we all find it in our hearts to represent
Christ Jesus in all we say and do. If we can do
that, the world will be a better place, and we will
be better for it.
Blessings, Peace, and Love,

Youth Schedule
Youth Group and Wednesday night
supper will begin again on January
5th. Supper is from 5:00-6:00 and
then Youth group for all ages is 6-7
pm. We will have a schedule then
for the coming months from now
until summer.
See everyone on Jan. 5!!

Year end giving statements
will be available for pick up
on Sundays starting the
16th.
If you have not
picked it up, it will be
mailed to your home
address by January 25th.
Can’t wait for the mail?
Call Raylene and she can
quickly
print
your
statement or email it to
you.

January Mission Outreach
The mission outreach project for January is Health

Kits for the Mexico Mission Trip. Please

collect the following items and pack them in a gallon ziplock bag: Hand towel – Washcloth -Wrapped
bar of soap—Toothbrush – Toothpaste –Comb- Shampoo.
These kits are given to the families who move into the casitas built by our mission group and any extras
are left to be distributed to needy families. Since the group usually leaves the last weekend in January,

please place your donations in the outreach bin by January 23.

For those of you who aren’t aware of this mission – here is a bit of its history:

Vaya Con Dios! When January appears on the calendar, some FUMC members get ready to pack

up, drive over 1200 miles, sleep in a bedroll, cook their own meals and do manual labor for 8 hours a
day. The Mexico Mission trip results in housing for needy families in Mexico and has been an outreach
of our church since the early 1990’s.
The first trips were made with a group from Bladen/Blue Hill NE under the auspices of the Volunteers in
Mission of the Oklahoma Conference and when they began to focus on other things our church took on
its own mission to continue building houses.
Tom Holyoke coordinates the groups from Scottsbluff and has made numerous mission trips. The team
travels in their own vehicles and the church van to drive from Scottsbluff to the southeastern tip of
Texas. The Methodist Church in Mercedes, TX, serves as the base camp for the local group. Mission
members pay their own way and ‘camp out’ at the church – using its facilities for lodging and fixing
meals. After arriving and settling in, the group crosses the border each morning. Funds for the materials
for the houses are raised through fundraisers and donations and sent to the building coordinator in Texas.
The needed supplies are purchased in Mexico and are at the sites when the teams arrive. It is the
responsibility of the families to prepare the concrete slab foundation.
The casitas (little houses) are a 12’ x 24’ frame building with 3 windows and 2 doors – (some years the
construction was done with concrete blocks and mortar mixed on the ground). Through the years, casitas
have been built within the town of Nuevo Progreso, Mexico and the surrounding region – one section of
which was dubbed Colonia Nebraska after 11 houses were built at one time by a Nebraska group.
The number of casitas built depends on the size of the crew and the amount of money available –
generally three casitas are completed in four days. The mission group visits each family and presents
them with gifts and a word of blessing. How humbling it is to see how grateful these families are for a
simple frame dwelling – without electricity or indoor plumbing – and for gifts like wash tubs and scrub
boards, kerosene lamps, brooms, beans, and some clothing and toys.
Many of the local people who have participated in this project
have gone not just once, but several times. What is it that draws
people to a mission of this nature? Most participants agree it’s an
opportunity to get away – and totally focus on something you
don’t normally do. People from all walks of life have learned to
build houses and love others– they have given from their plenty
and been humbled by the lives they touched – and discovered that
it really is “more blessed to give”.
Harriett Aden

Senior Lunch
Senior Lunch for January will be held
on the third Wednesday, January 19.
It will begin at 12 noon. Be sure to
sign up by the church office. Program
is to be determined. If you have ideas
for a speaker, please let Missi know.

Lynn’s Wonderings
Well here it is! We are headed into 2022! I wish
you all a VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR. Let’s all be
safe, stay well, and be happy.
Let’s think about what we would like to do in 2022
for fun, for events, socially, for funds, for children.
We have a whole year to plan dates. I would like to
get our Outreach Committee going again. Who
would like to join us??? Let me know? This is a
very important committee. We decide a lot of the
dates of up coming events. We need you!!
Also, I have NEW RADA items in for purchase, if
you are interested.
See you around!
Lynn
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Administration Corner
•

The newsletter deadline for the February issue is
January 16.

•

Need to schedule a meeting or event? Please
come see me in the church office to get it on the
calendar. Or, visit us online at
www.firstumcsb.com and send me an email.

•

•

Office hours are Monday through Thursday
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

If you have had a change of address, please
email Raylene (rgies@firstumcsb.com) or call the
office

December Financial
Giving
December week 1: $15,908
December week 2: $7,912
December week 3: $14,383
December week 4: $13,554
YTD: Giving 2021 $357,573 vs.
Giving 2020 $395,147
We paid 100% of our mission shares,
which was $36,822.
Helping Hands Recap for 2021:
$20,226 was spent to help 240 people
in our community with gas, food, bills

January 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Communion
NO Sat. Night
Worship

2

3

Communion

9:00 UMW
Board, WH

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

9

10

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Trustee

16
Newsletter
Deadline

4

11

18

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Ad
Council

30
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

24
6:30 AKTION
Club, FH

31

12
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club

19
11:30 Free Sack
Lunches
12:00 Senior
Lunch
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club

1:30 UMW
Caring Circle, P

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Finance

23

6

7

11:30 Free Sack 6:30 UMM, FH
Lunches
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club

11:30 Kids First
Board, L

17

5

25
5:00 SPPRC, W

26
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club

13

5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

14

6:30 UMM, FH

20

6:30 UMM, FH
9:00 Newsletter
Folding, L

15
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

21

6:30 UMM, FH

27

8

22
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

28

29
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship
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