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Connecting People
AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant or rude.
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices
in the truth. [Love] bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things,
endures all things. Love never ends.
1 Corinthians 13: 4-8a

Greetings to all of you in the name
of Jesus Christ, the author of love. I
invite you to re-read the above
verses. What memories does it
bring to mind? For me, I think
about beautiful weddings, with
beautiful people, making life-long
commitments to love each other in
this way. When meeting with those
about to be married, I challenge
them to put their name in the place
of “love.” Try it for yourself. When
you re-read it, does it define how
you live your life?
I wonder if the above calls to let
every action and every thought be
motivated by love, has lost is punch
because of its familiarity? Does it
cause us to glaze over, to pass it by
quickly as something you’ve heard
a thousand times? How different
the world would be if we learned to
apply this lesson not just in marital

relationships, but in every
relationship. Would the church
have a greater impact on our culture
if instead of pointing fingers of
condemnation and judgment we
reacted with love? What if we
treated our brothers and sisters in
the faith as brothers and sisters
instead of heretics in need of
condemnation when their position
differs from our own? And even if
those positions need correction,
what if we were to approach them
in love rather than angry namecalling or shunning?
And if we were able to do this, even
a little, then would it be possible
that those not yet in the faith, not
yet on the path to discipleship,
might believe us when we proclaim
a God of love and not hate? Would
it be possible that they would
believe us because they could see it
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•
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in our own lives and our dealings with one another and with the world? Wouldn’t this approach be the more
excellent way?

Earlier in 1 Corinthians, Paul says, “If I speak without love, I am nothing.” If I approach the “enemy” on the
other side of the aisle without love, then I am nothing. If I look at the one who is different from me, different
race, different orientation, different ethnicity, with anything other than love, then I am just flapping my jaws. If
I stand in reluctant and silent acceptance, while grinding my teeth at what I am losing in so doing, then I am
spinning my wheels and not getting anywhere.
Must we simply accept everything going on in our messed-up world with a smile and nod? Of course not. Paul
argues that it would better to lead with love rather than condemnation. And that transformation happens in a
loving relationship much more effectively than from a position of judgment and rejection.
As we celebrate the month of love, I encourage us all to let love be our motivator. Let love be enmeshed in our
response, whether we agree or disagree. “Faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is
love”
(1 Cor. 13:13).
Blessings and Love,

Thank you
Lynn’s Wonderings
Brrrrr! It’s cold. We have been spoiled, and now
we have been reminded it is winter 2022. Oh
well, we need the moisture.
We had our first Outreach meeting Thursday,
January 20, with six new members! We still want
more to help decide on new plans and events.
We continue to hand out 80 sack lunches every
other Wednesday. This last time we made chili,
cheese, crackers, pudding, and a banana.
We stand on the corner by the garden and in 15
minutes, the 80 lunches are gone. This is such a
worthwhile mission! I thank everyone who
contributes to this much needed mission, Thank
You!
On Sunday, Feb. 13 we will celebrate Valentine’s
Day with chocolate goodies. You will see a nice
assortment of anything chocolate. This is the
same day as Souper Bowl of Caring, so have
some soup and then come chocolate dessert.
Tuesday, March 1st is Fat Tuesday. We will be
making pancakes and sausage 5 to 7 pm that
evening, with games starting at 6pm. This will be
a free will offering meal, with fun to follow.
Bring your own fun games to play and your
friends too.
Saturday, March 12th and Sunday, March 13th will
be our annual potato bake. If you wear green
and pick a potato with a green ribbon on it you
will win a prize!!!
A big thank you to whomever gave me a beautiful
card and gift card!!!
Lynn

There’s an old saying, “many hands make quick
work”, and that was certainly evident when we
asked for assistance to bring down the Christmas
decoration boxes from the tower storage after
the church service in late November.

In record time, about 25 plus people lined the
balcony and stairway, and some 35 totes and
boxes were moved in record time down to the
Narthex! Thank you all for helping – we’ve hit
upon a good idea, so be ready, as next
November, we will enlist your help again to
form the “Christmas box brigade”!
Thank you everyone who came out and helped
put up the Christmas decorations and decorate
trees and to those who assisted in taking down
the decorations and storing the totes and boxes.
We had great crews and a lot of fun working on
this project. It takes a lot of hands to accomplish
the task, and we appreciate each and every one
of you.
Last, but certainly not least, a HUGE thank you
to Carmie Howe for making delicious caramel
rolls for us to enjoy when we took down the
decorations. They were wonderful!!!
Wishing you all a blessed year ahead, and we
look forward to your help again in November!!
Elaine Pile and Connie Meyer

UMM Valentine’s Dinner
Linda Martin, Betty Peterson, Jacob Larson,
Alyssa Trumbull……………………...….………...1
Marie DeHaai…....……………………….………..2
Cecil Trenkle…………………......………….…….4
Levi Metcalf……………….…………...……….…..5
Brenda Straub, Carol Lockwood………….……7
Gary
Bacon,
Sandra
Cook,
Diane
Schaneman……………………………………..….8
Charles Stauffer……..….……………………....10
Steve Schnell…………….…………….…………11
Connie Spencer, Melinda Schleve, Matthew
Applegate………………………….……………...12
Robert Pile…………….……………..….………..14
Kathy O’Neal……….……...……….....………….16
Sarah Connot…………….………….………..….17
Luray Neuwirth, Craig Erdman…….…………...18
Marge Stauffer…………..………….…………...19
Sara Krichau, Alisa Simmons………...………...20
James Harrison…………………...……..……..21
Allen Meyer, Sheryl Johns, Victoria Bentley....22
Violet DeLunger, Roger Russell……………....23
Pat Baum, Sophie Howard………………....…24
Christie Jay, Dawson Iasillo, Anika Loseke….25
Rebecca Cheek, Maggie Hall……………...…..26
Elizabeth Miller………….………………...……..27

Senior Lunch
Senior Lunch for February will be held
on the third Wednesday, Feb. 16. It will
begin at 12 noon. Be sure to sign up by
the church office. The program this
month will be Valentine themed.
Please bring in your wedding picture to
the church office. Raylene will scan it in
and give it back to you. We would like
wedding pictures of everyone, even if
you are widowed.

The Scottsbluff United Methodist Men
are again sponsoring the Valentines Day
dinner.
It will be held on Sunday,
February 20th, at the Gering Civic Center.
Dinner will start at 6p.m. and there will
be entertainment, as well. Tickets are
$20.00 each and can be purchased at
the church office, or you can contact any
member of the Men’s group. You have a
choice of 2 kinds of meat this year. So,
when you purchase tickets, please let
them know if you would like chicken or
beef.
This year the UMM are asking for
wedding pictures from everyone. even if
you are not attending, still married or
widowed. Please bring in your wedding
picture in to the church office and have
Raylene scan it for our slideshow
presentation. You may also email the
pictures to rgies@firstumcsb.com, but
please include your name and date of
your wedding in the email. Pictures
need to be in by Feb. 14.

Admin. Corner






The Connections deadline for the
March issue is February 16th.
The GivePlus mobile app will switch
to Vanco Mobile as of Jan. 31.
Would you like to have the
newsletter emailed to you,
instead of having it mailed? Please
email Raylene at
rgies@firstumcsb.com, and let her
know.
If you have a change in your
address or phone number, please
let the office know or list it on the
attendance pad so we can update
our records.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
Sunday, Feb. 13
will be Souper
Bowl of Caring
Sunday. The 3rd12th graders will be helping out
after church. We will be serving
actual soup after service so, I will
need ALL of their help serving
and cleaning up.
BONUS: The kids (and you too)
can wear your favorite team
shirts/jerseys to church! (Any
sport team is fine!)
February is also our drive for
Catpacks so please donate at much
as you can!
Missi Iasillo----308-225-2527/
miasillo@aol.com

YOUTH DATES TO
REMEMBER FOR SPRING
Sunday, Feb. 13 – Souper Bowl of
Caring soup luncheon fundraiser
Wed., March 2 – Ash Wednesday
(pretzels!) Service to follow youth
group
Sunday, March 13 – Family Bowling
Party---everyone is invited
Sunday, April 3 – Annual Talent
Show
Sunday, April 17 – EASTER
Sunday, May 1 – Youth Recognition
Sunday for all kids during Worship
Service
Wed., May 11 – Last day of Youth
Group for the year
As dates get closer, I will send out details
for each event, but wanted to give you a
little reminder of what is to come this
Spring!

February =
Mission Possible
Our local FOOD PANTRY provides groceries to
families within our community in need of help.
Cooperative Ministries assigns its member churches a
specific month to stock the pantry at CAPWN
(Community Action Partnership of Western Nebraska) so that there is always
food available when needed. February is FUMC’s designated month.
This is an easy project to participate in -- just grab an extra can or two of
vegetables or other non-perishable items whenever you shop for groceries and
then drop it off when you come to church.
Thank you!

February 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

10:00 Rose
Bible, WH
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Stephen
Ministry, WH

6
Communion
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

7

8

11:30 Free Sack 6:30 UMM, FH
Lunches
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club

Communion
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship
Mexico Mission team leaves

9

9:00 UMW
9:00 Grandma’s 5:30 Supper
Board, WH
in Prayer, L 6:00 Kidz Club
6:30 Monday
10:00 Rose
Night Bible
Bible, WH
Study, L
11:30 Kids First
Board, L9
6:00 WWIP, L

10

11

6:30 UMM, FH

12
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

Mexico Mission

13

14

15

16

17

18

Newsletter
9:30 Worship
6:30 Monday
9:00 Grandma’s
6:30 UMM, FH
Deadline
10:30 Bible
Night Bible
in Prayer, L 11:30 Free Sack
Study, P
Study, L
Lunches
10:00 Rose
10:30 Souper
Bible, WH 12:00 Senior
Bowl of Caring
Lunch
6:00 WWIP, L
11:00 Trustee
5:30
Supper
6:00 Stephen
6:00
Kidz Club
Ministry, WH

20
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Finance
6:00 UMM
Valentine’s
Dinner

27
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Ad
Council

21

22

23

1:30 UMW
9:00 Grandma’s 5:30 Supper
Caring Circle, P
in Prayer, L 6:00 Kidz Club
6:30 Monday
10:00 Rose
Night Bible
Bible, WH
Study, L
5:00 SPPRC, W
6:00 WWIP, L

28
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

24
6:30 UMM, FH
9:00 Newsletter
Folding, L

19
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

25

26
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship
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