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Connecting People
AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Then from the cloud came a voice that said,
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”
Luke 9: 35
Greetings to all of you, in the name
of the Jesus!
Listening to Jesus can be so
difficult, right? Think about all the
competing voices that try and
occupy our hearts and minds.
Demands at the work place,
obligations with our families,
distractions from sports, school
functions, television in general
including the news, all compete for
our time and attention. And these
are not necessarily bad things. Often
times they require our attention.
Things like family obligations are
unavoidable, especially if we want
to be ‘good parents.’
Jesus took Peter, James, and John up
on the mountain to pray. While they
were praying the appearance of
Jesus’s face suddenly changed, and
his clothes became dazzling white.
Just as suddenly Elijah and Moses

were seen standing there with Jesus.
The chosen three were exhausted at
the time, and barely able to keep
their eyes open, but because they
persevered through the exhaustion
they were able to experience the
transfiguration of our Lord. In all
their fear, they saw a cloud come
over the mountain and heard the
voice of God say, the line quoted
above, “This is my Son, my Chosen;
listen to him!”
To think that Peter, James and John
nearly missed this experience
because they were too exhausted is
alarming. I imagine most of us
could say that we can relate to being
exhausted. Many things take place
in our lives that lead us to feeling
tired, and unable to stay focused on
the most important things. Thank
goodness, these three were awake
enough to hear that call to listen to

Church Events
•

March 1st – Shrove Tue.
Festivities @ 5p.m.

•

March 2nd – Ash Wed.
Service @ 7p.m.

•

March 3rd – Lenten Bible
Study begins

•

March 12th – Prayer
Class @ 8a.m.

•

March 13th – Daylight
Savings

•

March 13th – Potato
Bake after Service

•

March 16th – Senior
Lunch @ noon

•

March 17th – St.
Patrick’s Day

•

March 27th – Bounce for
Hunger @ Planet
Bounce @ 1p.m.

Jesus Christ.
You might be asking yourself how exactly does one “listen to him?” I believe the Holy Spirit is always trying
to guide us, always seeking to move us to the point where we can hear the voice of Jesus better. Worship is
one of those places where, if we stay focused, if we tune in to the Spirit of God, we can hear the voice of
Jesus calling us to live our lives for his glory. In our singing, in our praying, in the quiet listening of God’s
Word, I believe we gain a bit more insight into God’s will for our lives.
Another great way to listen to Jesus is to gather together outside of worship to study God’s Word. We have
several groups that meet for this reason. These experiences are at times exhilarating. Yes, exhilarating! They
provide break-through aha moments when we experience Christ and hear his voice.
Every person in our church needs to spend time with a small group of people studying God’s word. It’s
vitally important, and yet, we tell ourselves there are more important things. Other activities take priority. I
can’t encourage you enough to find time to study God’s word in fellowship with other believers. It’s with
other believers that new insights develop. I’d like to provide a time to grow together, to hear the voice of
Jesus Christ. Your obligation would only be for six weeks for this study. We will meet on Thursdays at 6:30
pm beginning March 3 in Wesley Hall. We’ll use a book to guide our study of God’s Word. It is Magrey
deVega’s book entitled, Savior: What the Bible Says About the Cross. If you are out of town, you can join us
by Zoom. Let us know at the church office, or send me an email at ccollins@firstumcsb.com to let me know
and we’ll get the link out to you for our meeting.
Ash Wednesday is March 2. We will have a service that night at 7 pm to kick off the Lenten season. What a
great opportunity to give God these six weeks to grow in our faith and listen to Jesus. I pray you will be able
to join us in this experience.
May the Spirit of God continue to nudge you ever close in your walk with Christ.

UMW Coffee Cake Bake Sale
United Methodist Women will be taking orders
for cherry, blueberry or cinnamon coffee cake at
church on March 20, March 27 and April 3. The
cost is $10.
The coffee cakes may be picked up at the
church on Saturday, April 9 after 2 p.m. or Palm
Sunday, April 10 at church. We can deliver if
you cannot pick them up.

Also, if you would like to order by phone - call
Tessie Colby at 632-4980 or Janet Gardner at
632-3169. Please place orders by April 3.
The money goes to mission that support women
and children here at home and around the
world.
Thank you for your support.

Fix-It Fellowship
We would like to create a team of people
available to help those who need an extra hand
around the house. If you’d like to serve on that
team, let us know at the church office.

The COOL Committee

shares God’s love with our church family in
various ways. If you know someone who
needs an extra portion of God’s love,
whether it be through prayer, a prayer
shawl, love basket, card, or visit, please let
us know at the church office. If you are
hospitalized or know someone who is,
please let us know at the church office,
635-2069.

Prayer 101
Learn the “BBB,” the Bare Bone Basics, on
why, how and to whom we pray.
Special trainer for this event is Pastor Corey
C. Jenkins, graduate of Asbury Seminary
(2002), and currently serving the Sidney First
United Methodist Church.
This Training session is offered free of
charge to anyone and everyone who would
like to learn the basics about prayer. The
training will be held at Scottsbluff First UMC
on Saturday, March 12 from 8a.m. - 12 noon.
Enrollment is limited to the first 15 people.
Sign up sheet is outside the church office.

Lynn’s Wonderings
The Outreach Committee is full of energy and eager
to start projects. I found this little saying, “never
doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed
citizens can change the world, indeed it’s the only
thing that ever has. The world is a great mirror. It
reflects back to you what you are. If you are loving
if you are friendly, if you are helpful, the World will
prove loving and friendly and helpful to you. The
world is what you are.” We are so fortunate to have
loving and caring
members on the team. Our
Outreach meetings are scheduled for the 3rd
Thursday of each month @ 11:oo. Everyone is
always welcome to attend.

March 1st is a Tuesday (Fat Tuesday), beginning at
5 pm we will have Shrove Tuesday. We will be
serving delicious homemade pancakes with sausage
and different toppings for your pancakes. This will
be a free will offering with the monies going
towards our sack lunch programs on Wednesdays.
This mission is still very successful. We usually
hand out 80 sack lunches in about 15 minutes. We
sometimes see the same people, or different. They
are hungry people, some with children. We serve
soup or a sandwich, chips, a fruit, and a pudding or
jello. We are very much appreciated and always
told “BLESS YOU”.
March 12th and 13th will be our St Patrick’s
celebration with baked potatoes Saturday and
Sunday after service. Of course we have a contest!
To enter the contest, wear green and find the bake
potato with a green ribbon in it (there will be five
winners). There will be a list of toppings to sign up
and bring.
BOUNCE FOR HUNGER will be March 27th at Planet
Bounce in the Mall. This is like past years, bring a
can of food or any non-perishable item to get in
FREE. We will need some volunteers this day to
help collect food at two entrances and also 4 or 5
people to watch the kid, so they bounce carefully,
with shoes off. There will be shifts 12:30 p.m. to
help get set up, then watch the kids til 2:30p.m.,
then 2:30p.m. to 4:00p.m. to watch kids and help
clean up.

Admin. Corner


The newsletter deadline for the April
issue is March 16th.



Easter Lily forms are available in the
church office starting March 28th. Last day
to purchase Easter Lilies is April 11th.



If you have a change in your address,
phone number or email, please let the
office know or list it on the attendance pad
so we can update our records.

Stephen Ministry
Our FUMC Stephen Ministry is growing by
“Leaps and Bounds”
A huge shout out and congratulations to Julie
Schaff for completing the Stephen Ministry
Leader’s Training through Stephen Ministries St.
Louis. Julie dedicated herself to completing 50
hours of Leadership Training and will be joining
the current Stephen Ministry Leadership Team of
Carolee Marker, Barb Ropp, Marg Dredla and
Megan Massey with Myrt Bacon serving in a
consulting role. This special milestone was
marked with Julie’s Commissioning Ceremony
during our church service on Feb. 13. She is a
fabulous addition to the Stephen Ministry
Leadership Team.
Now for another very important event, mark
March 13th on your calendar as we will also have
4 new Stephen Ministers commissioned during
that church service. Jana Barker, John Haslow,
Katharine Medina, and Cindy Osborne will have
completed 50 hours of Stephen Ministry training
and are anxious to be paired with a Care Receiver.
They will join our current Stephen Ministers: Bob
and Marilyn Betancur, Christy Jay, Krissa
Randall, Sonia Schumacher, and Ted Westervelt.
Stephen Ministers are well-trained to provide one
-to-one lay Christian care to hurting people.
Stephen Ministry is a life-transforming
experience, an opportunity to serve God, help
others, and grow in faith. If you want to learn
more about this very important Ministry, please
contact anyone mentioned above. We’d love to to
tell you more!

YOUTH DATES TO
REMEMBER FOR SPRING
Wed., March 2 – Ash Wednesday
(pretzels!) Service to follow youth group
Sunday, March 13 – Family Bowling
Party---everyone is invited @ 2p.m. @
Classic Lanes
Sunday, April 3 – Annual Talent Show
Sunday, April 17 – EASTER

March Mission Outreach
The March Mission Outreach
project is Cirrus House, Inc.
which focuses on providing
quality of life and independence
for people living with mental
illness in the Nebraska Panhandle
by providing opportunities for
advocacy, housing, employment, education and a
peer supported community where members can find
belonging and purpose.
The facility is located on First Avenue and serves as
a clubhouse working with people on a voluntary
basis to cope with the effects of mental illness on
their lives.
Cirrus House maintains a “Necessity Pantry” and
items needed now include:
1. Small jugs of laundry soap

2. Shampoo
3. Toothbrushes and toothpaste
Donations may be placed in the Outreach bin in
Fellowship Hall.
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YOU are INVITED!
PUT March 13 on your Calendar
FUMC will be commissioning 4 new Stephen Ministers on March 13. They have already completed 50 hours of
training to equip them for their task. Now we celebrate them, pray for them, and send them out to minister, asking
for God’s blessing and the Spirit’s wisdom and power.
We value our congregation’s support and prayers for the Stephen Leaders, Stephen ministers, and their care
receivers. We are all in this transforming ministry together.
Every member of our congregation can become involved in this ministry in so many ways. Some of us may
recognize a call to use our ministry gifts and apply to become a Stephen Leader or Stephen Minister. Others may
accept the care of a Stephen Minister. And any of us can be ministers of referral, watching for people in need and
suggesting a Stephen Minister’s care.
Please join us during worship service on the 13th as we commission our newly trained Stephen Ministers. Let us
thank God for all they will bring to our congregation and community in providing care to others, and let us
promise them our daily prayer and support as we send them out to minister among us.

March 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
10:00 Rose
Bible, WH
5:00 Shrove
Tuesday
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Stephen
Ministry, WH

6

7

Communion

9:00 UMW
Board, WH
9:30 COOL
Committee
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

13

14

8

Wed

Thu

Fri

2

3

4

Ash Wednesday 6:30am UMM
11:30 Free Sack 6:30pm Lenten
Lunches
Bible Study
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club
7:00 Ash Wed.
Service

9

9:00 Grandma’s 5:30 Supper
in Prayer, L 6:00 Kidz Club
10:00 Rose
Bible, WH
11:30 Kids First
Board, L
6:00 WWIP, L

15

16

Daylight Savings 9:30 COOL

9:30 Worship
10:30 Potato
Bake
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Trustee
2:00 Family
Bowling Party

20
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Finance

27

9:00 Grandma’s
Newsletter
Committee
in Prayer, L
Deadline
11:30
Free Sack
6:30 Monday
10:00 Rose
Lunches
Night Bible
Bible, WH
12:00 Senior
Study, L
6:00 WWIP, L
Lunch
6:00 Stephen
5:30 Supper
Ministry, WH
6:00 Kidz Club

21

22

23

9:30 COOL
9:00 Grandma’s 5:30 Supper
Committee
in Prayer, L 6:00 Kidz Club
1:30 UMW
10:00 Rose
Caring Circle, P
Bible, WH
6:30 Monday
5:00 SPPRC, W
Night Bible

28

29

30

10

5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

11

6:30am UMM
6:30pm Lenten
Bible Study

31

9:30 Worship
9:30 COOL
9:00 Grandma’s 11:30 Free Sack 6:30am UMM
10:30 Bible
Committee
in Prayer, L
Lunches
9:00 Newsletter
Study, P
5:30
Supper
6:30 Monday
10:00 Rose
Folding, L
11:00 Ad
Night Bible
Bible, WH 6:00 Kidz Club
6:30pm Lenten
Council
Study, L
6:00 WWIP, L
Bible Study
1:00 Bounce for
Hunger

12
8:00 Prayer
Class 101
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship
6:00 Potato
Bake

18

St. Patrick’s Day
6:30am UMM
11:00 Outreach
Meeting, P
6:30pm Lenten
Bible Study

24

5
Communion

6:30am UMM
6:30pm Lenten
Bible Study

17

Sat

19
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

25

26
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship
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