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“When [Christ] died, he died once to break the power of
sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God.
So you also should consider yourselves dead to the
power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus.”
Romans 6:10-11
Ever since Easter, I’ve had a song
stuck in my head. The lyrics go
like this: “Christ is risen from the
dead, trampling over death by
death. Come awake! Come awake!
Come and rise up from the grave.”
It’s from a song by Matt Maher
called “Christ Is Risen.” I first
heard it in a video I purchased
from Igniter Media. It’s really a
call for us to be raised with Christ,
to live into the freedom and the
power that we have through the
resurrection of Jesus. We are
called to come awake! To embrace
the hope, love and new life offered
us through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, who defeated death.
The video starts out with music in
the background, with these
questions on the screen: “Where
are you today? Are you ashamed
of your past? Are you apathetic to
the life given you? Are you scared
of what God wants from you? Are
you drowning in your poor

choices? Are you alone in your
journey? Are you disappointed
with your role? Are you hiding
from the truth? Are you shackled
by your sin? Are you shackled by
pornography? Adultery? Apathy?
Divorce? Arrogance? Pride? I’m
not sure where you are today, but I
know where He was that day. He
was standing in your place. He was
surrendered to God’s will. He was
mocked before men. He was
unwavering through torture. He
was nailed to a tree. He was
burdened with your sin, with your
dishonesty, gluttony, lust, greed,
selfishness. I’m not sure where you
are today. But I know what He was
doing for you that day. I’m not
sure where you are today. But I
know where you could be. You
could be a new creation. You could
be one with Him again. You could
come awake with Christ today.”
I’d love for you to see the video. If
you’re reading this in a digital

Church Events
•

May 1st - Native American
Sunday

•

May 2nd - Teacher
Appreciation Week

•

May 5th - Kids First
Graduation

•

May 8th - Mother’s Day

•

May 11th - Last Wed.
Night Youth Activities

•

May 14th - UMW Guest
Day

•

May 15h - Senior Sunday

•

May 16th - Newsletter
Deadline

•

May 18th - Senior Lunch

•

May 31st - Memorial Day

•

May 31st - Memorial Day
(Office & Kids First
Closed)

format, click here to see the video. Otherwise,
just search for “Come Awake” on YouTube.

The Good News is that life doesn’t have to be
like it’s always been. Christ died for you. He
took your sins upon himself and died in your
place. We are given new life through faith, and
not by any of our good works. You can’t earn it.
It’s a gift from God because of God’s great love
for you. A verse that keeps running through my
mind is Romans 5:8, “Christ died for us while
we were yet sinners. That proves God’s love for
us.” God didn’t wait for us to get our lives
together. Instead, while we were in the depths of
our depravity, Christ died for us, setting us free
from sin to live new lives, redeemed by his
blood. May you experience the new life God
intends for you today, this very moment! Come
awake, come awake, come and rise up from the
grave!
Love, Peace, Hope, and Joy!

YOUTH TALENT
SHOW
On Sunday, May 1 at 3:00 pm, we
will be hosting a talent show,
featuring the kids in our church.
We have singers, dancers,
tumblers, piano players, joke
tellers and much more. There will
be a free will offering. Come have
a great afternoonout and support
the children in our church!

Stephen Ministry: The Ministry of Listening
Think of a time when you really felt cared for. Chances are someone focused on what
you had to say, was attentive to your needs, and listened to how you felt instead of
telling you how you should feel or what you should do. In Stephen Ministry, a great
deal of time is spent in teaching and practicing the skill of listening because of its
importance as a car giving tool. Here’s a small sample of what Stephen Ministers learn
in their training about listening.
1. Listening is active. It takes energy and commitment to listen really well.
2. Listening takes patience. Constant patient listening is essential to Stephen Ministry
3. Listening involves more than just words.
4. Good listeners aren’t completely silent.
5. Listening is confidential.
Jesus was the model of a good listener. Much of his ministry was listening to
people. By listening to what people had to say he demonstrated how much he really
cared about them. Remember the stories of the woman at the well, Nicodemus, or the
disciples on the road to Emmaus. All were times when Jesus showed his care and
concern by first listening to people and then giving them what they needed.
Our Stephen Ministers at FUMC follow Jesus’ model as a listener and caregiver, helping
to make this a caring place where members and guests truly feel people care about
who they are and how they feel. Just as our Stephen Ministers use good listening
skills to communicate how much they care, so can you as church members. Listening
is a great gift we can give to one another, and one we can all use in our everyday
caring and relating.

Kids First
Summer is going to be here before we
know it and it will bring even more
busyness for us downstairs. During the
summer we do many different activities
around the community. From swimming
to the library to the museums and even
going to the movies, we are on the move
a LOT. Before we can start our summer
activities comes Preschool Graduation!
Preschool Graduation will be Thursday,
May 5th at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary
upstairs. We will have a small reception to
follow afterwards. We have 5 graduates
plus 2 children doing a BONUS year of
PreK participating. All are welcome to
attend our graduation!
The first week of May also brings Teacher
Appreciation Week. Kids First staff work
hard every day teaching and taking care
of children. I want to give ours teachers a
HUGE SHOUT OUT for all of their hard
work this school year, especially with
many changes that we have gone
through.
Back in December 2021, Kids First was
granted $88,000 from a Stabilization
Grant. This allows us to catch up from
losses that occurred in 2020. FUMC and
Kids First has made a committee to help
spend these funds in a way that benefits
Kids First but also FUMC as well. We
continue to meet and plan so we can
spend these funds in the best way
possible to help improve our facility and
preschool program.
I would like to thank First United
Methodist Church and it’s congregants for
their continued support in Kids First. I
would ask that you add us to your
prayers. Prayers for us to continue to
thrive in this world where the darkness
seems to be growing and for God’s light to
shine to our families and staff members.

Senior Lunch
Senior Lunch will be held on May 18!
This will be our last meeting until
September. We will take the summer
off. The program for May is still being
scheduled. Sign up by the office!
Hope to see you then!

May Mission
Outreach
The Mission Outreach project for May is to
collect supplies for UMCOR (United Methodist
Committee on Relief) School and Health Kits.
UMCOR’s goal is help sustain everyday life
wherever that life has been disrupted.
Health kits contain basic necessities for people
who have been forced to leave their homes due
to human conflict or natural disaster; school
kits are for a variety of ages and are sent
where books and school supplies are
inadequate, often being the only educational
resources available.
Health Kits cost about $12 a kit. Place items in
a gallon-size plastic bag and include $1 for
toothpaste to be purchased before shipping:
1 hand towel (no kitchen towels)
1 washcloth
1 comb (large and sturdy)
1 nail file or fingernail clipper
1 bath-size bar of soap
1 toothbrush – single in original wrapper
6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages
School Kits cost about $11 a kit. Mary Trenkle
has made cloth bags to hold school supplies –
pick one up and fill it with the following items:
1 pair blunt scissors
3 pads or loose leaf ruled paper
1 30-centimeter ruler
1 hand held pencil sharpener
6 unsharpened pencils w/erasers
1 eraser – 2 ½ inch
1 box of crayons (only 24)
All items in kits must be NEW and must contain
only the requested items-nothing more. Items
and kits collected at our church in May will be
delivered at annual conference and sent on to
the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot. From there
kits are sent throughout the world to areas
where they are needed.
Thank you for your donations. You are helping
to make a difference in people's lives.

Lynn’s Wonderings

UMW Guest Day

Happy Mother’s Day! Did you remember to pick up your May Day
basket on Sunday? Enjoy your May basket. These are from your
Outreach Committee.
Next, we will celebrate Mother’s Day with tomato plants again.
These plants are donated to us by Peaceful Prairie Nursery in
Mitchell. Their nursery has beautiful, healthy plants. They are
located north of the Mitchell United Methodist Church. You will
be happy you went. We have two contest this year with your
tomatoes. The first prize will be for the largest ripe tomato by
August 1st, sorry this does excluding cherry tomatoes. The
second prize is for the last ripe tomato brought in by October 2nd.
Lots of luck to all.
The garage sale will be June 11th. This is a fun garage sale! It takes
a lot of volunteers, is very tire some, but thanks to all of your
treasures,
it’s a great money raiser.
You can start
bringing treasures in Tuesday, May 31st to Wesley Hall. Please call
ahead to bring your items. Remember no clothes! However, we
will take coats, jackets, shoes, boots, both adults and childrens.
We will also take working clean appliances, towels, both kitchen
and bath, pots and pans, any kind of dishes, silverware, any
holiday items, pictures frames, furniture, toys, jars, garden tools,
any kind of working tools, patio furniture, and much more. Call if
you have any question.
We need more members to help with our Outreach group. The
job is very easy, lots of discussion on how to help people. I always
plan on one event each month, with new people comes new
ideas. Please consider joining us.
A couple other events coming up…..Father’s Day we will serve pie
and our 4th of July celebration will on July 3rd.
To everyone, be safe and stay well and be active.
Thank you, Lynn

UMW Guest Day lunch will be held
May 14 at 11:30 a.m. UMW circles
from other churches are invited,
but we would also love to have
any woman from FUMC join us.
This is not a fund raiser and there
is no cost. Please join us for an
afternoon of good food and
fellowship. We need reservations
a week prior to the lunch. Contact
Tessie Colby at 632-4980 or Gina
Cannon at 632-4497 by May 8 to
make a reservation. We hope to
see you there!

ADMIN. CORNNER


The newsletter deadline
for the June issue is
May16th.



I am working on updating
the directory and I would
like to add everyone’s
pictures. Please send them
to my email
rgies@firstumcsb.com If
you have a change in your
address, phone number
or email, please let the
office know.

Senior Recognition
We will be celebrating the
High School seniors on May
15. We need a senior picture
and a message about your
seniors accomplishments and
future plans. Please email
them to rgies@firstumcsb.com.
Thank you!

April Financial Giving
April week 1: $8,215
April week 2: $10,920
April week 3: $6,454 (Easter)
April week 4: $2,878
YTD: Giving 2022 $127,528 vs. Giving 2021 $116,987
We paid $4,745 towards our mission shares.

May 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Communion
9:30 Worship

9:30 COOL
Committee

10:00 Rose
Bible, WH

10:30 Bible
Study, P

1:00 UMW
Board, WH

6:00 Stephen
Ministry, WH

3:00 Youth
Talent Show

6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

8

9

10

9:30 COOL
10:00 Rose
Happy
Committee
Bible, WH
Mother’s Day
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

11:30 Kids First
Board, L

15

16

17

Senior Sunday

Newsletter
Deadline

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

5:30 Supper

6:30am UMM

6:00 Kidz Club

6:30pm Kids
First Pre-School
Graduation

11

12

5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

13

14

11:30 Free Sack 6:30am UMM
Lunches

11:30 UMW
Guest Day

5:30 Supper

5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

6:00 Kidz Club

6:00 WWIP, L

11:00 Trustee

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Finance

22
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Ad
Council

29
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

10:00 Rose
Bible, WH

18
12:00 Senior
Lunch

6:00 Stephen
5:30 Supper
9:30 COOL
Ministry,
WH
Committee
6:00 Kidz Club
1:30 UMW
Caring Circle, P
6:30 Monday
Night Bible

23

24

9:30 COOL
10:00 Rose
Committee
Bible, WH
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

30

25

19
6:30am UMM

26

1:00 Visitation
5:00 SPPRC, W

6:00 Kidz Club

31

Office & Kids 10:00 Rose
Bible, WH
First Closed

21
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

11:00 Outreach
Meeting, P

11:30 Free Sack 6:30am UMM
Lunches
9:00 Newsletter
5:30 Supper
Folding, L

6:00 WWIP, L

20

27

28
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

Honor Flight
Here is the info on the Honor Flight that is
coming through Scottsbluff. There are 14
Veterans, and they will leave from
Chadron. They will arrive in Scottsbluff at 12
noon for lunch at the Elks at 1614 1st.
Ave.
There will be an escort by city, county,
and state law enforcement as well as Patriot
Guard Riders from the time they leave Chadron
until they arrive at their hotel in Denver.
If
anyone would come to the Elks prior to that
and be willing to hold a flag so they will drive
through a ‘sea of American Flags’ as they turn
onto 1st. Ave, we’d be thrilled to have
them. There will be a program where some of
the Veterans will be receiving a Quilt of
Honor. Some will be getting them before they
get to SB, but some will be given theirs here so
their families will be there to see this. I
believe there will be more to the program, but
I’m not sure what has been arranged
yet. Everyone is invited to stay for lunch, and
there is a modest charge for that.
LETTERS! A secret surprise!
We ask friends, families, and any citizens who
are willing to take a few minutes of their time
to write a letter to say “Thank You” to any or
all of these Veterans. We hope that most of
these Veterans don’t know there will be a ‘mail
call’, and it will be a wonderful surprise to
them. They are all Vietnam Veterans, so most
never came home feeling the hero’s that they
were. They don’t need to be long
letters…..just Thank You for your service and
wish them a wonderful trip. Any more would
just be icing on the cake.
I haven’t talked to the sponsors yet about a pic,
logo, etc, or how any could apply to go on a
future trip. I should be able to contact her
later tonight.
I also have a couple things to
tell you that you might not know, but since
your father went on a flight you might find
interesting. I truly am passionate about
this……I hardly can speak before two people,
but I do a power point on Honor Flight!
Thank you for your help letting people from
our church know about our attempt to honor
these Veterans.
Barb Goldman

Talon Cheek, Jim Schaneman………….…….…......1
Joan Stear…………………………………….…….….2
Kinnick Iles, Rick Wallace………………..…………....3
Missi Iasillo…………………………...…….…………...5
Janet Gardner, Lauren Newell…………….……..…..6
Mary Lou Lind……………………...…………….…..10
Kelly McCoy………..….…………………..…....……..11
Gina Cannon, Jaimie Connell, Helen Wigert….….12
Patty Gritzfeld, Renate Scott, Richard Shultz…....13
Larry Martin………..………...………………..….…...15
Emily Erdman………………………..………………..18
Gary Hutzel……...……………………….……....…...19
Jamisyn Howard….………………………….....…….20
Ralph Phelps, Shirley Ruff, Rojean Sweeny…....22
Sharon Mensing, Patrick Newell…………………..23

Ron Howard…………….……………...…..…………25
Sandra Cardiff, Ruthie Stowell…….……......……....26
Linda Redfern, Don Osborn………………….…..….27
Jenell Eckerle, Ed Morgheim………...…………….29
Sandy Massey, Grady Beaudette...…….......………31

The UMW would like to thank everyone for taking part
in the Coffee Cake Sale. The people who orderd cakes,
took the orders for the cakes, make the cakes and
distributed the cakes, Thank You!
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the lovely Love Basket delivered by
Sarah Trumbull after my knee replacement
surgery.
Your prayers and cards were greatly
appreciated. Recovery is presently improving each day!
Love in Christ,
Rojean Sweeney
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