
Connecting People 

JUNE 2022 NEWSLETTER |  PASTOR CRAIG COLLINS l  WORSHIP SERVICE: SAT. @ 5:00 P.M. & SUN. @ 9:30 A.M.  

AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Church Events 

• June 8
th

 - Free Sack 
 Lunch @ 11:30 a.m. 

• June 11
th

 - Garage Sale 
 @ 8:00 a.m. 

• June 16
th

 - Newsletter 
 Deadline 

• June 19
th

 - Father’s Day 
- Pie during fellowship 

• June 19
th

 - VBS begins 
@ 4:30p.m with a Kick 
off BBQ 

• June 20
th

 - 22
nd

 - VBS @ 
6:00p.m. 

• June 22
nd

 - Free Sack 
 Lunch @ 11:30 a.m. 

• July 3
rd

 - Block Party @ 
5p.m. 

 

“The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His 

mercies never cease.” 
Lamentations 3:22 

Greetings to all of you in the name 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  

Several years ago, I was doing a 
funeral along with my friend and 
local pastor, Ralph Metschke. Pastor 
Ralph made a comment to the 
grieving family that just stuck with 
me, and I’d like to share it with you. 
He said, “Our God is a 
compassionate God, a loving God, 
and a caring God.” It was a true, 
simple statement, and yet, it really 
reminded that family who God is 
while they struggled in their grief.   

Much like that grieving family, we 
find ourselves in much distress. It’s 
getting harder and harder for 
families to put food on their tables. 
We have a baby formula shortage. 
That’s really scary!  Fuel prices are 
at an all-time high, and going higher 
from what we’ve been told. Rising 
expenses to merchants are causing 
the price of all our goods to go up. 
Have you bought a pound of 
hamburger lately? Or anything else 
for that matter? People on fixed 
incomes are laying out their bills 

and trying to decide which ones can 
wait another month, and which 
services they can suspend all 
together.  People’s 401K plans are 
losing value every day with the drop 
in the stock market. Economists are 
concerned our nation is moving into 
a recession. I wonder if we haven’t 
already arrived.  People are 
concerned about illegal 
immigration, rising crime rates, the 
abortion debate, racial tension, drug 
abuse, homelessness on the rise, and 
health care. We snap at our loved 
ones, and can’t figure out why our 
fuses are so short. Mental health 
issues are overwhelming. Anxiety, 
depression, and an overall lack of 
well-being, steals our hope and 
pushes people to the edge.  

Yeah, life is full of struggles. Now 
more than ever we need God’s help. 
We need to be reminded that God 
knows what we are going through. 
“Our God is a compassionate God, a 
loving God, and a caring God.” 
None of this is a surprise to God. 
God sees our past, our present, and  



our future, and for that reason we can trust in God. God is our hope in times of trouble. Isaiah 46 says, “God is 
our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble” (Ps. 46:1).  We can depend on God to keep 
God’s promises. Lamentations says, “The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never cease. Great 
is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning. I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my inheritance; 
therefore, I will hope in him!’ The Lord is good to those who depend on him. So it is good to wait quietly for 
salvation from the Lord” (3:22-26).   

Our God is good! We can count on God to be our strength and our hope in these trying times. I urge you, “Do 
not give up! Stay strong in your faith.” Put Proverbs 3:5-6 to memory, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart. 
Lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge him, and he will direct your steps” (PCV 
(Pastor Craig Version)).  

This very morning, I was chatting with Charles Teal, who has just had his catheter removed after receiving his 
kidney transplant, and everything is working well! I reminded Charles that we serve a compassionate God, a 
loving God, and a caring God! I want to remind you as well. That no matter what troubles we find ourselves in, 
we serve a God who is full of compassion, love, and care. 1 Peter 5:7 is one of my favorites: “Cast your 
anxieties upon the Lord for he truly cares for you” (PCV).  

I want to encourage you to make your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ the center of your life, your number one 
priority. Trust God with all the junk going on around you, and God will be with you through it all. Here’s a 
song from Casting Crowns called “Praise You in the Storm,” that speaks to holding fast to our faith even 
though our circumstances aren’t what we want 
them to be. Take a listen and remember our 
“Our God is a compassionate God, a loving 
God, and a caring God.”  

Grace, Peace, and Love, 

MONUMENTAL VBS – JUNE 19-22 

VBS will be in June this year!! It will be June 
19-22 from 6-8:30 each night. On the first night 
on Sunday we will have a kickoff BBQ from 
4:30-6 to have a bite to eat and get all signed up. 

There is a place for all ages – preK through 5th 
will participate and 6th grade and over will be 
the crew leaders! Let me know if your child is 
planning on coming this year! 

On Sunday, June 26, we will have our program 

for the kids during the service and then have a 

Celebration 

breakfast with a 

free will offering 

to help cover the 

cost of all of the 

fun we had the 

week before!! 

Can’t wait to see 

you everyone 

there!! 

Essentials Kit, It’s a COOL thing! The 
COOL Committee (Caring Outreach 
Of Love) has started a pilot program 
at our church! Our church reaches 
out to people who are in need of 
essential items with Mexico Mission 
as well as other outreach programs. 
However, the COOL Committee 
would also like to help people in our 
community who are in need of 
essential items during challenging 
times. COOL’s Essentials kits include 
a sample/travel size shampoo, 
conditioners, bar soap, comb, 
disposable towel, razor, shaving 
cream, lotion, chapstick, and adult 
socks. Donations would be greatly 
appreciated!  

New Essential Kits 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dB4eC55dh-U


Mission Outreach 
The June Outreach mission benefits the Soup Kitchen 
and the Lakota Center. 

The Soup Kitchen provides meals 
three times a week at three different 
sites: Monday at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Wednesday at the 
Gering Methodist Church and 
Thursday at the First Presbyterian 
Church. FUMC is responsible for 
the meal on the second Thursday of each month at the 
Presbyterian Church. 

The Lakota Lutheran Center & Chapel is a 
congregational-based ministry emphasizing regular 
worship, youth education and pastoral care. The 
Center is a liaison between Native Americans and non
-native residents. Its aim is to feed the hungry, care for 
the homeless, provide hospitality and fellowship and 
assist with emergency situations. 

Both organizations provide meals and are in need of 
disposable plates, bowls, napkins, cups and plastic 
silverware. Please place donations in the outreach bin 
in Fellowship Hall. 

Monetary donations are also welcome – make checks 

payable to FUMC & mark Soup Kitchen or Lakota 

Center in the memo line. 

How Lookouts Pave the Way for Stephen 
Ministry! 

Every month in our church newsletter and 

weekly in the church bulletin, we’ve 

shared information about Stephen 

Ministry. The thought is, when the entire 

congregation is aware of Stephen 

Ministry, how it works, and the difference 

it can make in people’s lives, collectively 

we become a stronger caring Ministry at 

FUMC. Hopefully you have considered 

becoming a Stephen Minister yourself or 

wondering what you can do to support 

Stephen Ministry. One very important 

thing the entire congregation can do for 

Stephen Ministry is to be on the Lookout 

for people in need of care. Our Stephen 

Ministers are members of our 

congregation who are well-trained lay 

caregivers, able to provide a very high 

level of emotional and spiritual care to 

people experiencing a wide range of life 

difficulties. It’s free, it’s confidential, and 

it’s a powerful way we reach out to and 

care for people who are hurting. But who 

and where are these hurting people? 

That’s where Lookouts come in. Stephen 

Ministry Lookouts are people in the 

congregation who may regularly or 

occasionally encounter people within our 

church or community who would benefit 

from the care of a Stephen Minister and 

can help connect them to our Stephen 

Ministry Referrals Coordinator, Barb Ropp. 

The Referrals Coordinator will 

confidentially handle it from there by 

calling the potential care receiver and 

arranging a time to meet and talk in 

greater depth about receiving care 

through Stephen Ministry. Together we 

can all make a difference for hurting 

people. Become a regular Stephen 

Ministry Lookout! 

Stephen Ministry 

• The newsletter deadline for 
the July issue is June 16th. 
Please email articles to 
rgies@firstumcsb. 

• I will be gone the week of June 
12th and return June 20th. 

• If you have a change in your 
address, phone number or 
email, please let the office 
know or list it on the 
attendance pad so we can 
update our directory. 

Administrative Corner 



Tom Donahue………….....….…..……...1 

Jana Barker, Donna Considine, Jace 
Douglass, Olivia Erdman………...…......2 

Doris Rush, Dan Barrett..…....…….......5 

Don Keller, Mary Lafler, Kyra Iles……..7 

Katherine Medina…………...…………...8 

Vicki Burbach…………..……………….13 

Carr Trumbull..….………………...…...14 

Myla Schwartz………..……….…….....16 

Kent Greenwalt, Joan Haslow, Jann 
Johnson………………………………...17 

Marilyn Betancur……….……...………..18 

Amanda Lofing…………….…...............19 

Nancy Derr, Alice Tuttle….…......…...20 

Livia DeLunger………...…...…………...21 

Don Hickox, Michele Parks…...............22 

Jon Gillen, Whitney Larsen……..…....23 

Paul Blome, Lex Larsen, Anna 
Teghtmeyer……………………………..24  

Kenton Cardiff…………..…..….…….…25 

Mary Trenkle, Tom Connot…….……...27 

Mary Garwood…………………...……...29 

Did  you receive a tomato plant ? We gave 75 plants out.  The 
wind has slowed down, for now and we finally have spring 
like weather. HURRAY!. Remember, there is a tomato 
contest.  There will be a prize for the first ripe tomato and one 
for the last ripe tomato by the end of October.  Lets have fun! 

I have been working on our  communion stewart and server 
list.  l have a few openings to fill.  Please let me know if you 
are interested.  It’s an easy job and I will help get you going. 
Please consider helping. 

Our fellowship hour after church service is needing cookies 
or treats. We all enjoy the social times and the treats. Sign up 
sheet is by the office on the bulletin board. Please and thank 
you. 

We do have vanilla from Mexico available for sale right now.  
There is dark and light and they are $5.00. 

We also, have RADA products for sale.  Do you want to 
check out the new items, or do you  need a book?  Stop by 
Lynn’s office.  

Saturday, June 11th, is our garage sale.  You can now bring 
your treasures to church anytime.  Remember no clothes, just 
coats, jackets and shoes.  We will take pretty much anything 
else.  Please make sure that all items are in good working 
order.  If you need help or have questions, please give me a 
call.  

Next, is our celebration for the Fathers. Father’s Day is June 
19th.  We will celebrate them during fellowship hour with pie.  
There is a sign up sheet in fellowship hall if you would like to 
bring a pie to share that day. 

We are planning our 4th of July Block Party for Sunday, July 
3rd.  We will serve hot dogs, hamburgers, beans, coleslaw, 
and of course desserts.  Everyone is invited.  Come have 
some great food, play some games and have lots of fun! We 
are planning fireworks again this year. We will start cooking 
at 4:30p.m. and you can eat at 5p.m.  Please look for the sign 
up sheet to volunteer. 

Our Outreach and Cool Committees would like to restart the 
calling system that we all are familiar with, the Mary and 
Mathew system. Do you remember this approach that gives 
opportunity for all to serve in the churches ministries? These 
ministries include funeral dinners, special events, such as the 
garage sale, homespun delight, open houses etc. We are now 
in April, May and June. This means members whose last 
names begin with E through H will be asked to help, starting 
June 1. In July, August and September names that begin with 
I through O will be asked. Then in October, November, 
December will be names that begin with P through W. Please 
remember this schedule is flexible! If you cannot help on time 
or another you can help whenever. Also, if you want to help 
on any event, you are more than welcome. Just Volunteer!! 

Be safe and happy!   Lynn 

Thank you Paul, Larry and Gary for fixing my 
wallpaper problem.  I don’t know of any other 
way I would have been able to repair the falling 
paper.  Your project is truly a blessing. 

Carol Enderle 

To my Church Family, 

My heartfelt thanks for all the cards, food, phone 
calls and prayers as I healed from hip surgery.  
You are such a blessing. 

Sherry Schmidt 
 

I wish to thank my church family for all the help 
and support that I received during my recovery 
from foot surgery.  I feel that your care and 
prayers helped to keep my spirts upbeat during 
my three months of non weight bearing recovery.   

A big thank you to the United Methodist Men that 
built me a phenomenal ramp for use with my 
scooter.  Also, to the COOL Committee that put 
together an awesome basket that was delivered by 
Marilyn Betancur.   

Your Card and prayers helped to brighten my 
days and keep my spirits up.  Thank you again! 

Jann Johnson 

Lynn’s Wonderings 



June 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 
6:30am UMM 

3 4 
Communion 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

5 
Communion 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

6 
9:30 COOL  

Committee 

1:00 UMW 
Board, WH 

7 8 
 

9 
6:30am UMM 

10 11 
8:00 Garage 

Sale  
5:00 Sat. Night 

Worship  

12 
9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

11:00 Trustee 

13 
9:30 COOL 

Committee 

14 
Flag Day 

15 
11:30 Free Sack  

Lunches 

16 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

6:30am UMM 

17 18 
5:00 Sat. Night 

Worship  

19 
Happy 

Father’s Day 
9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

11:00  Finance 

4:00 VBS Kick            

20 
9:30 COOL 

Committee 

6:00 VBS 

21 
11:30 Kids First 

Board, L 

1:00 Visitation 

5:00 SPPRC, W 

6:00 VBS 

22 
6:00 VBS 

23 
6:30am UMM 

24 25 
5:00 Sat. Night 

Worship  

26 
9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

11:00 Ad  

Council  

27 
9:30 COOL 

Committee 

28 29 
11:30 Free Sack  

Lunches 

30 
6:30am UMM 

9:00 Newsletter    
Folding, L 

  

Block Party  

July 3 @ 
5p.m. 
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