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But blessed are those who trust in the Lord
and have made the Lord their
hope and confidence.

Church Events

Jeremiah 17:7

•

Greetings to you, church family, as you confidently place your hope in Christ
Jesus. I pray the Lord will bless you as you strive to seek God’s will in all you
do. Here’s a really good message from our Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr., pumping
us up for the fall season: Let’s Go!

Sept. 4th — Labor Day
Picnic

•

Sept. 5th — Labor Day

•

Sept. 7th — Wed. Youth
Activities to begin
again

•

Sept. 8th — Bingo

•

Sept. 14th — Free Lunch

•

Sept. 16th — Newsletter
Deadline

•

Sept. 17th — UWiF
Luncheon & Bake Sale

•

Sept. 17th -18th —
Ministry Fair

•

Sept. 21st — Senior
Lunch

•

Sept. 22nd — Bingo

•

Sept. 28th — Free Lunch

Our summer break is over, and it’s time we get back to school and back to
church. Many of you are excited for the football season, and just like those
athletes that prep for those big games, we have been prepping for the fall
season. Our youth activities begin Wednesday, September 7th. We start the
evening off with supper for anyone who would like to come at 5:30.
Suggested donation is $3/person. Then from 6 to 7 pm we break into our
groups. We have groups for all youth from preschool to high school. I’m
excited to introduce a new curriculum for confirmation class, for youth 6th
grade and up, called Absolute Basics of Christian Faith as well as Absolute
Basics of the Wesleyan Way. We will meet in the parlor this year as we
expect a good sized group. Missi, Our Director of Christian Education, and all
our teachers are excited to welcome ALL our youth back. It’s going to be a
great year as we grow in our faith.
Choir will be meeting for rehearsal every Wednesday night at 7pm, starting
on September 7th. All are welcome to attend, no matter your level of
expertise. I’m confident our choir director, Dr. Patrick Newell, can take our
group and tool us into a wonderful choir. I always encourage our members to
participate in two groups, one that blesses you, and one that blesses others.
Choir actually does both. You will be blessed, and you will bless others. We
need you. I hope you will consider being a member of our choir.
th

th

We are going to have a ministry fair on September 17 and 18 . All groups in
the church are encouraged to set up a display so our church family might
become more familiar with the ministries and small groups we offer. After

(Office & Kids First closed)

worship on Saturday and Sunday, people are invited to check out all the ways we are the church together. My hope is the
ministry fair helps people find ways they can get involved in our ministries.

As members of the church, we are all called to be servants. We are working to better implement our Martha and Matthew list
of servants. We divide our members alphabetically into 4 groups. Each quarter in the year a different group will be utilized for
things like Fellowship time after worship or salads and desserts for funerals. This plan should help spread out the burden and
make it easier for everyone to serve with joy without overloading the same folks. If your group leader calls you for help, I
hope you can say yes!
We have been meeting weekly with an exploratory team made up of equal representation of members from Scottsbluff,
Mitchell, Morrill, and Henry/Lyman to discuss the possibility of merging our churches to become one church in four
locations. The idea came from myself and Pastor Joe Schumacher as we were discussing the importance of bringing more
people into our churches. If we could combine forces, we believe it would help us to grow. Once the exploratory team can
determine our mission, vision, values and goals, we will hopefully tackle the bigger issues. Of course we want to be
transparent in this process. I have been sharing in my Friday Update each week the work of the team. I have been sending out
the Friday Update to those whom I have email addresses. Hard copies are on the bulletin board in the office hallway at the
church. If you’d like to receive the Friday update, just shoot me an email at ccollins@firstumcsb.com. Once we have a plan
we want to present that to all of you in a town hall setting, to receive questions and feedback. Ultimately we will have a charge
conference where every member present will have a say, and we will decide together if this is the direction we want to go.
As we move forward as the body of Christ may we be ever faithful, trusting in the Lord to guide us and direct us. May the
Lord Jesus Christ bless you and be your confident hope.
Blessings, Peace, Love, and Joy!

Pastor Craig

Wednesday Night Activities
to Start Again!
Our Wednesday night activities will begin on Sept.
7th. We will be serving supper from 5:30-6:00pm.
We will meet in our groups from 6-7 pm. There are
four different groups. Pre-K through 2nd is Kidz
Club, 3rd grade through 5th grade will meet in
Fellowship Hall and there will be a confirmation
class and a post-confirmation through 12th grade
youth group. I will continue to try to have at least
monthly fun activates—movies, corn mazes, etc.
which will be on a separate schedule. Any
questions, contact Missi at 225-2527 or
miasillo@aol.com.

Leadership Opportunities for
Youth
Please be praying about possibly becoming a leader
for our Youth beginning in the Fall. We meet from 67 pm every Wednesday night. We try to have 2
teachers for each group so if one leader is out of town
or unavailable the other leader can take over. We
have many positions available to work with the youth,
so if you are interested and not sure how or where
might be a good fit, please contact Missi at 225-2527
or miasillo@aol.com and we will definitely find a
place for you.

Ministry Fair
Ministry Fair will be Saturday and Sunday,
September 17h and 18th in Fellowship Hall
following service. This event is an opportunity
for First UMC members to get to know what
ministries we offer and to participate in one or
more of them. This is a great time to get
signed up for something new. So come join
us and be a part of the growing ministries we
have here! If you are a group leader for any
Methodist organization, bible studies, or
program, please talk to Sonia with ideas or
request for your booth.

Senior Lunch
Senior Lunch will begin again on Sept. 21st at 12
Noon. Please sign up in the hallway by the office
so I can make sure I have enough food for
everyone. Pastor Craig will be our speaker for this
month’s program. I hope everyone had a great
summer and I look forward to seeing everyone
there!
I am also looking for some extra help cleaning up
after. I need dishwashers and help in clearing and
wiping down tables. Let me know if anyone is
interested.

NEW COURSE FOR PERSONAL AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH
What is a church, really? At least one answer to that question is this: The church is the body of Christ on
earth. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” This
follows his description of the church as a body, with different parts to complement one another, and
precedes his well-known description of love – the greatest of all gifts.
The Holy Spirit has given each of us unique gifts to carry out God’s work in the world. But…It’s not
always easy to identify our gifts or to develop and use them effectively.
That’s why, this autumn, our congregation is offering course Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life: You
and Your Spiritual Gifts. We know we’ve gotten it right when we’re using our particular gifts because
that time is a joy and never feels like a duty!
Where do you fit into Christ’s plan for the world? The answer lies in the unique gifts God has given you.
This course will provide a renewed understanding of who God created you to be and His design for the
Christian community. You’ll find clues to your spiritual gifts in the Haugk Spiritual Gifts Inventory, and
explore further opportunities to develop and use those gifts.
Dr. Kenneth Haugk, who developed this course, is also the founder of Stephen Ministries. Our
congregation has commissioned Stephen Leaders and Stephen Ministers since 2008, and many of you
have experienced their high quality, distinctively Christian care as they’ve walked alongside you in
difficult times during your life.
While Stephen Leaders will be teaching this course to begin with, Stephen Ministry is only one way to
put spiritual gifts to work! Our church and community, your family and friends…all offer opportunities to
use the gifts you’ve been given. Sessions will cover topics such as:
· Why you are unique
· Finding real joy
· Where your spiritual gifts come from
· Love is at the heart of spiritual gifts
· Exploring and applying your spiritual gifts
Watch for more information! This is an eight hour course, and can be done in four 2 ½ hour sessions, or
eight 1 hour sessions. The $20 materials fee will be sponsored for our pilot group, with the option to pay
-it forward at the end of class!

September Outreach
DOVES is the designated Outreach project for the month of September. The DOVES Program
was founded in 1979 to provide support to victims of domestic violence in Scotts Bluff
County. Since that time, it has grown to assist victims of dating violence, sexual assault, and
stalking as well.
DOVES provides 24-hour assistance; offers immediate, on-going and long-term support, and connects
individuals to other community resources for legal, medical or emergency help.
Items needed include:
Non-perishable food items like Mac and Cheese, Ramen Noodles, canned soups with pull-tab
openers –also ready to eat items like fruit cups. They can also use can openers and
microwavable bowls to put in food packets.
Donation items should be placed in the outreach bin at the west end of Fellowship Hall. Thank
you for your support.
Because they don't have a large space to store donated items, you may consider gift cards for local
stores, restaurants, and more. Gift cards are small, easy to store and give survivors greater control over meeting
their needs.

Outreach Happenings
Hello Everyone! I’m not sure about you, but I think
August, has just flown by! I do hope everyone has
enjoyed this summer. We has such a wonderful time
at National Night Out. Thank you to all the
Volunteers who came and hauled tables back and
forth, helped set up and take down. These events
cannot be done without you wonderful people and we
are very grateful! We had such a turnout of delicious
cookies! Thank you! Bingo is doing well every other
Thursday at 1:30pm in Wesley Hall. We are thankful
for the donations to the sack lunch program that
happens every other Wednesday. We provided a
memorial service for Victoria Carlson Blome. The
family was very happy with our service. Thank you,
ladies that came to help, again it could not be done
without you. The Ice Cream Social was a huge
success. The ice cream was so delicious. We had a
great variety of choices. We celebrated all our
volunteers by adding a wonderful cake and adorable
buttons. Elaine Pile also made a wonderful German
chocolate cake.
There will be a Labor Day Potluck September 4th,
hope to see you there. Please bring a side dish or
dessert to share. Meat and drinks will be provided.
I hope you enjoy the rest of the summer and find ways
to have fun with the ones you love! God Bless!

Volunteer Position

Pat Clark………...…………………………………...……...1
Carol Holyoke, Zeda Gonzales…………….….….….….....3
Candy Hubbard, ………………………………………..…...5
Thomas Holyoke…………………….………..……....…....6
Shirley Staman, Donna Eckland, Bunni Slater…………..7
Judi Facinelli……………………………………...…..…..…8
Larry Heppner, Henry Jay, Harlow Douglass……...….....10
Dan Carter, Mark Staman, Gabby Schumacher…………...12
TJ Dredla, Frost Wallace, Bridger Wallace………...……...13
Peggy Teghtmeyer……………...….…..…................….….14
Lori Collins……...………………………......………...…...16
Shirley Duncan..……..………….………………….…......18
Sharon Kling……………..……..…..………………….…19
Chuck Sell…………………………….....…….….……......21
Barbara Croft, Marg Dredla………………...………..…..23
Linda Fairley, Russ Scott……………..…….……...…..…..24
Connie Meyer……..……...………………………...….….25
Brian Sweeney, Megan Massey, Rowynne Cardiff…..…...26
Chase Snyder……………………………….......………….27
Connar Borgman……………….……………...……...…...28
Blake Wohlers………………………..………..…………..30

Sonia

Outreach committee has a volunteer
position available for the monthly
outreach projects. Duties would include
lining up the outreach for that month and
compiling a list of items they may need,
writing a monthly newsletter, organizing
pick up and deliverer of monthly items.

The blessings of having this church family
grows each year. Your prayers, cards, gifts,
love has been so helpful to us these months
are overwhelming. Thanks especially to Pastor
Craig, the cool committee, Marilyn Wurst and
the UMW calling team, have meant so much,
thanks is not an adequate word.
We are
looking forward to being able to see you
all
and participate more before too much
longer. What a gift the card lady is to the
congregation!
Peace to you all.

Trunk or Treat
It’s Baaaack…….. Outreach committee is bringing
back Trunk or Treat for Halloween! What is it? A
safe way for families the Church to celebrate
Halloween. Vehicle trunks are decorated off site then
park in the Church parking lot. Families come
around and “trick or treat” out of the trunks. We will
have other activities including crafts and games.
Trunk or Treat will be held the last weekend in
October. Stay tuned for more details!

Myrt and Gary Bacon.
Thank you for your donation to the Firefighter
Ministry! We truly appreciate you and your
supper!
Carissa Schank
Scottsbluff First UMC/ UMM
Thank you very much for your generous
donation and for your continued support!
God Bless!
Camp Norwesca Staff & Site Council

September 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

6:30am UMM

5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

www.firstumcsb.com

4
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Labor Day
Church Picnic

11
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Trustee

18
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Finance
11:00 Ministry
Fair

25
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Ad
Council

5

6

6:00 Stephen
Labor Day
Ministry
(office & Kids
First Closed)

12

13

6:00 WWIP, L
9:30 COOL
Committee
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

19

20

9:30 COOL
11:00 Kids First
Committee
Board, L
6:00 Stephen
1:30 UMW
Ministry
Caring Circle
6:30 Monday
Night Bible

26

27

9:30 COOL
5:00 SPPRC, W
Committee 6:00 WWIP, L
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

7

8

9

6:30am UMM
Youth
Activities Start 9:00 Staff mtg.
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club

14

12:00 Senior
Lunch
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club

28

5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

1:30 BINGO

15

11:30 Free Sack 6:30am UMM
Lunches
11:00 Outreach
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club

21

10

22

16

17

Newsletter
Deadline

11:00 UWiF
Luncheon &
Bake Sale
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship
6:00 Ministry
Fair

23

24

6:30am UMM
1:30 BINGO

29

11:30 Free Sack 6:30am UMM
Lunches
9:00 Newsletter
5:30 Supper
Folding, WH
6:00 Kidz Club

5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

30
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