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The human mind may devise many plans,
but it is the purpose of the
Lord that will be established.

Church Events
•

Aug. 2nd— National
Night Out

•

Aug. 3rd— Free Lunch

•

Aug. 11th— Bingo

•

Are we driven by tradition, with the phrase, “We’ve always done it this
way”? The goal of the tradition-driven church is to simply perpetuate the
past. Change is almost always seen as negative, and stagnation is
interpreted as “stability.” Is this who we are?

Aug. 16th— Newsletter
Deadline

•

Aug. 17th— Free Lunch

Are we driven by personality? In this type of the church the most important
question is “What does the leader want?” One obvious problem with a
personality-driven church is that its agenda is determined more by the
background, needs, and insecurities of the leader than by God’s will or the
needs of the people.

•

Aug. 21st— Youth Pool
Party @ Trails West

•

Aug. 25th— Bingo

•

Aug. 28th— Ice Cream
Social

•

Aug. 31st— Free Lunch

Proverbs 19:21

Greetings to all of you! I pulled a book down from my bookshelf that I
haven’t looked at in a while. It’s still loaded with wonderful food for
thought. Its Rick Warren’s “Purpose Driven Church,” which made me
immediately ask, “What drives our church?” Rick says that every church is
driven by something, so what drives us? What guides, controls or directs
us?

Are we a finance driven church? The question for this type of church is
“How much does it cost?” Nothing else ever seems quite as important as
finances. The most heated debates will be over the budget. While good
stewardship and cash flow are essential for a healthy church, finances must
never be the controlling issue. The greater issue should be what God wants
the church to do. The question isn’t “How much did we save?” but “Who
was saved?”
Are we driven by programs? In a program driven church all the energy and
focus is on maintaining and sustaining the programs of the church. Men’s

and women’s programs, the choir, Sunday School and youth group are examples of programs that are often
driving forces in a program driven church.

Is our church driven by buildings? Is having a nice building the main focus of our congregation? Does paying
for and maintaining the building our biggest budget item? Are funds which are needed to operate the ministry
being diverted to pay to maintain the building, causing the actual ministries to suffer? I agree with Rick
Warren, who says, “Staying with a historic, but inadequate, building should never take priority over reaching
the community.”
Is our church driven by events? When you look at our calendar, does it appear our goal is to keep people busy?
As soon as one big event is completed, work begins on the next one. This type of church has a lot of activity,
but not necessarily productivity. Someone needs to ask, “What is the purpose behind each of these activities?”
In the event-driven church, attendance becomes the sole measurement of faithfulness and maturity. We may
actual resemble this model to some degree. I feel that we do ask the purpose of our events. Events come and go
based on how well they fulfill their intended purpose.
Are we a church driven by seekers? Is our main question, “What do the unchurched want?” While we must be
sensitive to the needs, hurts, and interests of seekers, and while it is wise to design evangelistic services that
target their needs, we cannot allow seekers to drive the total agenda of the church. Rick mentions that God’s
purpose for his church includes evangelism – but not to the exclusion of his other purposes. He says we need to
be seeker sensitive, but not seeker driven.
We need to be a church that is driven by purpose instead of other forces. Warren’s book is all about being a
purpose driven church. That is the title after all. I invite our church leaders, and all of us even, to get a copy of
this book and let’s work through it together. The starting point for every church should be “Why do we exist?”
What is the clear vision of what God wants to do in and through our church family? Wrestling with this
question will help us to rediscover our purpose. Healthy churches have a clear-cut identity. They understand
their reason for being; they are precise in their
purpose. They know exactly what God has called
them to do. How about us? What is your answer to
the question, “Why do we (the church) exist?”
I’d love to hear your perspective. I invite you to
connect. Let’s get together over coffee. I’m
available every Monday at 11 a.m. (for the most
part), or give me a call and we’ll set up another
time. Let’s work together to be a purpose driven
church.

Administrative Assistant’s
Corner

•

Blessings and Love,
•

•
•

The newsletter deadline for
the September issue is
August 16th. Please email
articles to rgies@firstumcsb.
If you have a change in your
address, phone number or
email, please let the office
know or list it on the
attendance pad so we can
update our directory.
Visit us online at
www.firstumcsb.com
Would you like to get the
newsletter via email, please
send Raylene an email at
rgies@firstumcsb.com

August Outreach Stephen Ministry
In August we have
been donating in
honor of United
Methodist
Women
and this year our
donations will go to
Camp Norwesca.
Camp Norwesca is a not-for-profit entity
and is largely supported by contributions
from people who believe in its mission of
“Creating Disciples of Christ by providing a
safe and fun environment, where campers
and retreat groups can grow in their faith,
renew, unplug, and develop life skills
through intentional programming and
spiritual enrichment.”
Norwesca is open for all denominations
and
community
groups.
It
can
accommodate from 5 to 90 for retreats,
camps or hospitality in a unique and
comfortable setting for church, family, and
community groups in its year round
facility. Camp Norwesca is nestled in the
beauty of the Pine Ridge District of the
Nebraska National Forest.
It consists of a lodge, cabins, outdoor
chapel and grounds for many outdoor
activities.
Items which the
camp would like
to have us collect
include
laundry
detergent, paper
towels,
and
cleaning supplies
– especially disinfectant sprays. Monetary
donations are always welcome as well checks can be made payable to Camp
Norwesca and sent to:
Camp Norwesca 79 Camp Norwesca Rd
Chadron, NE 69337
Thank you!

Most people are much more open to giving
care than to receiving it. When giving care,
we feel stable and secure. When receiving
care, we can feel like we’re acknowledging
weakness, insecurity, and vulnerability. As a
result, there are countless people today who,
though they really could benefit from a fellow
Christian who would listen and care for them,
instead, though it out on their own. They
remain the strong silent type, or wear a smile
across a face that is holding back a flood of
tears. Society encourages this—to ask for help
is to admit weakness.
But God did note create us to be independent.
We were created to be interdependent. God’s
Word is clear on this. The New Testament
includes more than 50 verses that contain the
words “one another”--”love one another,”-”encourage one another.”--”build up one
another,” and “pray for one another.” That
means it’s reciprocal; in addition to loving,
encouraging, building up, and praying for
others, we are to allow other people to do the
same for us!
God does not intend for us to suffer alone.
Jesus promises, “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest” (Matthew 11:28) We can receive this
promised rest when we turn to one another for
comfort and help.
That’s why we have Stephen Ministers. They
know how to respond in a loving, caring, and
nonjudgmental manner. They are equipped,
ready, and waiting to provide the comfort and
care God very much desires you to have. But
hurting people may need help overcoming
the barrier to accepting care. So if you find
someone who is hurting and could benefit
from having a Stephen Minister to walk with
them, encourage them to give it a try, and
seek their permission to pass their name
along to a Stephen Leader in our church.
Stephen Ministry offers the opportunity for a
very confidential relationship with someone
who will listen to and provide sorely needed
care and encouragement.

Lynn’s Wonderings
Happy August everyone! Boy, it has been a hot one. Lets
keep praying for lots of rain, no storms, just nice rain.
Does anyone have the old fashion canner (blue one) that they
will not be using anymore? I would be very happy to buy it
from you. Mine got a hole in it last year.
Thank you all for attending our block party. The rain did not
stop it, as we went inside the food was delicious. The
entertainment was super. Thank you to the Osborn’s. They
were excellent and those clowns were the best!!! Thank you
too everyone that helped.
Our next event will be National Night Out. This is a nation
wide event hosted by the police department and community
partnerships with lots of FREE fun activities for the kids and
tons of food vendors. We will be under the canopy in the 18th
St plaza. We are serving sloppy joes, like the old “Tom &
Jerry’s”, chips, cookies and water for $5.00 Come downtown
August 2nd.
Sunday, August 28th, will be our Ice Cream Social! Get your
homemade ice cream recipe out to make and bring it to the
church.
There are so many wonderful & delicious
HOMEMADE ICE CREAM flavors with your favorite
toppings and homemade brownies and cookies.
The Ice
Cream Social will start at 3 pm. Look for the sign up sheet.
Think about this, do you want a Labor Day picnic? In the past
UMM have cooked hot dogs and the rest is a potluck.
How are your tomatoes doing?? We have our first ripe tomato
in. Congratulations to Marilyn and Bob Betancur.
Stay safe & well and we will see you all around.

Lynn

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
ACTIVITIES TO START
AGAIN!
Our Wednesday night activities will begin
on Sept. 7. We will have supper from 5:30
– 6:00. The cost will be $4. Then, from 6 –
7 pm our youth groups will meet. Our
groups will remain the same…Kidz Club
will be pre-K thru 2nd grade, 3rd-5th grade, 6
-7th Confirmation class and post
Confirmation through 12th grade. If you
have any questions, please contact Missi.
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Back-to-School Pool
Party
We will be having a Back to
School Pool Party at Trails West
YMCA behind the zoo on August
21 from 3:30-5:30. There will also
be a pizza party following the pool
fun in the pavilion. We are so
looking forward to getting
together with everyone! Any
questions, contact Missi at 308225-2527 or miasillo@aol.com.

August 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

9:30 COOL
Committee
1:00 UMW
Board, WH

7
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

14
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Trustee

21
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Finance
3:00 Youth Pool
Party, Trails
West

28

8

6:00 National
11:30 Free Sack
Night Out,
Lunches
Downtown SCB

9

10

9:30 COOL
Committee

16

9:30 COOL
Committee
1:30 UMW
Caring Circle

Newsletter
Deadline

9:30 COOL
Committee

29

9:30 Worship
9:30 COOL
Committee
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Ad Council
3:00 Ice Cream
Social

11

5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

12

6:30am UMM
1:30 BINGO

15

22

6:30am UMM

17
11:30 Free Sack
Lunches

18

13
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

19

6:30am UMM
11:00 Outreach

20
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

8:00 Kids First
Board, L

23

24

5:00 SPPRC, W

30

25
6:30am UMM
9:00 Newsletter
Folding, WH
1:30 BINGO

31
11:30 Free Sack
Lunches

26

27
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship
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