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“Follow my example, as I follow the
example of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1
Happy October, everyone! It’s so good to connect to you in this way. I’ve
been wrestling with how we can be good disciples of Jesus and make more
disciples and grow our church. In doing so, I have turned to a resource that I
received at annual conference this past June. It is the book, Discipleship that
Fits, by Bobby Harrington and Alex Absalom. In it, they discuss discipleship
by first setting the base for our understanding of what it means to be a
disciple. They say, “When you look at Jesus and see the kind of person he is,
the quality of life he lives, and the depth of character he has, do you ever
wish that you could be more like him? If you share this desire to trust and
imitate Jesus more closely and you are willing to commit to doing what it
takes to look and live like him more consistently, then – bingo! – you are
now a disciple of Jesus. Being a disciple of Jesus simply means that you are
modeling your life – your thoughts, your words, your actions, your
everything – after the example and teaching Jesus has given us. And the
related word discipleship simply refers to the process through which Jesus
turns us into people who trust and follow him” (pg. 16).
Being a disciple is all about becoming like Jesus, and then helping others
become like Jesus. That is the multiplication idea I mentioned a couple
Sundays ago. Disciples making disciples is the way God has designed us to
experience fullness of life. In John 10:10 Jesus says, “I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full.” Becoming like Jesus is the greatest
way to have a life to the full.
We could think of a disciple as an intentional learner from Jesus. In doing so,
there are two questions of discipleship: What is Jesus saying? And what am I
doing in response? Whatever situation in life we are facing, we can use the
two questions of discipleship to stop and analyze the issue and then take the
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next steps as followers of Jesus. Think about this: A disciple hears and obeys Jesus, leading to a lifestyle that
reflects him well to the watching world. Being a disciple of Jesus Christ should be the goal of each one of us.
When you strive to be a disciple you make intentional choices every day that draw you closer to Christlikeness.
In Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus gives us a summary of his discipleship mandate: “Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Disciple making, also known as discipleship, is helping people to trust and follow Jesus. It’s a simple definition,
but not simplistic. There’s a lot to it.
The authors of Discipleship that Fits equate being a disciple to apprenticeship because it conveys the sense of a
journey that cannot be bypassed in order to mature as a disciple. It takes time and practice to become a mature
disciple, yet the only way you truly grow is by actually trying out the lifestyle you are observing. Apprenticeship
allows us to gain a wonderful mix of both experience and knowledge, conveyed to us in the context of a longterm, deeply committed relationship. A disciple is someone who is learning from a master craftsman (pg. 20).
Being a disciple means that you model your life around that of your master. You take note of how he lives, what
he says, and how he says it. Tease out the master’s motivations and values so that when you encounter new
situations, you can attempt to represent him faithfully. After each new experience, discuss with the master what
went on and listen for his feedback, on both what went well and what could be improved upon next time. And
then try it out again. Through this process, I want to encourage you to learn to imitate what Jesus would do in
different situations and relationships in life.
The apostle Paul was himself an apprentice in multiple areas (tent making, a Pharisee under Gamaliel, and to
Barnabas) and in turn apprenticed many men and women in how to live a life worthy of the Lord. Paul
understood that for most people, faith in Jesus is best transferred and deepened in the context of relational
experiences. He often encouraged people to follow his lead. He did so in several ways: “Follow my example, as
I follow the example of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1), “Therefore, I urge you to imitate me” (1 Cor. 4:16), “Join together
in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just
as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those
who live as we do” (Phil. 3: 17), “Whatever you have
learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—
put it into practice” (Phil. 4:9).
The same understanding of discipleship as imitation
Trunk or Treat 2022 will be from 4:00p.m.
was taught to the Thessalonian Christians, “You
to
6:00p.m.
on
Halloween
Night!
became imitators of us and of the Lord” (1 Thess. 1:6),
Remember “Trunk or Treat” is a safe way
followed up with this reminder in 2 Thessalonians 3:7:
for families touched by our Church to
“You yourselves know how you ought to follow our
example.” These verses challenge me. Do they
celebrate Halloween. Vehicle trunks are
challenge you? I find myself asking, “Am I following
decorated off site then park in the Church
the example of Christ in other believers, and is my
parking lot. Families will come around and
example worth others following?”
“trick or treat” out of the trunks. We will
I love this one: “Follow God’s example, therefore, as
have other activities including a decorated
dearly loved children and walk in the way of
pumpkin contest. COOL, Bible Study,
love” (Eph. 5:1-2). Like Paul, may our discipleship
Youth Group, Kids First, Confirmands,
journey be founded upon a lifestyle of imitation—
Sack Lunch Ministry, and Outreach are
direct imitation of Jesus as well as imitation of the lives
some of the groups who have signed up.
of other believers around us, especially those we are
Don’t see your name or group and want
learning from and following.
to join us? Please contact Carolyn
May our efforts be found fruitful as we strive to make
Applegate at (308) 631-5371. If you can’t
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
have a trunk but want to help, we are in
world.
need of Halloween Candy. Please drop of
Blessings, love, and peace,

Trunk or Treat

your bags of unopened, wrapped candy in
the fellowship hall. Donations are greatly
appreciated! We are looking forward to
seeing you on Halloween!

October Outreach Mission
OCTOBER’s outreach mission is the Helping
Hands Ministry. This project was started by
Pastor Craig with a special donation to the
church – its purpose is to provide a “helping
hand” within our community.
Recipients have included church members as
well as other locals or people passing through
the area.
Applicants are interviewed to determine
actual need and once a person receives help,
they are not eligible again for a period of one
year.
Various needs which have been filled by this
ministry have included a tank of gas, bus
tickets, groceries, rent money, clothing needs,
temporary lodging, etc.
Funding is the primary need and donations
may be dropped in the offering plate, left in
the office or mailed to the church --- this
project is also funded by the communion
offering.

Thank you to our church family for all the prayers
and support we have been given. Thank you to
Pastor Craig for his visits and to Marilyn Betancur
for her visits and the beautiful prayer shawls. We
appreciate you all very much.
Don and Marcia Keller
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your prayers, calls, and concern
when Don was recently hospitalized. Thank you
also for the beautiful prayer shawl. We so
appreciate your acts of kindness and concern. It’s
wonderful to be part of such a caring church
family. Thanks again.
Blessings, Don and Coral Richards
Thank you, Marilyn Betancur for the get well gift
basket & Marilyn Wurst for the visit. It was a
special surprise.
God Bless,
Janeen Pierce

Outreach Corner
Can you feel the slight chill in the air? I don’t know
about you all, but fall is my favorite time of year.
From planning football game nights to quiet nights at
home with a bowl of chili. Not to mention if we’re
lucky the just right temperatures.
For us in Outreach it’s time to get ready for our fall
events. Our Ministry Fair was fun and we did get a
few new people to sign up in different ministries. We
still encourage you all to find two ministries to join.
One that blesses you and one that blesses someone
else. Please feel free to talk to any of our members in
any of our ministries you may be interested in.
We are excited to be doing something a little
different this year. We hope that we can intrigue
some of you to come and join us. We will be hosting
a Trunk or Treat here at our church Halloween night.
Ministries from our church will have a trunk with a
cute theme and hand out candy. We will be
requesting candy throughout the month of October,
please help us share our church with our community.
This year for Homespun, we will be downscaling, but
still plan to have cinnamon rolls and a soup luncheon.
It also, will be on November 12, 2022.

We are still in the 3rd quarter of our Martha and
Mathew. This means if your last name begins with IO (July, August, and September) you might be called
to help. Our free sack lunch ministry is still serving
100 people of need, and we run out very quickly.
Since we are running out so quickly, we will still
continue to serve that amount. Thank you to those
who donate and believe in this ministry we appreciate
your continued help. We are still looking for team
leaders for Martha and Mathew. We are looking for
you if your last name starts with the letters A-E, and
P-Z. Please contact Lynn/Sonia if you are
interested. God Bless you all!

Senior Lunch
We will have Senior Lunch on October 19 at
12 Noon. It is a really nice lunch and our
program is Potter’s Wheel to tell us about all
of the programs they offer to our
community. If you have never come before,
please join us! Sign up by the church office
(or call Raylene and have her do it for you).
There will be flu shots that day so sign up
for that, as well, if you are interested.

Stephen Minister Caring Corner
Why is identifying your Spiritual Gifts important?
Adam Hamilton wrote, “when we understand which spiritual gifts
may be needed for a particular kind of task in the church, help
people identify their spiritual gifts, and then align the right people
for the right tasks, the work of the ministry is more effective and
the experience of those doing the ministry is full of joy—for they
have found the very thing they were gifted to do.” Serving from
your identified gifts and talents makes all the difference when it
comes to being an effective church, group or committee. Studying
spiritual gifts, learning to work with them, and letting them work
for the church can open up and expand a fruitful ministry. People
serving from their gifts can experience greater joy in serving, and
that joy spills over into the life of the congregation. Problems like
minimal output, conflict and burnout start to occur when people
serve out of a sense of obligation instead of out of their spiritual
giftedness.
“Spiritual gifts are very different from skill sets. Just because
someone is good at math does not necessarily mean that the
person has the spiritual gifts that would suit them to serve on the
finance committee or as a treasurer. They instead may find
greater joy by serving in a way that more closely aligns with their
spiritual gifts. God’s plan for the church calls for each of us to
serve in a way that allows us to be effective and to feel personally
fulfilled. God purposely created each of us to be unique--with
different spiritual gifts, talents, resources, individuality, dreams,
and experiences—so that together, as a unified body of Christ, we
could accomplish God’s work in this world.
Won’t you consider joining the next Spiritual Gifts class by
signing up on the poster by the church office.

Administrative Assistant’s Corner
 The newsletter deadline for the November issue is
October 16 th .

 Would you like to get the newsletter via email,
please send Raylene an email at
rgies@firstumcsb.com

 Visit us online at www.firstumcsb.com or check
us out on Facebook

 It’s Pastor Appreciation Month!!! Let me know if
you have any ideas for Pastor Craig!
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Charge Conference
Our annual charge conference will
be held on Saturday, October 22
at 10 a.m. at United Methodist
Church in Alliance, NE. Pastor
Craig would like to encourage
everyone to attend.
Charge conferences are held
every year as a way for our
District Superintendent to learn
about what each church has
accomplished and what goals are
set for the next year and for
members to have a voice in the
local church. The DS then relays
this on to our Bishop.

October 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Communion
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

2
Communion
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

9
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Trustee

3
9:30 COOL
Committee
1:00 UMIF Mtg
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

10
9:30 COOL
Committee
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

4

10:00 Rose Bible 5:30 Supper
6:00 Stephen
6:00 Kidz Club
Ministry, WH
7:00 Choir
Practice

11
10:00 Rose Bible
5:30 Spiritual
Gifts Bible
Study
6:00 WWIP, L

16

17

18

Newsletter
Deadline

9:30 COOL
Committee
1:30 UMiF
Caring Circle
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
7:00 Townhall
meeting

8:00 Kids First
Board, L
10:00 Rose Bible
6:00 Stephen
Ministry

24

25

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Finance

23

9:30 Worship
9:30 COOL
Committee
10:30 Bible
Study, P
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
11:00 Ad Council
Study, L

30
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P

31
9:30 COOL
Committee
4:00 Trunk or
Treat
6:30 Monday
Night Bible

5

12
11:30 Free Sack
Lunches
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club
7:00 Choir
Practice

19
1130 Flu Shots
12:00 Senior
Lunch
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club
7:00 Choir
Practice

26

10:00 Rose Bible 11:30 Free Sack
Lunches
5:00 SPPRC, W
5:30 Supper
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Kidz Club
7:00 Choir
Practice

6
6:30am UMM
9:00 Staff mtg.

13

7
4:00 UMiF
District Mtg

14

6:30am UMM
1:30 BINGO
5:00 Soup
Kitchen@
Presby.
7:00 Townhall
meeting

20

6:30am UMM
9:00 Newsletter
Folding, WH
1:30 BINGO

7:30 UMiF District
Mtg
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

15
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

21

6:30am UMM
11:00 Outreach

27

8

22
10:00 Charge
Conference @
Alliance
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

28

29
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship
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Thank You
Pastor Craig
For the
leadership and
vision you bring
to our church
family.

We
appreciate
you!

