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In those days John the Baptist came to the Judean
wilderness and began preaching. His message was,
“Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of
Heaven is near.” The prophet Isaiah was speaking about
John when he said, “He is a voice shouting in the
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming! Clear
the road for him!’”
(Matthew 3:1-3 NLT)

“Ready or not, here I come!” I remember shouting those words out as I
backed away from the tree trunk, opening my eyes and calling out to my
friends as a warning that they had better be hidden, because their time was up,
and I was headed out to search for each one. The easy ones to find were those
who were not ready. They were the ones who were still not quite in their
place, frantically ducking behind a tree, dropping under a lilac bush or
scurrying around the corner of the house. You don’t want to be that person
when playing hide and seek.
Funny I should think of a childhood game as I sit down to write to you all
about Advent and Christmas this season. Christmas will be here before you
know it, and we want to be prepared, right? There’s lots to do, especially if
you are hosting a family get together, or making travel plans. There’s
decorating to be done, planning and cooking special holiday cookies, treats,
and main dishes. There’s Christmas programs to attend, and hopefully a
Christmas party or two as well. It’s an exciting time and there’s much to do in
order to get ready.
Besides the hurry and scurry of the season, we have to prepare our hearts,
right? It’s important not to miss the reason for all the celebrating. It’s
important to invite the Christ Child into our hearts and lives, to honor Jesus,
and center our hearts on the hope and promise of the coming Kingdom of
Heaven.

Church Events
•

Dec 4th – UMM
Cinnamon Roll Sale

•

Dec 11th – Youth
Christmas Program &
Cookie Exchange

•

Dec 13th – Kids First
Christmas Program

•

Dec 14th – Senior
Lunch

•

Dec 18th – Orchestra &
Choir Sunday

•

Dec 21st – Blue
Christmas Service

•

Dec 24th – Christmas
Eve Services @ 5 & 7

•

Dec 25th – Merry
Christmas (online
service only)

•

Dec 26th – Office & Kids
First Closed

For two thousand years, Christians have turned to the story and message of John the Baptist in the weeks leading
up to Christmas. Advent is a season of preparation, and no figure in scripture is more closely associated with the
idea of preparing for Christ than John the Baptist. In all four Gospels, stories of John’s ministry and message
precede the ministry of Jesus. John, Jesus’s cousin, saw himself as the one foretold in scripture who would go
before and prepare the way for the Messiah. He was the Elijah who was to come, foretold by Malachi, and the
voice crying out in the wilderness, foretold by Isaiah. When John began preaching in the wilderness, crying out to
people to repent and change their hearts and lives, he was calling his listeners—and us today—to make ourselves
ready to receive the Messiah, to prepare ourselves and our communities to receive Jesus.
I invite you to join your church family as we prepare for
the Christ Child this Advent. Each Sunday we will hear
messages from our sermon series on Preparing the Way.
You can dig a little deeper by joining us for our Advent
Study called Prepare the Way each Thursday night from 7
to 8 pm beginning December 1. We will meet in the
parlor, actually beginning with a light meal at 6:30. We
have invited the Mitchell, Morrill, and Henry/Lyman
UMC churches to join us for this study. We will offer it
in person as well as by Zoom. Click here if you are
joining us by ZOOM. The book we are using is Prepare
the Way For the Lord by Adam Hamilton. We have
several books at the church to purchase for $15, or you
are welcome to purchase your own from your regular
sources. This study will be offered to parents of our youth
each Wednesday night as well, beginning November 30.
We will meet in the library at 6 pm during youth group.
We will interrupt our series on December 11 with the children’s Christmas program. We have invited the
Mitchell, Morrill, Henry/Lyman churches to have a joint service with us that day, as their children have been
joining us for youth group each Wednesday night. After worship we will have a cookie exchange. Folks are
encouraged to bring two dozen cookies. One dozen will be shared with people to eat after the service, and then
you can mix and match a dozen cookies to take home with you.
We are excited to offer a live orchestra again to assist us with worship on Sunday, December 18. There will be
only one service that day, at our regular time of 9:30 am. Invite your family and your friends to join us for this
special service. Afterward we will host a brunch with a free will offering to help fund our orchestra. Your
generosity is counted on once again in order to make this day a huge success.
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, Dec. 21, as we will be offering the Blue Christmas Service at 7 pm on this
longest night of the year. The Blue Christmas service is for those who are having a difficult time this season, who
find it challenging to rejoice perhaps due to the passing of a dear loved one. This night will recognize the birth of
Jesus, and remind us all of the hope that is ours in the birth of Jesus. My hope is that this service will be an
ecumenical service with participation from many of our friend churches.
Christmas Eve services will be held at 5 and 7 pm. We will have special music soloists for the 5 pm service, and
the Chancel Choir will perform at the 7 pm service. These are traditional, beautiful services with lots of
Christmas carols. The service concludes with Holy Communion and the singing of Silent Night by candlelight.
Then, on Christmas Day, our worship committee has agreed that most people will be home with their families on
Christmas morning, so there will be no in person service . Instead, we will replay our Candlelight Christmas Eve
service on Sunday morning, available to all on our website, our YouTube page, and our Facebook page.
Ready or not, Christmas is coming. Let’s be ready, what do you say? Join us for worship and we will do our best
to “Prepare the Way For the Lord.”
Merry Christmas to each of you.
Love, Peace, Hope, and Joy!

Pastor Craig

Lynn’s Wonderings

Mission Outreach

A great big thank you to all of you for helping
with our HomeSpun Boutique, serving, making
soups, being a wonderful helper in our parlor,
library, and fellowship hall. Everything went
pretty smooth, thank you GOD! Thank you to
Barb & Bob Goldman for the homemade chicken
noodle, Jann Johnson with her homemade chili,
our homemade potato soup with dumplings. The
recipe was from Karen Murphy, yum! The last
soup was a vegetarian vegetable soup. All of
these soups were made in our church kitchen.
Our Methodist Men made all of wonderful, yummy
cinnamon rolls, around 500 of them !!! They
were all gone. I am told they will be making
them again in December.
As far as what we made was around $2300. We
still have some expenses for groceries and etc.
We had 14 venders @ $ 35.00 each equals
$490.00 that should pay for the Star Herald ad.
Most of the items we sold, that were in the
Parlor. These items came from Potter’s Wheel
and were donated by Vic Bentley.
Don’t forget that we still have our wonderful
RADA kitchen products, that can be purchased
anytime. Stop by my office for a book We also
have some product in the glass case in Fellowship
Hall.
GOD BLESS YOU ALL, stay well & be safe!

Our December Mission Outreach includes
the Seat & Feet Tree and the CAPWN Food
Pantry.
The seat & feet tree will be
located outside the church
office and is to be
“decorated” with socks,
underwear, hats and gloves
for children of all ages. All
items collected will be
donated to local schools or
the Finders Keepers Foster
Care program.

Lynn

Trunk or Treat Recap
Thank you to everyone who attended or helped
with Trunk or Treat this year! We are so
grateful to everyone. Whether you brought
candy, decorated a trunk or a pumpkin, or
helped volunteer in other ways, YOU helped
make this event successful! The vision for this
event was to increase morale within our
congregation while still celebrating a fun
holiday. We wanted to welcome everyone who
was touched by our church whether it was our
church family, Kids First families or the
surrounding neighborhood community. We
had approximately 355 people attend, 38
people help with trunks and 8 people help in
other ways, not counting the mountains of
candy donated. This meant that 393 people
participated in various ways! Winners of the
trunk were 1st place - “Under the Sea” sponsored by Outreach, 2nd place - “Frozen” sponsored by the COOL committee, 3rd “Grumpy Old Men” - sponsored by United
Methodist Men. Thank you again to everyone
for your warmth and fellowship. It was a great
experience!!

The
Community
Action
Program
of
Western
Nebraska (CAPWN) is home
to a food pantry sponsored
by the local Council of
Ministries.
Each member
church is assigned one month
a year to collect food for this
pantry (FUMC does this in
February) and then all member churches are
asked to donate during December as well.
Both of these projects are EASY to support !
Watch for sales and pick up packages of socks
or underwear or non-perishable food items and
drop them in the outreach box in Fellowship
Hall.
Thank you for your support of our monthly
projects --- Merry Christmas!

UMM Christmas Baskets
Especially in these trying times, our United
Methodist Men feel it is important to provide
food baskets for people in need. In the past
we have provided food for 60 families. We
hope to do likewise this year, or perhaps
even more, if the support is there. Our only
fundraisers for the food baskets has been
donations and a breakfast after worship. This
year we have to be more creative. What we
have in mind is to offer cinnamon rolls that
will be packaged, and have them available
on December 4 from 10:30 to 12 noon. We
will be selling homemade cinnamon rolls in
packages of 6 for $12, or 12 for $20. Thank
you!

POINSETTIAS!!!!
Order Form
Yes! I (We) would like to order a
poinsettia for the holiday season!
How many? ____________
Cost is $17.00 per plant, made payable to
the church.
From:
_________________________________
_________________________________
Phone:
_________________________________
Given in Honor of:
_________________________________
_________________________________
OR
Given in Memory of:
_________________________________
_________________________________
Please return this order form with payment by Dec. 19,
2022.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
& COOKIE EXCHANGE
We are going to be performing a Youth
Christmas program during services on
Dec. 11th at 9:30. There will also be a
cookie exchange between services, so
please bring a dozen cookies and then,
take a dozen. Please feel free to just come
enjoy cookies if you don’t want to bring
or take any---there will be plenty.
Come enjoy the season with the children
of our church and get into the real
Christmas spirit!

YOUTH DATES FOR
DECEMBER 2021
Sunday, Dec. 11, Christmas Program
during worship
No Wednesday Activities on Dec. 21 &
Dec. 28. We will resume regular
Wednesday night activities on Jan. 4.
FOR QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT
MISSI AT 308-225-2527 OR
MIASILLO@AOL.COM

Administrative Corner
•

Check out our website
www.firstumcsb.com and Facebook page.

•

The newsletter deadline for the January issue is December 16. Newsletter
folding will be December 29.

•

The Office and Kids First will be closed December 26 and January 2. Merry
Christmas!

•

POINSETTIA forms are available to fill out for the Advent season.

They
are $15this year. There is on order form in the newsletter, or a form can be
emailed to you, please email Raylene at rgies@firstumcsb.com. Or you can
find them on Facebook or on our website.

December 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

6:30am UMM
7:00 Advent
Bible Study

4

5

Communion

9:30 COOL
Committee
1:00 UWiF Mtg

9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
10:30 UMM
Cinnamon roll
sale

11
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
11:00 Trustee

18
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible
Study, P
NO Finance
11:00 Ad
Council

25
9:30 Worship
Online
Only

12
9:30 COOL
Committee

6
6:00 Stephen
Ministry, WH

13
5:30 Spiritual
Gifts Bible
Study
6:00 WWIP, L

19
9:30 COOL
Committee
1:30 Caring
Circle

26

20
8:00 Kids First
Board, L
6:00 Stephen
Ministry

27

Office & Kids
5:30 Spiritual
First Closed
Gifts Bible
Study
5:00 SPPRC, W
6:00 WWIP, L

Communion
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

7

8

11:30 Free Sack
Lunches
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club
7:00 Choir
Practice

6:30am UMM
1:30 BINGO
5:00 Soup
Kitchen@
Presby.
7:00 Advent
Bible Study

14

15

16

6:30am UMM
11:00 Outreach
7:00 Advent
Bible Study

Newsletter
Deadline

22

23

12:00 Senior
Lunch
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club
7:00 Choir
Practice

21

9

5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

11:30 Free Sack 6:30am UMM
Lunches
7:00 Advent
Bible Study
NO Kidz Club
NO Choir
Practice
7:00 Blue
Christmas

28
NO Kidz Club
7:00 Choir
Practice

29
6:30am UMM
9:00 Newsletter
Folding, L

10

17
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

24
5:00 Christmas
Eve Service
7:00 Christmas
Eve Service

30

31
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

Christmas Eve Services
Christmas Eve Services will be held at 5 and 7
PM on Saturday, December 24. The Chancel
Choir will perform at the 7 PM service.
Christmas Morning there will be no in person
worship. Instead we will replay a Christmas Eve
service online.

Blue Christmas
At 7 PM on Wednesday, December 21 we will hold
our annual Blue Christmas Service. It is a service
for those for whom Christmas is not joyful; for
those who are confronted with the loss of loved
ones, feeling isolated and alone, perhaps even
feeling depressed. On this night we remember
and place our hope in Christ.
All are welcome to attend.

SENIOR LUNCH
Senior Lunch for December will be held on the
third Wednesday, December 14 this month, due
to Christmas. The program will be a fun
Christmas program. It should be a real treat. Be
sure to sign up by the church office.
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Thatcher Marker………………….…….….….…...21
Naomi Olmstead..…………....…….…….…..……23
Caroyln Applegate………….………….….………25
Mattielyn Brown, Karen West, Jolene Lingwall
……………………...………………………....…....26
Tim Rounds…………………….……...…….…....27
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John Randall…………………….………....…....31

Loving Thoughts from Stephen Ministry
Always Remember:
The Greatest gift you
ever own is not found
in the shops or under
your Christmas tree.
It is found in the
hearts of family and
friends and in your
service to others.

Happy Holidays
and a Very Merry
Christmas from
all of us at
Stephen Ministry.
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