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Connecting People
AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are
weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you,
because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear,
and the burden I give you is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30
Greetings to all of you. I hope you are doing well. Wow! It’s November
already! November is the month where we pause and give thanks for all
the blessings in our lives. I am so grateful to have my parents, siblings,
wife, children, and grandchildren in my life. I am so blessed to have
family and extended family who love me and whom I love and I give God
thanks for them. I am thankful for Jesus Christ, who went to the cross and
died for me that I might have life and have it to the full. I am thankful and
blessed to be able to serve our church. Each of you are a blessing to me
and I’m so glad to have you in my life.
I’m grateful that we are United Methodists. It saddens me to see United
Methodist congregations leaving our denomination. I truly believe we are
better together, that it is Wesleyan to think and let think. John Wesley said
“in essentials … unity; in non-essentials … liberty; and in all things …
charity.” What are the essentials? I believe our Articles of Religion are
essentials. Those things we hold fast to, that make up our core beliefs. In
this newsletter, you should see the document that I was referring to on
Sunday, October 23, and handed out along with the bulletin. It can also be
found here. It was created by our conference as a helpful resource. On the
page it shares some of the Articles of Religion that were handed down to
us from John Wesley. They cannot and will not ever be changed or
modified. On page 2 of the document, it addresses some frequently asked
questions about disaffiliation and leaving the United Methodist Church.
My message on Sunday addressed this. If you missed the message you can
catch it here: Being UMC. If you’re reading this from a hard copy,

Church Events
•

Nov 6th - Change
Clocks - Fall Back

•

Nov 6th - CatPack Soup
Luncheon

•

Nov 12th - HomeSpun
Boutique

•

Nov 16th - Senior Lunch

•

Nov 16th - Newsletter
Deadline

•

Nov 24th - Thanksgiving
Office & Kids First
Closed

•

Nov 25th - Office & Kids
First Closed

•

Nov 26th - Hanging of
the Greens

•

Nov 29th - Newsletter
Folding

you will need to go to our website, Facebook page, or YouTube page if you’d like to hear my message.
Our Ad Council had decided some time ago, and I agree with them, that we are better together, and that we have
fine Christian men and women on both sides of human sexuality debate. We love each other, and believe Jesus
calls all people to come to him. Jesus hung out with sinners and outcasts, he invited ALL who are weary to come
to him. John Wesley preached in the open fields. He took the message of God’s love to all people. Jesus doesn’t
let us decide who can be among our fellowship. All are welcome.
If you have been hearing of churches disaffiliating, and there are some, and you were wondering about your
church, we have decided it best to not tear our church apart with a vote. To vote is to divide. It breaks my heart to
think that we will probably lose people over this issue. We already have lost some. My prayer is that we might
find room to think and let think. We can hold fast to the essentials of our faith, while admitting there are issues we
do not all agree upon. We will continue to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ, welcoming all people to come
and be a part of our church family, teaching and leading them to a transformed heart and life. Let us focus our
energy on sharing the Gospel with others, making disciples of Jesus Christ, for the transformation of the world.
Loving God and loving one another. This is who we are called to be.

I hope you know how much you are loved. Thank you for being a part of our church family where all are
welcome. I hope you have a blessed November as you pause and give God thanks.
Grace, peace, and love to you!

It’s in our Heart
How we relate to the resources in our lives is a reflection of our faith and our discipleship of Jesus
Christ. In his book Center Church: Doing Balanced, Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your City, Tim Keller
argues that “participating in God’s redemptive plan in a profoundly important and practical way” (349)
requires us to consider prayerfully how God is calling us to participate in the ministry and how we are
financially contributing to your church’s mission. This personal commitment is at the heart of life as a
disciple of Christ. In Matthew 6, Jesus tells us where
you treasure is, there is your heart also. Jesus’ key
concern is about our hearts! Our giving reflects our
discipleship. We are to fix our eyes on Jesus—not on
stuff.
Our church participates in our community in so many
This year’s soup luncheon is on Nov.
ways—feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless,
helping people find work, to name just a few.
6 from 10:30-1:00 pm. It is a free
Through our Outreach committee, we contribute to
will offering and all of the money will
many worthwhile organizations. But we also feed
souls! Our church services, Bible studies and small
go to buy food for the Weekend
groups all feed my soul and I think feed yours as
Backpack Food Program for the
well.
schools in Scottsbluff and Gering. All
In 1st Timothy 6, Paul tells us not to set our hopes on
of the different soups are homemade
the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment…
by our congregation. If you are
we are to do good, to be rich in good works,
willing to bring something, please let
generous and ready to share. We are called to
grow—to be generous, seeing the connection
me know. You can bring different
between our faith and our finances.
kinds of soups and rolls, chips and
The last couple of years have been tough for all of us,
desserts. Come enjoy a great Sunday
yet you have been faithful and generous. The Finance
lunch and support a wonderful cause
Committee wants you to know how much we
appreciate you and everything you do for our church.
in our own community!!! Currently,
As Keller, suggests, we need to prayerfully consider
we are sending home 260 in
how God is calling us to participate in the ministry of
Scottsbluff and Gering is sending
our church and how we can financially contribute to
home 100. Contact Missi at 308-225our mission to make disciples.
2527 or miasillo@aol.com if
On the next page is a form to help you make that
commitment.
interested in bringing something for
Linda Redfern, Finance Committee Chair.
this event.
*Please see the Giving Commitment Card in
this Newsletter

CatPack Soup Lunch

November Outreach
Our MISSION OUTREACH for November is
the Panhandle Youth Shelter and Finders
Keepers Foster Care.
The Panhandle Youth Shelter has served
youth in the Panhandle of Nebraska since 1984.
The shelter is a licensed facility with a 14-bed
capacity. They accept referrals from Health and
Human Services, Probation, and the community.
Youth experiencing homelessness or other
struggles can access the shelter 24 hours a day/7
days a week. The Shelter can also provide crisis
intervention for families who need placements
for youth. The service for
families is provided at no cost
to them.
This year the shelter is asking
for towels, twin size bedding,
hygiene items, dish soap and
laundry soap. Place your
donations in the outreach bin
in Fellowship Hall.
Finders Keepers is a local non-profit group
that provides essential items for children in the
Foster
Care system in Western Nebraska. Finders
Keepers holds at least three “seasonal” giveaway
events each year to make the donated items
available to families that need them. Volunteers
can also coordinate item deliveries on an asneeded basis.
Finders Keepers always has a need for packages
of new socks and underwear for both girls and
boys in various sizes. These same items will also
be collected in December for distribution to local
schools so if you find a bargain, buy twice! Again,
place any donations in the outreach box and
thanks for supporting our monthly mission
projects.

SENIOR LUNCH
Senior Lunch will be on Wednesday, Nov.
16 at Noon. Sign up by the office and
come enjoy a great lunch and great
company. The program has not been
confirmed, but it is sure to be worth
coming for. Everyone is always welcome!

Stephen Ministry
STEPHEN MINISTRY CARING CORNER: “PEOPLE WHO
NEED PEOPLE ARE THE LUCKIEST PEOPLE IN THE
WORLD!” (A Continuum of Care and Serving)
People really do need people, and so we try to find one
another. We look for ‘our tribes,’ groups of people who
resonate with us…groups who follow a sport or hobby,
groups who are at common stages of life, groups we
share a long history with, groups in our present
workplace…family, friends, or FRAMILY they all meet
one or more of our needs.
When a church is one of our tribes, it’s almost always
because four specific needs are met here: 1)
Spirituality, 2) Community, 3) Care, and 4) Serving. We
will all need care in different portions throughout our
lives – from simply hoping someone notices our
birthday with a card hand created just for us, to an allout spiritual crisis that requires the focused attention of
one trained person - the pastor.
FUMC Scottsbluff’s congregation has created a
continuum of care to meet those needs! The
congregation concerned lay people did it by exploring
ways to help the Pastor provide care. People used their
“spiritual gifts” to serve members of the church and in
outreach areas to help people in need. Think of those
groups that developed in this way- the COOL
Committee was proposed and activated by
congregation members. Joining this tribe is a great way
to step into service of caring for others, mentored by
people who have been at it for years, making caring
phone calls, personal visits - sometimes in the hospital,
sometimes in homes, sometimes bringing a prayer
shawl that provides tangible presence of our
congregation’s love in those heavy times.
In the early 2000’s, again, it was congregation
members who proposed and activated a more
concentrated level of one to one Christian care through
Stephen Ministry. Members of this tribe are welltrained, meet confidentially with a care receiver one on
-one throughout a particularly difficult season of life.
Continued training is provided for these Stephen
Ministers and in the same confidential manner, meet
twice month to support one another in their Christian
caregiving.
There is not enough space to identify all the church
groups and Bible studies that have developed to help
to care for identified needs within our church. But be
assured, as your needs for spirituality, community, and
care are met…when you take those moments of quiet
time away from the busy-ness of life amongst your
other tribes…you’ll probably notice a little “God nudge”
to allow that abundance to spill over into service, your
fourth need. Embedded in the inmost being of each
person is a hunger to serve others. Those who ARE
loved NEED to love, and God is nothing if not
economical-people who start to fulfill this fourth need
simultaneously fulfill or increase the first three.
During the last quarter of 2022, prayerfully consider a
new year’s goal of using your gifts and stepping into
this amazing, congregation/lay member created and
led CONTINUUM OF CARE. People who need people
really are the luckiest people in the world!

Hanging of the Greens
Seems like just yesterday, we all were
discussing what a hot summer we were
having, and now with cooler temperatures,
leaves falling and stores already filled with
Christmas decorations, it reminds us
Christmas is just around the corner!!
The day is rapidly approaching when we
decorate our church for the Christmas
season, and we need YOU to join us on
Saturday, November 26, 2022, at 8:30 a.m. to
“Hang the Greens”!
Come at 8:30 or anytime during the morning
to lend a helping hand! “Hanging the
Greens” is a fun time of fellowship when we
gather to prepare our church for the Advent
and Christmas seasons!! We will have the
coffee ready and some goodies to snack on to
keep us energized!
Any assistance you can give will be
appreciated! Lots of hands are needed to
accomplish the task! Questions – call Elaine
Pile (631-9061), Connie Meyer (575-1131)
or the church office (635-2069). SAVE THE
DATE!! Come join the fun!!! See you
November 26th!!

Mexico Mission 2023
Each year since 1996 we have sent a team to build
casitas in the poverty stricken town of Nuevo
Progresso. Some 120 families have a place to live
because of our church. Many of you have
participated in this mission over the years.
We are scheduled for the week of February 5, 2023.
But we have a problem: WE NEED PEOPLE TO
GO!!!!! If you have thought about this, NOW would
be the time to seize the opportunity.
Want more info? PLEASE contact Gary Hutzel or
Tome Holyoke.
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Administrative News
•

•

•

The newsletter deadline for the December issue is
November 16. Newsletter Folding will be on
Tuesday the 29th.
It’s that time of year again to donate a
POINSETTIA for the Christmas season. Forms will
be going out in the bulletins for you to donate a
poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one.
You may also pick up a poinsettia form in the office.

Offices and Kids First will be closed November
24 &25 for the Thanksgiving holiday.

October Financial Giving
October week 1: $9,312
October week 2: $6,276
October week 3: $4,543
October week 4: $5,030
YTD: $284,462 in 2022 vs
$276,835 in 2021

November 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

10:00 Rose Bible
6:00 Stephen
Ministry, WH

6
Communion
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible Study, P
10:30 CatPack Soup
lunch

13
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible Study, P
11:00 Trustee

20
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible Study, P
11:00 Finance
11:00 Ad Council

27
9:30 Worship
10:30 Bible Study, P

7
9:30 COOL
Committee
1:00 UMIF Mtg
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

14
9:30 COOL
Committee
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

21
9:30 COOL
Committee
1:30 UMiF
Caring Circle
6:30 Monday
Night Bible

28
9:30 COOL
Committee
6:30 Monday
Night Bible
Study, L

8

5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club
7:00 Choir
Practice

9

10:00 Rose Bible 11:30 Free Sack
Lunches
5:30 Spiritual Gifts
Bible Study
5:30 Supper
6:00 WWIP, L
6:00 Kidz Club
7:00 Choir
Practice

15
8:00 Kids First
Board, L
10:00 Rose Bible
6:00 Stephen
Ministry

22
10:00 Rose Bible
5:00 SPPRC, W
5:30 Spiritual Gifts
Bible Study
6:00 WWIP, L

29

16
Newsletter
Deadline
12:00 Senior
Lunch
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club
7:00 Choir
Practice

23
NO Free Sack
Lunches
NO Supper
NO Kidz Club
NO Choir
Practice

30

11:30 Free Sack
Newsletter
Lunches
Folding @ 9am
10:00 Rose Bible

5:30 Supper
6:00 Kidz Club
7:00 Choir
Practice

6:30am UMM

Communion
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

10
6:30am UMM
1:30 BINGO
5:00 Soup
Kitchen@
Presby.

17

11
Veteran’s Day

Happy
Thanksgiving

9:00 HomeSpun
Boutique
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

18

6:30am UMM
11:00 Outreach

24

12

19
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

25

26

Office & Kids 8:30 Hanging of
the Greens
First Closed
5:00 Sat. Night
Worship

Annual Giving Commitments begin Jan. 1, 2023 and
continue through Dec. 31, 2023.

GIVING OPTIONS
• Cash or Check
Please make sure you identify yourself on the
envelope or your check so FUMC can provide a
record for tax purposes. Your gifts can be placed in
the weekly worship offering plate (envelopes are
provided in the seat backs) or they may be mailed to
First United Methodist Church Scottsbluff, 2002 4th
Ave., Scottsbluff, NE 69361.
Two Electronic Giving Options are available, EFT or
FUMC Online Giving. These are the easiest, most cost
-effective giving options for both you and the church.
• Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
With Electronic Funds Transfer, you can reinforce
your commitment to give your tithes and offerings to
God first, before anything else. One easy step each
year guarantees that the church will receive your gifts
on a regular basis, even if you are out of town or
forget one week. To establish an electronic funds
transfer, you will need to complete a commitment
card authorizing the EFT and attach a voided check
for the account you will use. If you have used EFT in
2022, your current commitment will continue unless
you submit a commitment card with a new amount or
contact the church office at 308-635-2069.
• FUMC Online Giving
FUMC Online Giving is a convenient, secure online
system for debit card or credit card contributions that
you manange. For one time or recurring contributions,
FUMC will charge your card on the day/frequency
you select. To use FUMC Online Giving, you will first
need to set up a login account or use your existing
account. Detailed directions are available on the
website: www.firstumcsb.com or contact the church
office at 308-635-2069.
•

Appreciated Stock
Stocks and other securities are a welcome gift.
Many members have found the tax savings make this
an ideal way to fulfill their commitment. For more
information, please contact the church office at 308635-2069.

•

FUMC Foundation
The FUMC Foundation helps support the future
needs of our church through planned giving
opportunities. If you would like to learn more about
remembering First United Methodist Church,
Scottsbluff in your will or with a planned gift, check
the box on your commitment card and a finance
member will contact you.

Please print information clearly.
_____________________________________

NAME
_____________________________________
ADDRESS
_____________________________________
CITY STATE ZIP
_____________________________________
EMAIL
_____________________________________
MAIN PHONE
Yes! I/we will pray for the mission and
ministry of FUMC Scottsbluff in 2023.
Yes! I/we commit to financially support the
mission and ministry of FUMC in 2023.
$_______weekly for 52 weeks, or
$_______semi-monthly for 24 periods, or
$_______monthly for 12 months, or
$_______as follows:______________

Giving Options
Cash or Check

New or Change to Existing Electronic Funds
Transfer (EFT)
Please indicate the frequency of electronic funds
transfer. New EFT withdrawals begin January 2023.
Withdrawals are on the indicated day unless it is a
non-banking business day in which the withdrawal
will be on the next banking day.
__ Semi-Monthly - 1st and 15th of each month.
__ Monthly - 1st each month.
__ Monthly - 15th of each month.

For new EFT or changes in bank account,
provide a voided check.
Previously authorized EFT’s will continue in
2023 without change.
FUMC Online Giving - I/We will set up an
account at www.firstumcsb.com.
Appreciated Stock
I/We would like information on how to provide
for FUMC Scottsbluff in my/our will.
____________________________________
SIGNED

DATE

____________________________________
PRINT NAME
Place in the offering plate or return to the Church Office.
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