
Connecting People 

JANUARY 2023 NEWSLETTER |  PASTOR CRAIG COLLINS l  WORSHIP SERVICE: SAT. @ 5:00 P.M. & SUN. @ 9:30 A.M.  

AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Church Events 

• Jan 1
st

 -  New Year’s Day  

• Jan 2
nd

 -  Office & Kids 
 First Closed 

• Jan 11
th

 -  Youth & Choir 
Activities Start Back 

• Jan 16
th

 -  Newsletter 
Deadline 

• Jan 18
th

 -  Senior Lunch 

Greetings to you in the name of the One born in Bethlehem, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, and our SAVIOR! I pray you are all looking forward to 2023 

with the hope and the promise of Emmanuel, God with us.  

How shall we begin this year? Where will we place our thoughts? What are 

our goals for this coming year? As I think about New Year’s resolutions, I 

am reminded of how often they fade out of sight by the end of January. In 

fact, do we not often use the same resolutions year after year? They are 

important, and yet they fall short. Each time we make a resolution, I 

believe we make it with the hopes that following through with it will make 

life better in some way. We begin with the very best of intentions. But we 

are creatures of habit, and it is so difficult to change our ways, isn’t it? So, 

why do we make resolutions? Why set goals if they are going to become 

too lofty to succeed? For one, the time is right. Beginning a new calendar 

year is a perfect time to set our sights on making life better for ourselves, 

our families and our communities. And another reason to make a resolution 

is because we so desperately want to experience a better life for ourselves 

and others.  

Most years my resolutions fall flat, and other years I simply don’t even 

make any. But this year I want to make goals for myself that will contribute 

to a better life for me and others. As I was reading Scripture, I came across 

a chapter in Colossians subtitled “Living the New Life,” that is wonderful 

to help me formulate my new year’s resolution. Colossians 3 starts out, 

“Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the 

realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right 

hand. Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth” (Col. 3:1-

2). Okay, that’s a good idea, but what are the realities of heaven? What 

does it mean to think of things of heaven and not the things of earth?  



My resolution, that you are welcome to join me in if you’d like, starts at verse 12, which helps me understand 

what it means to set my sights on the realities of heaven: “Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, 

you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make 

allowances for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you 

must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourself with love, which binds all things together in perfect harmony. And 

let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in 

peace. And always be thankful. …   And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks through him to God the Father” (Col. 3:12-15, 17). 

In a nut-shell, my resolution for the year is to strive to represent the Lord Jesus in all I do or say. I ask for you to 

help hold me to it. You have my permission to call me out if I fail to demonstrate mercy, kindness, humility, 

gentleness, or patience. Let me know if my actions are not loving to my neighbor. The idea of holding each other 

accountable is absolutely something we do for one another, as brothers and sisters in Christ. What is your 

resolution for the New Year? And how can I help hold you to it?  

As we turn the corner on this year and head into 2023, may we all find it in our hearts to represent Christ Jesus in 

all we say and do? If we can do that, the world will be a better place, and we will be better for it.  

May 2023 be filled with blessings, peace, love and joy for you!  

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!! 

As the old saying goes, “many hands make quick 
work”, and you all did it again in late November 
after the church service. The Christmas totes and 
boxes came down from the tower storage in 
record time with 30 plus of you lending a hand! 
We’ve hit on a great idea – the Christmas Box 
Brigade, which has now become “tradition”! 

Huge thanks to all of you who came and 
decorated the church, both inside and outside! We 
had a wonderful crew and also new folks joined 
us, which was awesome! I heard many comments 
from those helping that they were having fun! 

Many people have commented the church seems 
extra lovely this year, and we have all of you to 
thank! Lots of loving hands worked hard to 
accomplish the tasks. We appreciate each and 
every one of you! 

Thank you, once again! We wish you a blessed 
2023, and we look forward to your help again in 
November! 

Elaine Pile and Connie Meyer 

Happy New Year everyone. This has 

been a real trying year, but all is well 

now, thank you God! Another big thank 

you to all of my church family.  You are 

all a huge blessing to us. In the next 

newsletter, I will give you our financial 

standing, and some ideas for what 

Outreach  would like to do during these 

cold couple months. We will continue 

with our sack lunch program, this 

mission is very important.  Okay, until 

then stay well be careful all around you! 

l  Love you all!                    Lynn 



THOUGHTS FROM 
STEPHEN MINISTRIES:  
 
 
 

What’s the connection between your 
Spiritual Gifts and Stephen Ministry? 

 

After two very successful Spiritual Gifts 
classes last fall, a church wide invitation to 
Discover, Develop, and Deploy your spiritual 
gifts will be offered again in January. This 
class allows individuals to identify their gifts 
and then match those gifts in service to the 
many committees, choirs, and classes available 
at FUMC. 
God calls them Ministries and has gifted us to 
fulfill them.  They include:  Leadership 
Ministries, Educational Ministries, 
Administration and Maintenance Ministries, 
Communication Ministries, Evangelism 
Ministries, Fellowship Ministries, Hospitality 
Ministries, Outreach Ministries, Technology 
Ministries, Worship Ministries, Youth 
Ministries, and Caring Ministries.  Stephen 
Ministry is a Caring Ministry! 
 
Stephen Ministry is looking for individuals 
with the gift of Faith, the gift of Mercy, the 
gift for Teaching the Faith, the gift of 
Encouragement, and the gift of Knowing.  
People who have many or all of these gifts 
would find a great deal of joy and satisfaction 
entering into a Caring Relationship, sharing 
with and supporting each other in Supervision, 
and continuing to grow though initial training 
and continuing education.  That is the 
connection between Spiritual Gifts and 
Stephen Ministries.  Pastor Craig summed it 
up nicely on the first day of Advent by saying, 
“...discover our gift and live our life out giving 
it away.”  Discover your gifts and use them as 
a Stephen Minister.  Our 2023 goal is to recruit 
and select at least 6 Stephen Ministers.  We 
hope you will prayerfully consider becoming 
one of that number. 
 
Contact any Stephen Minister, Stephen Leader, 
Pastor Craig or the church office for more 
information and an application form.  We are 
so looking forward to beginning this journey 
together. 

January’s mission  
outreach project…… 

2023 FUMC  Outreach Projects 

January  - Mexico Mission Health Kits  

February – Food Pantry at CAPWN 

March  - Cirrus House 

April - Chuckwagon Church   

May - UMCOR School & Health Kits 

June - Soup Kitchen & Lakota Center 

July - Stuff the Bus for Back to School 

August– Donation in honor of UWiF 

September –DOVES 

October - First UMC Helping Hands Ministry  

November - Foster Kids Closet & Youth Shelter 

December - Sock & Mitten Tree   

is to make health kits for the Mexico Mission 
team to take to Mexico at the end of the 
month.   Kits are given to the families for 
whom we build casitas as well as to the local 
church for distribution to those in need. 

Completed health kits or items needed for 
the kits may be deposited in the Outreach 
box in Fellowship Hall.   The kits consist of a 
gallon zip-lock bag filled with a hand towel, 
washcloth, bar of soap, toothbrush and 
toothpaste, shampoo and comb.  

Anytime Outreach Shopping List:  
 

• Crackers / snack items 

• School Supplies –pencils, paper, eraser, 

       crayons 

• Toiletries   (shampoo, toothpaste, soap) 

• Non-perishable Food Items 

• Hygiene items – nail clippers, tampons,  

      deodorant 

• Paper Goods – dinnerware, napkins, toilet  

      tissue, paper towels 

• Hand Towels/ Washcloths 



Senior Lunch 

Administration Corner 

Alissa Schleve……………..……….……….1 

David Dill…………………..……….....……..3 

Karen Moscrip, Greg Newberry……….....4 

Don Iasillo…..……………..……..…..….….5 

Sean Brown……………………...…....…….6 

Bill Osborn, Elton Russell…………..…...7 

Paul Snyder……..……………………….....9 

Sharyn Wohlers……...…….…….……….10 

Paul W. Snyder, Krystal Eich,             
Janice Staman……………………………..12 

Martha Applegate…………...…...……....13 

Ted Westervelt..…..……………...………16 

Dean Freouf…………………....……….…19 

Jennifer Splichal…………...…...…...….….21 

Dortha Blomenkamp, Kjrsten Cardiff…..22 

Jacquline Ross…………………………...23 

John Tuttle………...….…………….….....24 

Edith Mack, John Massey,                       
Connie Spencer, Breqkon Gonzales, 
Bynlee Gardner….…………………….…..25 

Dustin Beaudette…………………………..26 

Paqui Gonzales……………………....……29 

Barbara Ropp, Amy Willats,               
Amanda Mack……………………………...30 

• The newsletter deadline for the February issue is 

January 16.   

• Need to schedule a meeting or event? Please 

come see me in the church office to get it on the 

calendar. Or, visit us online at 

www.firstumcsb.com and send me an email.  

• Office hours are Monday through Thursday         

8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

• If you have had a change of address, please 

email Raylene (rgies@firstumcsb.com) or call the 

office 

 

December Financial 

Giving 

December week 1:  $12,466 

December week 2:  $5,195 

December week 3:  $7,356 

December week 4:  $13,174 

YTD:  Giving 2022 $332,184 vs.   
Giving 2021 $357,573 
 

We paid 100% of our mission shares, 
which was $37,421. 
 

Helping Hands Recap for 2022: 

$23,500 was spent to help 241 people 
in our community with gas, food, bills  

 

Senior Lunch for January will be held on 

the third Wednesday, January 18. It will 

begin at 12 noon.  Be sure to sign up by 

the church office.  Program is to be 

determined.  If you have ideas for a 

speaker, please let Missi know. 

Youth Schedule 
Youth Group and Wednesday night supper 
will begin again on January 11th.  Supper is 
from 5:00-6:00 and then Youth group for all 
ages is 6-7 pm.  We will have a schedule then 
for the coming months from now until 
summer.   

See everyone on Jan. 11!! 

Year end giving statements 

will be available for pick up 

on Sundays starting the 

15th.  If you have not picked 

it up, it will be mailed to 

your home address by January 25th. Can’t wait 

for the mail? Call Raylene and she can quickly 

print your statement or email it to you.  



January 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Communion 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

2 

Office & Kids 
First Closed 

3 

6:00 Stephen 
Ministry, WH 

4 

11:30 Free Sack  
Lunches 

5 

6:30am UMM 

6 7 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

8 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

11:00 Trustee 

 

 

9 

9:30 COOL 
Committee 

1:00 UWiF Mtg 

10 
6:00 WWIP, L 

11 

5:30 Supper 

6:00 Kidz Club 

7:00 Choir    
Practice 

12 

6:30am UMM 

1:30 BINGO 

5:00 Soup 
Kitchen@ 
Presby. 

13 14 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

15 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

11:00 Finance 

 

 

16 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

9:30 COOL 
Committee 

17 

8:00 Kids First 
Board, L 

6:00 Stephen 
Ministry 

18 
11:30 Free Sack  

Lunches 

12:00 Senior 
Lunch  

5:30 Supper 

6:00 Kidz Club 

7:00 Choir    

19 

6:30am UMM 

11:00 Outreach  

20 21 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

22 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

11:00 Ad Council 

23 

9:30 COOL 
Committee 

1:30 Caring 
Circle 

24 

5:00 SPPRC, W 

6:00 WWIP, L 

25 

5:30 Supper 

6:00 Kidz Club 

7:00 Choir    
Practice 

26 

6:30am UMM 

9:00 Newsletter 

     Folding, L 

1:30 BINGO 

27 28 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

29 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

30 

9:30 COOL 
Committee 

31     
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