
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 
to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen.    

Happy February everyone! May the grace and love of God be with you 
as we greet this new month. We move into February on the heals of our 
third town hall meeting held last month for the big vision we have for 
the future of our church. The Lord has laid this vision upon us: to take 
four churches (Scottsbluff, Mitchell, Morrill, and Henry/Lyman) and 
merge them into one church that serves four communities. This idea 
comes from the Lord, not from our conference, not from any one 
individual, but a vision the Lord has placed before us. It’s a big vision. 
It has been met with excitement, wonder, and questions, many that were 
addressed at our last town hall meeting. Some of the questions simply 
can’t be addressed until we have leadership in place and can make 
decisions as a team. The plan as we see it thus far is to be one church. 
That in itself is a lot to wrap you head around. Being one church we 
would have one mission, one vision, with shared values and goals. We 
would be a new church, combining the best our former churches had to 
offer. This one church would have one Administrative Council, one 
Finance Committee, one Board of Trustees, one Outreach Committee, 
and one Worship Committee. We would be one church in four 
locations, not four churches with shared pastoral leadership. 

Our mission will include the mission Jesus Christ gave us in Matthew 
28:20-21 to “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you.” A disciple is 
someone who comes to accept Jesus Christ as Lord, whose life is 
transformed by the power of Christ, who lives as an example and 
witness in order for others to become disciples. Our mission includes 
being a new church that places an emphasis on making disciples who  
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make disciples. A person can become a disciple of Jesus 
Christ at any age. We hope to develop a discipleship plan 
tailored for people of all ages. 

Our new church will thrive when we utilize the gifts of the 
people. We are all called to be servants. When we serve 
by sharing our gifts, we will be blessed and our church 
will grow. We have offered the Discovering Your 
Spiritual Gifts class on two occasions. I can see us 
utilizing this tool all the more to help our people discover 
their spiritual gifts and then find a place in the church to 
share those gifts. When we ask people to serve in ways 
that utilize their gifts, it is met with excitement, joy, and 
full engagement. Ultimately, when people see the value of 
serving God and loving our neighbor, the way it changes a 
person’s life, giving hope with purpose, we will see our 
church grow in numbers of lives impacted. 

We will decide on March 18th at our special called church 
conference if merging our four churches is the way we 
want to go. Each member present will have one vote. 
Proxy voting, mail-in ballot, or early voting is NOT 
allowed by the Book of Discipline. Only members who 
are present at the church conference will be able to vote. 
Our church council will decide, but I expect them to want 
a major majority (at least 67%) in order to pass the merger 
agreement. 

As we consider what the future will look like, we do not 
have to do it in our power. God’s power is at work in us, 
and God wants to do “immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine.” I encourage you to be bold in your faith, trust 
that God is leading us to this vision, and with God’s 
power at work in us, we move into the future with hope. 

Blessings and Love to all of you! 

Pastor Craig 

The Scottsbluff United Methodist Men are 
again sponsoring the Valentines Day 
dinner.  It will be held on Sunday, 
February 19th, at the Gering Civic Center.  
Dinner will start at 6p.m. and the doors 
will open at 5:30p.m.  There will be 
entertainment, as well.  Tickets are $25.00 
each and can be purchased at the church 
office, or you can contact any member of 
the Men’s group or buy them in the church 
office.  You have a choice of 2 kinds of 
meat this year.  So, when you purchase 
tickets, please let them know if you would 
like chicken or beef.   

UMM Valentine’s Dinner 

COOL Committee, 

Thank you for your thoughts, love and the beautiful prayer 
shawl during this difficult time.  It was a great comfort at 
the funeral and we are keeping it close as a reminder that 
GOD is always with us.  Your beautiful gift was much 
appreciated.  We are grateful for our church family.   

Sincerely,  

Carolyn and Joe Applegate 

 

The Applegate family wishes to thank everyone for all the 
phone calls, words of encouragement, hugs and the 
beautiful prayer shawl that was given to Martha.  Also, 
wanted to thanks Pastor Craig for the beautiful sermon and 
fellowship with the family in this time of our loss.   

The Applegate Family 

As we enter this month of love, I would like 
to share an opportunity for us to love on one 
of our own Kids First families. Early 
December at 5 months old, Mason had open 
heart surgery to help correct his Complete 
Atrioventricular Septal Defect. Since his 
original open heart surgery the beginning of 
December, Mason has also had a second 
open heart surgery in January. He has been 
in Colorado in the hospital since December. 
He has his good days but he also has had 
many bad days. Here are some things the 
family is asking for: 
                1. Prayers for Mason. That the 
antibiotics will fight any infections; for his 
heart to get it’s rhythm back so he won’t 
need a pacemaker. 
                2. Donate Blood. While this won’t 
go straight to Mason, they want to make 
blood available for those in need, just as 
Mason has been able to receive blood to help 
him. 
                3. Donations to help medical & 
travel expenses. 
Please keep Mason & his family in your 

prayers. If you would like to help with any 

donation, we would love to bless them with 

monetary or gift cards. These donations can 

be placed in the payment drop box or on 

Abby’s desk marked ‘Mason’. 

Kid’s First 



FEBRUARY IS PEANUT 

BUTTER DRIVE  

Our Youth Groups will have our 

annual Peanut Butter Drive for 

Catpacks during the month of 

February. Their goal is 1000 jars of peanut butter. 

Catpacks sends home one jar a month and there are 

currently about 260 kids in Scottsbluff and 110 kids in 

Gering that are receiving Catpacks and PupPacks. It 

will take around 1100 jars to finish out the rest of this 

year. Please bring 16 oz jars of peanut butter to the 

church and help support their goal to help feed kids in 

our community!  

The Spiritual Gifts Pilot Program is complete and 
it’s a huge success. By the time you read this, 24 
Congregation members will have attended eight 
modules of the class, Discovering God’s Vision 
for Your Life: You and Your Spiritual Gifts. 
They’ve identified the gifts the Holy Spirit has 
handed to them and fully expecting to share the 
gifts in service to others. They’ve attended the 
Ministry Celebration where they worked through 
the MAQ (Ministry Activities Questionnaire) and 
are considering mobilizing their gifts in ministries 
that will feel tailor made for them. These 24 
people have grown spiritually, found satisfying 
ways to serve others, and will build more and 
stronger relationships with other congregation 
members. Of the four things people most desire 
and need from their church, these 24 people are 
surrounded by three of them: Spirituality, 
Community, and Serving. 

That brings us to the fourth need people desire and 
need from their church—Congregation members 
need to know they will be cared for in difficult 
times. Our church has a special caring ministry 
that does just that in Stephen Ministry. To help 
understand that positive connection between 
Spiritual gifts training and finding the best fit for 
service within the church, let’s follow “JD” on his 
journey to become a Stephen Minister. 

JD has often wondered if he even HAS spiritual 
gifts to confidently say YES to becoming a 
Stephen Minister. The first night of Spiritual Gifts 
training, JD completes a Spiritual Gifts Inventory 
and finds that he probably has six gifts. JD then 
works with a partner in class to identify 
characteristics he admires in people and the 
activities he’s been doing that bring him the most 
joy and satisfaction. He considers the acts of Jesus 
that most “Wow” and begins to notice a common 
thread among all these things. People come to him 
for help, and he likes that. But he doubts. Me? A 
Stephen Minister? I couldn’t possibly…. At the 
Ministry Celebration, he learns that he has four of 
the five gifts most strongly related to what 
Stephen Ministers are expected to do. His 
identified Spiritual Gifts point him toward this 
ministry within the church. It’s scary, but each 
time Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders visit 
with him, his fears subside, and he decides to pick 
up an application and apply. God smiles...JD has 
discovered God’s vision for his life. It’s a perfect 
fit! Finding out what your Spiritual Gifts are is the 
1st step in a positive, successful match of 
Christian Caring and Service within the church. 

Senior Lunch 
Senior Lunch for February will be on 
February 15st at 12 Noon. Our program 
will be an interactive one so come join the 
fun! Sign up by the office door.  

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
This year our Youth will be 
participating in the national cause of 
Souper Bowl of Caring. The goal of 
this is: 

Using the energy of the Super Bowl to mobilize 
youth in a united national effort to care for people in 
their local communities who are hungry and those in 
need. 

Each church gets to choose where they want their 
money to go. We will give ours to the Catpack/
PupPack program and piggyback on our Peanut 
Butter drive. 

On Febr. 12, there will be two soup pots to choose 
from: 

One from each team in the Super Bowl. You will put 
your donations in whichever pot you choose! 

There will also be two roasters of soup to choose 
from---so come hungry and support our youth and 
help feed the kids in our community! 

Also, wear your favorite football team jersey/t-shirt 
to church that day! An excuse to dress down AND a 

way to support this cause! 

Missi Iasillo----308-225-2527/ miasillo@aol.com 

Stephen Ministry 
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February 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

11:30 Free Sack  
Lunches 

5:30 Supper 

6:00 Kidz Club 

7:00 Choir     

2 

6:30am UMM 

3 4 

Communion 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

 

5 

Communion 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

6 

9:30 COOL 
Committee 

1:00 UWiF Mtg 

6:30 Monday 
Night Bible 

7 

10:00 Rose 
Bible, WH 

6:00 Stephen 
Ministry 

8 

5:30 Supper 

6:00 Kidz Club 

7:00 Choir     

9 

6:30am UMM 

1:30 BINGO 

5:00 Soup 
Kitchen@ 
Presby. 

10 11 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

12 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

10:30 Souper 
Bowl of Caring 

11:00 Trustee 

13 

9:30 COOL 
Committee 

6:30 Monday 
Night Bible 
Study, L 

14 

Happy 
Valentine’s 

Day 
10:00 Rose 

Bible, WH 

6:00 WWIP, L 

15 
8:00 Kids First 

Board, L 
11:30 Free Sack  

Lunches 
12:00 Senior 

Lunch  
5:30 Supper 
6:00 Kidz Club 
7:00 Choir     

16 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

6:30am UMM 

11:00 Outreach  

17 18 

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

19 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Bible 

Study, P 
10:30 Chocolate 

Sunday 
11:00 Finance 
6:00 UMM 
Valentine’s 
Dinner 

20 

9:30 COOL 
Committee 

6:30 Monday 
Night Bible 
Study, L 

21 

10:00 Rose 
Bible, WH 

6:00 Stephen 
Ministry 

22 

5:30 Supper 

6:00 Kidz Club 

7:00 Choir     

23 

6:30am UMM 

9:00 Newsletter 

     Folding, L 

1:30 BINGO 

24 

6:00 Lay Servant 
Class  

 

 

25 

8:00am Lay 
Servant 
Class  

5:00 Sat. Night 
Worship  

26 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Bible 
Study, P 

11:00 Ad Council 

27 

9:30 COOL 
Committee 

6:30 Monday 
Night Bible 
Study, L 

28 

10:00 Rose 
Bible, WH 

5:00 SPPRC, W 

6:00 WWIP, L 

    



Lynn’s Wonderings 

February Mission Outreach 

Our local FOOD PANTRY provides groceries to 

families within our community in need of help.  

Cooperative Ministries assigns its member churches a 

specific month to stock the pantry at CAPWN 

(Community Action Partnership of Western Nebraska) so 

that there is always food available when needed.  

February is FUMC’s designated month.  

This is an easy project to participate in -- just grab an extra can or two of vegetables or 

other non-perishable items whenever you shop for groceries and then drop it off when you 

come to church.   

Thank you! 

Here we are already in February.  Do you believe all this snow?  It has 
been ages since we have had all this, but the moisture is what we 
need! Your job is to be safe, be very careful, stay well, and be 
HAPPY!! 

February is going to be a lot of FUN. On the 19th  we will celebrate 
Valentine’s Day with a chocolate Sunday. This is the one day.  We are 
asking for everyone to bring anything chocolate to share. 

Our free sack lunch mission is running low on money.  When we 
started, our sack lunch program averaged about $100.00, now it is 
running about $200.00.In MARCH we have 3 Wednesdays for our 
sack lunch mission. 

I have been visiting with Krissa Randall,  I would like to offer 
everyone a step challenge, along with S M A R T  goal program. 
Nothing hard to follow, but a chance to walk around the church 
counting your steps and how to rate your plate, eating  protein, starch 
& grains non-starchy vegetables. This is a fun way to kind of exercise 
with just a little motivation and an easy way to get your heart going in 
the right direction.   
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