May 2023

Worship Service:
Sat. @ 5:00 p.m.
Sun. @ 9:30 a.m.
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Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God
can be trusted to keep his promise. Let us think of ways to
motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us
not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return
is drawing near.

Hebrews 10:23-25

April [snow] showers bring May flowers! May greetings to all of you! If
you're like me, you are looking forward to the beauty of spring: the grass
greening up, the flowers in bloom, days getting longer and warmer, and
enjoying more sunshine while you work or play outdoors. Spring is one of my
favorite seasons of the year as the dormancy of winter is over and new life is
popping out all over the place.

I trust your April went well. At the church this past month we had many
opportunities to gather together as God’s people, to motivate one another to
acts of love and good works. We celebrated holy week and Easter,
remembering Christ’s journey to the cross as he laid his life down for our sins.
We had a beautiful celebration of the resurrection, with a full house of people
who renewed their hope in Christ. The power of the resurrection, the fact that
Jesus overcome the grave, changes everything. We are the church together,
and we face the future with hope in the resurrection, the possibility, no, the
certainty, of new life in Christ. That’s even more true for us today as we move
into a new season, a new life together as God’s people. As hard as it is for us
to journey through holy week, remembering the death of Jesus on the cross, it
is just as challenging for us to move into a new beginning as a merged church.
There is pain involved in this new life process. Jesus’ death on the cross was
not easy to observe. And in many ways, merging the four churches of
Scottsbluff, Mitchell, Morrill and Henry/Lyman into one new church in four
locations can be very similar. There is pain and grief involved. Before we can
get to our Easter morning as a new church, we have to go through our Good
Friday moments with each church.

One of my favorite verses is 2 Corinthians 5:17 which says, “... anyone who
belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has
begun!” In order for the new life to begin, we have to let go of the old life.
Maybe you are looking at our ‘old life’ as the church and don’t understand
the necessity to let go and begin again. Churches are like people in this way:




We are born, we grow and thrive, we plateau, and then we begin to die, and eventually we give up our spirit, and
we reside with the Lord. It’s sad when we lose loved ones. It hurts to say goodbye. Much like we look back at the
lives of our loved ones and we cherish the times we have had together, I can see us doing that as a church family
as we look over the life of our church. We long to go back to the earlier times when life was in its prime and linger
there a bit longer. But we know we can’t go back. We cherish the life of our loved ones and promise to let their
lives impact our own. We acknowledge the good things they have done, the example they set for us, and we even
vow to ourselves to live more like them. I think we do the same with the church, we treasure the impact we have
made and we retain our memory of how to do things well.

I invite you to consider the life of our church. We plateaued some time ago. We are trending downward. We have
failed to maintain our membership. We are losing members due to their passing on to glory faster than growth
through new members. But the good news is that something can be done to change the course. It is our Easter
moment. Out of the old, new life can begin. This is the hope of our endeavor to merge our four churches into one
church. The hope is that we can begin again. With a new name, and renewed mission of “Making disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” and a renewed vision of being a church that is connected to
Christ and empowered by the Spirit of God to impact our communities with God’s love, new life will begin and
we will find ourselves back on the course of a thriving church with measurable growth.

One of the things I do when I meet with a family as we prepare to celebrate the life of a loved one, is to ask them
to tell me the stories. I invite them to think back to the powerful impact their loved one had on them. Tell me the
things you will never forget. I think it is very appropriate to find ways for our church to do the same. Think back
on the impact our church has had on your life. What are some moments you will never forget? Tell me the events
that have changed your life, causing you to say, “This moment touched my life, it impacted my faith, it helped
make me who I am today.” I think it would be helpful if we found a way to share these stories with each other. If
you have pictures or memorabilia, that you would like to share, or if you have a story that you want to tell, I
invite you to the fellowship hall before worship begins. We will meet every Sunday during the month of May from
8:45 to 9:15 to share together the impact First United Methodist Church has had on your life and the life of your
family. This will not be a time to consider the next chapter, but to reminisce over the past life of our church. In
meeting together we will share in our grief and give God thanks. My hope is that you will take the time to
remember together. Don’t bear your grief alone. Come, let us share with one another. I look forward to spending
this time with you.

Grace, Peace, and Love,

Pastor Craig




Become a Stephen Minister

Becoming a Stephen Minister in our church is a life-
transforming experience—an opportunity to serve God,
help others, and grow in faith.

Stephen Ministers are congregation members equipped
and commissioned for caring ministry. They come from
many different backgrounds, ages, and walks of life, but
all have one important thing in common: a heart for
bringing Christ’s healing love to hurting people.

In short, Stephen Ministers are people like you—caring
Christians who want to make a difference in the lives of
those going through difficult times. A Stephen Minister
walks alongside a hurting person to provide one-to-one,
emotional and spiritual care—listening, empathizing,
encouraging, helping process feelings, and connecting
the person with God’s love. Serving in this role is an
opportunity to put your spiritual gifts into action and
touch people’s lives in powerful ways.

Stephen Ministers provide care for care receivers, people
in the congregation or community who are experiencing
difficulties in life, such as grief, job loss, divorce, major
illness, spiritual struggles, and so on. In the midst of
challenging times, receiving care from a Stephen Minister
can make a significant difference.

Stephen Minister training is an engaging, interactive
experience that fully equips you to provide high-quality,
Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. Stephen
Ministers often say that their training was life-
transforming—helping them to grow in faith and learn
relationship principles and skills that deepened and
enhanced all the relationships in their life.

Prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen Minister and
being part of the fall class. Contact any Stephen Minister
or member of the Stephen Ministry Leadership Team:
Barb Ropp, Megan Massey, Julie Schaff or Marg Dredla
for more information about this valuable Ministry.

SENIOR LUNCH — WED. May 17

Sign up for Senior Lunch on May 17 at 12 Noon. Our

program will be a surprise, but will be sure to Make

You Laugh!! This will be our last luncheon until the
Fall. Sign up by the church office.




Merger Update

There is a lot of excitement and energy as we gather in various locations to discuss plans to
become one church in four locations. Our transition team is made up of approximately 25
people largely from the Administrative Council from each of the existing churches. We have
formed our mission statement, which really speaks into the desire to create something new
an grow our church. Our mission is “To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.”

We value and promote:

« Spiritual growth and belonging

« Bible centered connections

« Loving hospitality

« Dedication to tangibly serving and caring for all generations

We will be polling our congregations in May on their choice for our name. Polls will include
the polling person’s name and will be available both in person and online. Anyone who feels
connected to our church will be able to participate in the poll. The transition team narrowed
the list from over 50 names down to the most popular four.

The four names the transition team has determined we will choose from are:
o Disciples UMC

e Faith UMC
e New Vision UMC
e Vine UMC

While all the names presented had possibilities, these four overwhelmingly had the most
support.

Our transition team served as our leadership and nominations committee and has completed
(for the most part) the leadership team for our new church. We will have it available for
review and seek your approval at our next charge conference in June.

We were granted $10,000 from our Great West District to go toward expenses as we
complete our work of becoming one church in four locations. We appreciate the gift and
thank our District Superintendent and district leadership team for the support. We intend to
apply for additional funding from our Great Plains Conference.

Our next meeting is at 2 pm, on May 7" at the Henry/Lyman church.
Online Giving

It’s easy to forget cash or your checkbook or maybe you would just like to use a credit card.
But, even if you’ve left both behind you can still support the church’s mission and beyond
by using your smartphone. Simply visit the church’s donation page (https://
www.firstumcsb.com/give/) for multiple ways to give. An easy way to get started is to
simply scan this QR code, which takes you directly to our giving page.

You’ll find that Vanco giving options such as online giving, mobile app and text to give are
secure, fast and easy to use.

1. With text giving, members and guests can contribute to funds by simply entering 844-928-0313 and the
amount you wish to donate, then press send. Follow the prompts, first time users will need to set up a
profile.

2. Vanco Mobile app is free. Download this app and search Scottsbluff or use our code UM7RJY. Once
again follow the prompts, you will need to set up a profile.

3. The last way to online give is though our website, https://secure.myvanco.com/YNNB/home. From your
Vanco Online account, you can review your giving histoy, manage recurring donations and update
payment information.

No matter how you choose to give, donations received through these convenient options will help us sustain
our programs throughout the year. Thank you for all you do to support our mission.
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The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
WAKE UP MOMMY

LET"iS PLAY!

© W DONATg,,

Potter’s Wheel
MINISTRIES

Transforming our Community...
One Life at a Time

POTTER’S WHEEL MINISTRIES IS THE MISSION
OUTREACH FOR THE MONTH OF MAY. THIS ENTITY WAS
ESTABLISHED IN 1989. IT IS NON-PROFIT, NON-
DENOMINATIONAL AND NON-GOVERNMENT FUNDED —
EXISTING SOLELY BY GOD’S GRACE AND THE
GENEROSITY OF THE COMMUNITY.

i v il e This is the day the Lord has made.. sO Qet
up Mommy sO we can play. Ps 118:24




